
Inspection of Busy Bodies Pre-school
Melling (St Wilfrid) C of E Primary School, Lodge Lane, Melling, Carnforth, 
Lancashire LA6 2RE

Inspection date: 5 July 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children's laughter can be heard in abundance at this happy and nurturing setting. 
Children greet visitors with a smile as they arrive and are keen to explore the 
activities on offer. Children have formed loving bonds with the adults who care for 
them, they enjoy playing alongside them and are proud to share their learning 
experiences. For example, children enthusiastically shout 'Look what I made' as the 
adults run with them to share in their excitement at their achievements. Children 
feel secure and safe. 

The wide range of experiences on offer at this setting supports children's 
developing understanding of the world around them. Children excitedly recall their 
recent trip to the seaside and talk about it being their first experience of travelling 
on a bus and a train. They are brimming with excitement as they describe the ice 
cream they tried and the precious stones they found on the beach. Children spend 
a large proportion of their day outside exploring with natural resources. They mix 
petals with water and whisper 'It's magic' as they stare open mouthed in 
amazement when the water and petals change colour. Children are developing 
positive attitudes to learning. 

Children are thoughtful and caring towards their friends. They notice when children 
are still washing their hands and welcome them to the table for snack time, saying 
'We saved a place for you.' When children struggle to manage their emotions the 
adults provide extra reassurance and guidance. Children are supported to talk 
about their feelings. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children have many opportunities to build on their independence skills. They 
select their own resources to use in their play and know how to manage their 
own personal needs. Children choose which meal option they would like for 
lunch and carefully scrape their own plates when they have finished. This 
promotes children's confidence and supports them to develop the skills they will 
need when they start school.

n Staff value the positive relationships they have built with parents. They gather 
detailed information from parents about their children. Staff work in partnership 
with parents to design a personalised approach to children's transition when 
they start at the setting. This supports children to settle quickly and to feel safe 
and secure. Parents speak highly of the adults who work with their children, 
saying that they tune into their children's needs and often notice things about 
their children before they do. Parents feel that that their children are happy and 
are making good progress.

n Children's mathematical understanding is developing well. They confidently use 
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mathematical vocabulary in their play. For example, children count objects and 
describe shapes and patterns to their friends. They enjoy finding out who is the 
heaviest as they play on the see-saw and predict what will happen when a child 
gets off.

n Staff support children to develop their physical skills. Children strengthen the 
small muscles in their hands by using pipettes of different sizes to transport 
water and paint. They develop their coordination as they run up and down a 
grassy bank and climb on the equipment during a game of hide and seek. 
Children benefit from being physically active. 

n The manager is a reflective leader who has a clear vision for the setting. She 
improves the quality of the provision over time through effective coaching and 
mentoring of staff. Staff morale is high and their well-being is supported.

n Staff support children to become confident communicators in this language-rich 
environment. They engage children in thoughtful conversations. For example, 
they ask children about their favourite foods and talk about how to cook pasta 
and the difference in taste between salt and sugar. Children have lots of 
opportunities to talk and socialise. They become confident in conversations.

n Staff know the children well. They plan experiences linked to children's interests 
and regularly adapt the environment to support children's developmental needs. 
Staff engage positively with children and plan activities that focus on the areas 
that they have identified as children's next steps. However, staff do not 
consistently use their interactions with children to check their understanding. 
They do not consistently use this information to address any misconceptions and 
build on what children know and can do.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure knowledge of the things that may indicate a child is at risk of 
abuse and how to respond. They understand how to report any concerns they may 
have about any adults' behaviour towards children. They assess risks thoroughly 
and recognise their responsibilities to keep children safe. For example, they have 
codes on the locked external gates and do not use the climbing equipment when it 
is wet, so that children do not slip.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the quality of teaching by consistently checking children's 
understanding and building on what they know and can do. 

Inspection report: Busy Bodies Pre-school
5 July 2022 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY280656

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10231273

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 11

Name of registered person Busy Bodies Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907416

Telephone number 07789 416 738

Date of previous inspection 13 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

Busy Bodies Pre-school registered in 2004. It is committee run and situated within 
Melling St Wilfred CE Primary School. There are three members of staff, one of 
whom holds appropriate early years qualifications at foundation degree level and 
two at level 3. The setting opens term time only on Monday and Tuesday from 9am 
until 12.30pm and from 12.30pm until 3pm. The setting also operates on 
Thursdays from 9am until 12 midday. The setting provides funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Liz Dayton
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector observed the staff's interactions with the children and the impact 
of these on children's learning.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including checking the 
suitability of the staff.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity.
n Children and staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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