Oféted

raising standards
improving lives

Inspection of Mighty Oaks

The Club House, Gosditch Street, CIRENCESTER, Gloucestershire GL7 2AG

Inspection date: 13 July 2022

The quality and This Met
standards of early inspection
years provision

Previous Not applicable
inspection



Ofsted

What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children happily greet the familiar and friendly club staff at school collection time.
They have a clear understanding of daily routines and expectations. For example,
children know that when they leave their classroom, they need to sit on the side of
the sandpit and wait for their peers. When they are all together, they move on to
the next playground to collect the older children. Children wear colour-coded
waistcoats that relate to their age. They 'buddy up' with an older child to walk back
to the club. Younger children hold hands with their 'buddy' and engage in lively
conversations. They display good friendships as they talk to each other and reflect
on their day at school. Children listen attentively to staff and understand the
importance of behaving well. This promotes children's understanding of the
importance of safety guidelines.

Staff provide children with a range of meaningful activities to take part in. Children
independently decide if they would like to have a snack or begin their play right
away. Young children quickly become absorbed in imaginative play. They display
good social skills and play with dinosaurs in a small group. Children work together
to role play a wedding celebration. They work as a team and assign small tasks to
each other. For example, children create flowers from crepe paper and others twist
pipe cleaners to make wedding rings.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Managers and staff form strong partnerships with the local school. At school
collection time, staff speak with the children's class teacher to gather any
additional information about their school day. Staff share this information with
children's parents at collection time.

B The club promotes behavioural expectations in line with the school's behaviour
policy. This supports clear and consistent information for the children who
attend. Children behave well. They have a clear understanding of the club's rules
and boundaries. For example, they know that when staff show them a yellow
card, they need to stop and think carefully about their actions. They understand
that when staff show children a red card, it is time to swap activities and discuss
the consequences of their actions with staff.

m Staff support children to follow a healthy lifestyle. They encourage children to
drink water regularly and wash their hands before eating. Children enjoy healthy
and nutritious snacks provided by the club. Some children bring snacks from
home. However, on occasion, the snacks children bring in from home are not
nutritious. The manager recognises this and plans to strengthen guidance
shared with parents about healthy snacks.

m Children enjoy the time they spend outside in the club garden. They dress up as
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their favourite superhero and proudly join in with older children as they use their
strength to climb and balance on ropes. The club recently installed a climbing
wall. Children are learning how to use this safely with close adult supervision
and support before this can be a self-chosen activity.

B The manager reflects on the club's service to identify areas for improvement.
She meets regularly with staff to offer support and guidance. The manager
offers staff a wide range of online training to develop their knowledge and skills.
However, the manager does not always target staff training to their individual
needs.

m Staff well-being is given a high priority. The manager recently organised a team-
building event to develop staff relationships further. Staff state that they
thoroughly enjoy their role at the club and 'cannot imagine not working with
children.' Their patient interactions are natural and effortless. In turn, children
are calm and persist at tricky tasks. For example, they persevere as staff teach
them how to finger knit.

W Partnerships with parents are good. They report that they are happy with the
service provided and that their children thoroughly enjoy the wide range of
activities on offer. Parents value the care the club provides and state that their
children 'often ask to stay longer.' Staff spend time speaking with parents at the
end of the day to pass on information from school and any activities the children
particularly enjoyed participating in.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The premises are safe and secure. Staff reinforce safety guidelines to support
children to learn how to keep themselves safe. For example, children know that
when walking back from school, they must walk sensibly in pairs. Staff attend
regular safeguarding training to ensure their knowledge and skills remain up to
date. They display an effective understanding of the signs and symptoms of abuse
and/or neglect. Staff understand the importance of maintaining records about
children, such as monitoring existing injuries, to help them identify any concerns.
They are aware of the procedures to follow should they need to report a concern
about a child or colleague.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

2578723

Gloucestershire

10239563

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Out-of-school day care
4to11

50
111
Acorns Nursery School Limited

RP527779

01285 659935
Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Mighty Oaks re-registered in 2020. It is located in Cirencester, Gloucestershire and
operates each morning and afternoon during term-time between 8am and 8.45am,
and 3pm and 6pm. During school holidays, it is open from 8am until 6pm. The
setting employs seven staff. The manager holds a relevant childcare qualification at
level 3. The deputy manager holds a relevant childcare qualification at level 2.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Holly Smith
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
manager and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the setting.

B The inspector observed children's interactions with staff and monitored their
engagement in a range of play activities indoors and outdoors.

B The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the
inspection, and considered verbal feedback from parents.

B The inspector reviewed documentation, including the suitability of staff and
paediatric first-aid certificates.

B The inspector met with the manager to discuss how she organises and evaluates
the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022

Inspection report: Mighty Oaks 6
13 July 2022


http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

