
Inspection of Rising Stars Nursery
28 Eastcote Avenue, Harrow HA2 8AL

Inspection date: 4 July 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive to nursery happy and excited to enter. Staff have high expectations 
for children's learning and behaviour. Children behave well. Children are polite and 
use their manners well. They share and take turns with their friends. They play well 
together and work together as a team.

Children enjoy the activities and resources provided to them. They are motivated 
and show good levels of engagement. Children gain a wide range of skills to 
prepare them for the next stage of their learning. Children thoroughly enjoy being 
outdoors in their large garden. Older children make up games. They roll large 
hoops, crawl through tunnels and use the climbing frame to practise their 
coordination and balance skills. Other children enjoy planting cress and sunflower 
seeds in their pots. They use spades to fill pots and carefully pinch the seeds and 
press them down into the soil. Toddlers busily fill the large-play cement mixer with 
sand and experiment making patterns in the sand tray with different moulds. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, staff continued to support children's 
learning online. Key persons provided group and one-to-one sessions with children 
throughout the day. This helped to maintain children's strong bonds with friends 
and staff. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff know the children well. They complete accurate ongoing assessments for 
children's learning. They talk confidently about where they are in their learning 
and what they need to do to support their continuing progress. Overall, children 
develop the key skills needed to be ready for school.

n Staff take prompt action when they identify any gaps in children's learning. They 
tailor plans, adapt their own practice and make referrals to other professionals 
to ensure all children receive the support they need. This approach helps to 
ensure that any children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are 
fully included. 

n Children learn about the importance of good health and hygiene routines. They 
manage their own personal self-care needs, relevant to their age and stage of 
development. Children are learning about the importance of good oral hygiene 
through various exciting activities, such as eating a healthy diet and using real 
toothpaste and toothbrushes to practice cleaning their teeth.

n Staff encourage children to use numbers and count throughout the day. 
However, staff do not use spontaneous learning opportunities effectively to 
introduce children to different mathematical concepts and language, to further 
support them in their play. 

n Staff communicate well with children. They model language well and are skilled 
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at capturing their attention. During group circle times, staff make effective use 
of props, such as tooth brushes, to encourage children's interactions. Children 
delight in joining in with repetitive action songs and familiar stories. However, at 
times, staff do not make full use of opportunities that arise for children to use 
their home languages in their play. 

n The provider and staff are committed to providing a good quality care and 
learning experience for children. Any complaints are managed appropriately. The 
manager has clear, ambitious plans for the continuous improvement of the 
nursery. The manager meets with staff regularly to help manage their workload. 
Staff well-being is fostered, and their professional development is encouraged. 
The manager cares about the individual needs of the children and their families. 

n There are many opportunities throughout the year for parents to become 
involved with the setting and their child's learning. Parents know what their 
children are learning and how staff are supporting them. Recently children and 
their parents took part in a sports day event and a picnic. Parents are very 
positive about the care their children receive and how well their children are 
progressing.

n Staff provide many opportunities for children to communicate with each other 
and work cooperatively. Children form positive friendships with their peers. They 
behave kindly and know how to express their feelings and emotions. Children 
understand what is expected of them, listen to staff and follow their instructions 
willingly. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a broad knowledge and understanding of safeguarding. They know the 
signs and symptoms of abuse and neglect. Staff know when and where to report 
any concerns they may have about a child's welfare. They know the procedure to 
follow in the event of a concern about a member of staff. Robust recruitment, 
vetting and induction helps to check the suitability of staff working with children. 
Staff carry out frequent risk assessments of the premises and supervise children 
well. Staff understand their responsibilities towards the children in their care.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance the curriculum for mathematics to increase the opportunities for 
children to explore a range of mathematical concepts while they play

n help children to build on and use their home languages in play and learning to 
strengthen their communication skills to the highest level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY478682

Local authority Harrow

Inspection number 10137968

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person Rising Stars Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531243

Telephone number 02084237337

Date of previous inspection 7 July 2016

Information about this early years setting

Rising Stars Nursery registered in 2014. It operates from a community building in 
the London Borough of Harrow. The nursery is open each weekday, from 8.30am 
to 3.30pm, term time only. The setting employs six members of staff. Of these, 
one member of staff holds a qualification at level 5, and two members of staff hold 
a relevant early years qualification at level 3. The setting receives funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anahita Aderianwalla

Inspection report: Rising Stars Nursery
4 July 2022 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the provider.

n  The inspector and manager went on a learning walk. The manager told the 
inspector what they want children to learn and how they would do this. 

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the nursery manager.
n The inspector held discussions with the manager, staff, and children at 

appropriate times during the inspection.
n The inspector looked at a sample of the nursery's documents. This included 

evidence about staff suitability and training.
n  The inspector spoke with parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views about the nursery. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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