
Inspection of ARK Ayrton Nursery
ARK Ayrton Primary Academy, Somers Road, Southsea PO5 4LS

Inspection date: 17 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children at this nursery are delightful. They are safe and settled with strong key-
person bonds. They flourish due to the excellent quality of teaching and nurturing 
that they receive. Children arrive with smiles on their faces and enjoy being in each 
other's company. They enjoy talking about the things they learn. For example, the 
children say that they love being at the nursery and their favourite part is reading 
books. Children develop skills of curiosity, exploration and language through 
activities such as making play dough, water play and having access to a wide range 
of books. Leaders have high expectations for the children. Every minute of the day 
includes opportunities to help children, including those with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND), to develop, think and try new things. Activities 
are purposefully planned to reflect the needs and interest of the children well.

Children behave extremely well. Staff are wonderful role models for them. They 
show children how to be kind and to respect each other. Poor behaviour is rare as 
children know to share and take turns. Children are constantly praised and their 
achievements celebrated. Parents are extremely happy with the nursery. They 
receive regular updates and information about their children's learning. Parents 
value the support they receive from the staff.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders ensure that the environment, inside and outside, is exciting and 
interesting. Children relish the many opportunities on offer. Activities are 
progressively adapted to meet the learning needs of the children. For example, 
the younger children learn to identify names of fruits, while the older children 
learn about the importance of healthy eating and oral health. Staff motivate and 
inspire children to explore, play and learn. Outdoors, there are lots of 
opportunities to develop children's physical skills, such as climbing and 
balancing.

n Leaders meticulously use staff supervisions to develop practice through targeted 
training. Regular checks are carried out on the quality of teaching and learning. 
Workforce development has been an essential element of the nursery's 
continuing success. Staff have opportunities to further develop their knowledge. 
They recently attended neurological development training to better understand 
the behaviours of children. Staff appreciate the safe space that leaders provide 
for them to discuss their well-being and workload. Staff develop knowledge and 
skills through effective working partnerships with a range of external agencies.

n The quality of education, teaching and learning is outstanding. Children 
demonstrate high levels of enjoyment and engagement in the interesting 
opportunities created for them. Staff's knowledge of the importance of early 
years and child development means that they know how to promote children's 
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learning very effectively. For example, staff place great emphasis on early 
reading. They position books in the room for children to notice and explore. 
Children have daily access to a lending library with a wide range of books that 
spark curiosity. As a result, children handle books with confidence and express 
their love for reading. 

n Staff help children to have a good understanding of the wider world. For 
instance, they use the children's cultures and holiday experiences to help 
children learn about different people and customs from around the world. 
Children look at pictures of others and proudly discuss what makes them unique. 
Consequently, children develop a broad understanding and appreciation of 
diversity.  

n Children learn a wide range of skills that help them to be confident and well 
prepared for the next stage in their learning and development. They are eager 
to learn and look forward to playing with each other. Children have consistently 
high levels of respect for others. For example, children learn strategies to help 
manage their feelings. They access a dedicated quiet area and show an 
incredibly positive attitude to learning and play. 

n Staff support children to develop their speaking and listening skills effectively. 
They model spoken English accurately. They also encourage children to use new 
words when they are speaking. Children are keen to share their thoughts with 
each other. For example, children confidently use a range of vocabulary when 
talking about the nutrients in foods they enjoy eating. Children make excellent 
progress in their communication skills. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff are highly committed to keeping children safe from harm. They 
attend regular training to deepen their knowledge. Staff are aware of their duty to 
protect children. They know the types of abuse and the symptoms to look out for, 
including awareness of the 'Prevent' duty. Staff are knowledgeable about the 
procedures to follow if they have concerns about a child's welfare. They prioritise 
children's safety well. Staff risk assess the environment to identify and address 
hazards. They understand the whistle-blowing procedure to follow should they 
have concerns about a colleague or managers. Robust recruitment systems are in 
place to ensure staff who work with children are vetted.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY469031

Local authority Portsmouth

Inspection number 10108871

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 89

Number of children on roll 150

Name of registered person ARK Schools

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533051

Telephone number 02392829899

Date of previous inspection 19 March 2014

Information about this early years setting

ARK Ayrton Nursery registered in 2013. It is run by ARK Schools and is part of ARK 
Ayrton Primary Academy, in Portsmouth. The nursery provides free early education 
to children aged two, three and four years old. It is open each weekday from 
7.30am to 6pm, term time only. The nursery employs 18 staff. Of these, 17 staff 
hold appropriate early years qualifications ranging from level 2 to early years 
professional status. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Michelle Fountain
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID -19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children. 
n The special educational needs coordinators spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.
n Parents shared their views on the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed the evidence of 

the suitability of staff. 
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a 

communication and language activity. 
n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 

of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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