
Inspection of Snitterfield Nursery 
School
Snitterfield Primary School, School Road, Snitterfield, STRATFORD-UPON-AVON, 
Warwickshire CV37 0JL

Inspection date: 29 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children separate happily from their parents on arrival and are keen to get involved 
in the available play activities. They are inquisitive and motivated to learn. A 
settling-in period is agreed with parents in accordance with their child's needs, 
which helps children to feel emotionally secure from the onset of their care at the 
nursery. Relationships between the staff and children are very good. Staff know the 
children well as individuals and meet their care and learning needs effectively. Staff 
observe children and assess their different stages of development. Children's 
learning builds successfully on what they already know and can do. 

Children behave well. They understand expectations for behaviour, such as sharing 
and taking turns. Children show consideration for others, join in and make friends. 
Staff encourage children to develop independence, including managing their own 
hygiene and personal needs, and making choices and decisions about their play. 

Children enjoy activities outdoors every day. They eat healthy food, and staff are 
fully aware of their dietary needs. Staff are diligent in ensuring that children do not 
receive food that would cause them harm. The youngest children are curious about 
the small apples that fall from a tree in the outdoor area. They understand that 
these are different from the ones provided at snack time, and they know that they 
should not eat them. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children develop good knowledge and skills across all seven areas of learning, 
which prepares them well for the eventual move on to school. Staff initially 
obtain information from parents on their child's stage of development, and they 
then continue to work with parents to ensure that children are challenged 
effectively to reach the next stages in their learning.  

n Staff ensure that children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
receive the additional support that they need. They work in cooperation with 
parents and other professionals to ensure that children make as much progress 
as they can. 

n Children are confident communicators. Staff model clear pronunciation and give 
children time to put their thoughts into words while engaged in conversation 
with them and when asking them open-ended questions. Staff caring for two-
year-old children offer good support as the children progress from putting two 
words together to forming short sentences. The children enjoy singing, and staff 
sing at a pace that enables these young children to join in with some of the 
words as well as the actions. 

n Children's handling skills are good. Staff provide toys and tools that help children 
to grip with their thumb and two fingers, which leads on to good pencil control. 
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Older children carefully and skilfully colour in pictures of their favourite things. 
They collect name-cards and copy their names. Children independently write for 
different purposes. For example, they write food and drinks orders in their cafe.

n Children join with their friends for imaginative role play. Some children pretend 
to be sitting in the doctor's waiting room. They look at some magazines while 
they are waiting. Other children take on the roles of mummies and babies, and 
they change the language they use and tones of their voices accordingly.

n Staff encourage two-year-old children to investigate melting ice, and the children 
realise that as the blocks of ice melt, the shells that are in the ice are released. 
Staff suggest that the children pour warm water on the ice, and the children are 
excited to discover that this speeds up the melting process. Older children's 
creativity is generally supported appropriately. However, staff do not consistently 
offer opportunities for these children to independently explore different play 
resources and develop their own ideas.  

n Policies and procedures are effective and inclusive for those children who attend. 
Some practice helps children to recognise their own unique qualities and the 
characteristics they share with others. However, staff's practice is not fully 
effective in helping children to learn about communities, families, beliefs and 
traditions outside of their own experience.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff complete training to keep their child protection knowledge up to date. They 
are aware of the signs of abuse and neglect, and they know the local referral 
procedures to follow if they have a concern. Staff are aware of the duty to prevent 
children from being drawn into situations that put them at risk. The premises are 
safe and secure so that children cannot leave unsupervised and so that unwanted 
visitors cannot gain access. Staff identify and successfully minimise potential risks 
indoors and outdoors.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n offer children more opportunities to explore different play resources and find 
things out for themselves

n build on current practice for teaching children about communities, families, 
beliefs and traditions beyond their own.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2548115

Local authority Warwickshire

Inspection number 10239558

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 26

Name of registered person Snitterfield Nursery School Cio

Registered person unique 
reference number 2548114

Telephone number 01789 731974

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Snitterfield Nursery School was established in 1994 and re-registered in 2012 and 
in 2020. It operates from a portable classroom in the grounds of the primary school 
in the village of Snitterfield, near Stratford-upon-Avon. The nursery employs six 
members of childcare staff, whose early years qualifications range from level 2 to 
level 3. The nursery is open from Monday to Friday during term time. Sessions are 
from 8.30am to 3.30pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jan Burnet
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The inspector viewed the nursery and discussed the safety and suitability of the 
premises.

n The manager and the inspector had a learning walk together of all areas of the 
nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time at the nursery.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual and a registered individual 

about the leadership and management of the nursery.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning. She carried out a joint 
observation of a communication and language activity with the manager.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

n The inspector took account of parents' views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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