
Inspection of Appleton Childcare Club
The Magdalene Centre, Mottram Road, Broadbottom, Hyde, Cheshire SK14 6BB

Inspection date: 5 July 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are keen and excited to attend the club. They chat and joke with staff, 
telling them about their day in school. Children have lots of opportunities to be 
physically active. They make use of the nearby playground, where they show their 
agility as they leap from tyre to tyre. Children work on their balance as they 
navigate the climbing frame and balance beams. When inside the club, they show 
their determination and competitive edge as they complete in relay race in the hall. 
Children spontaneously cheer each other on and compliment the efforts of their 
friends. Arts and crafts are a particular favourite of children, and they create 
incredibly accurate self-portraits, which they proudly show to staff.

Children benefit from quiet spaces where they can relax with a book, concentrate 
on their homework, or watch an age-appropriate movie. Older children act as 
excellent role models to those younger than them. They are helpful, courteous and 
demonstrate positive behaviours. Younger children benefit from these interactions 
and develop a rich vocabulary and increased confidence as a result. Some children 
challenge each other to games of pool, while others use their imagination to create 
complex structure from blocks.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the club is providing children with even greater 
support in relation to their social and emotional development. Children form secure 
relationships with staff and demonstrate that they feel safe as they talk to trusted 
adults about their feelings. They learn to be optimistic, positive and motivated.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have strived to provide a consistent service for families throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic and ensured the club remained open. They went to great 
lengths to provide a safe environment where children felt a sense of normality 
throughout this challenging period. Staff have worked hard to ensure that 
children's emotional needs are well met, and their focus on being kind can be 
seen in practice in children's conduct with each other.

n Leaders give a firm focus on supporting children's health. They provide lots of 
sporting activities which children enjoy. They help children learn about healthy 
lifestyles and provide them with a range of healthy snacks and meals. 
Additionally, children understand the importance of good hygiene practices. 
They require limited reminders to wash their hands on entry to the club, after 
using the toilet and before eating. Children of all ages do this independently and 
explain the importance of doing so 'to get rid of germs'.

n Children are confident and independent, while being well mannered and polite. 
Older children give those younger than them hints and advice on how to 
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improve the pictures they draw. Children thrive from responsibilities they are 
given by staff, such as leading their line from the club into school each morning. 
Others play ball and racquet games with them. Staff complement children's 
learning in school by helping them learn about different families, cultures and 
communities through books, activities and other resources available. This helps 
children to gain a better understanding of communities different to their own. 

n Staff talk about the positive support they receive when working at the club. They 
explain how leaders help them develop their confidence and support them to be 
more skilled practitioners. Staff receive regular supervision meetings which focus 
on well-being, training opportunities and how to make improvements at the 
club.

n Children say 'the staff are really kind' and that they 'love the yummy food' at the 
club. They talk about how there is always so much to do and that they like all 
the activities. Children explain that they can give their views on the club, such as 
ideas for different snacks and meals, which are then implemented. This shows 
that leaders truly value and act on children's feedback.

n Parents say the club gives great support for working parents. They say they 
know their children are safe at the club. Parents comment strongly on the 
warmth and care the staff provide to the children. They say the club offers 
children a 'safe, fun and stimulating environment'. Parents praise the staff team 
for meeting the emotional needs of their children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff at the club have expert knowledge of safeguarding. Their extensive 
experience in the childcare sector has given them first-hand experience of dealing 
with complex and challenging safeguarding matters. They use this knowledge to 
ensure that they are alert to any indicators of potential abuse of children in their 
care. Staff work closely with the host school and share information of relevance to 
help keep children safe. They know the procedures to follow in the event of a 
concern for a child and where to report concerns to. Staff know where to report 
information in the event of an allegation and what to do if leaders are not acting to 
safeguarding children. The club premises are secure, and leaders are rigorous in 
their risk assessments and collection and supervision arrangements for children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2538189

Local authority Tameside

Inspection number 10215263

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person Brannan, Karmen

Registered person unique 
reference number 2538188

Telephone number 07867 410 778

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Appleton Childcare Club registered in 2019 and is based in the Broadbottom area of 
Hyde. It is operated by a private provider. The club operates from 6am until 9am 
and from 3pm until 7pm, Monday to Friday, during term times. It also offers 
holiday care between 6am and 7pm, during school holidays. It closes for bank 
holidays and a week at Christmas. The club employs two members of childcare 
staff, both of whom hold an appropriate childcare qualification at level 3. They also 
hold management qualifications at level 4 and 5.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Richard Sutcliffe

Inspection report: Appleton Childcare Club
5 July 2022 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while at the club.
n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The provider showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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