
Inspection of West Wight Nursery
Summers Lane, Totland Bay, Isle of Wight PO39 0HQ

Inspection date: 29 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are valued and respected for their unique personalities. In turn, children 
recognise that they are individuals with their own thoughts and ideas. For instance, 
as older children share ideas about treasure as they listen to favourite stories. They 
share alternate ideas about what treasure might be and despite these being 
different, children value the views of their friends. Children's behaviour is 
exemplary throughout the nursery. Even the youngest of children know what is 
expected of them, as staff share clear and age-appropriate boundaries. Children 
are eager to have a go and relish the challenges when they encounter difficulties. 
They develop excellent concentration and perseverance skills. Toddlers build and 
reconnect large blocks until they balance successfully. Children develop extremely 
high levels of confidence and social skills. Younger children approach visitors and 
share toys and point out their friends in pictures displayed on the wall. 

Children thrive in the nursery and are enabled to achieve at the very highest levels. 
Children flourish in all areas of their development and develop the skills they need 
for life long learning. The nursery is brilliantly resourced and tailored for the natural 
curiosity children have, to support them in learning about the world around them. 
Children are highly inquisitive and have a thirst for knowledge, which is consistently 
nurtured by staff who have high expectations for everyone. For all children, 
including those with special educational needs/and or disabilities and those in 
receipt of additional funding, progress is exceptional. For some children who start 
slightly behind their peers, they are helped to catch up very quickly. This means 
that all children are supported to make the progress they are capable of.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is an exceptional leader. The leadership team and staff put 
children and their families at the heart of everything they do. They are highly 
ambitious and passionate in the time and dedication they give to ensuring all 
children have the best start in life. Partnerships with other professionals and 
with parents are inspirational. These strong links ensure seamless support is put 
in place to help all children to have the skills they need for their future learning, 
including their eventual move to school. 

n The manager's supervision of her staff contributes to their exceptional 
understanding of the nursery curriculum. She supports her staff team extremely 
well. Staff's ongoing professional development is consistently nurtured. They 
benefit from regular, individual supervision meetings, where they reflect on their 
work and identify their own targets for continuous improvement. Staff feel 
valued and enjoy working at the nursery. The highly tailored training, coaching 
and support enables staff to continue to develop their excellent teaching skills. 
Recent training on developing children's communication and language skills has 
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supported staff to successfully create innovative ideas to extend older children's 
excellent listening and attention skills. 

n The curriculum provided by the manager and staff is inspiring. Children benefit 
from learning which is tailored to their needs, and focuses specifically on what 
children need to learn or know next. The manager's and staff's shared vision for 
children's learning is implemented seamlessly throughout the nursery. All staff 
have an excellent understanding of how children learn. Teaching is exciting and 
enables children to receive the high-quality learning that contributes to the 
excellent progress they make from their starting points. 

n Children's behaviour is exemplary. Staff help children to understand and value 
their different wants and needs, and those of their peers. Children share and 
take turns with favourite toys and happily engage in cooperative play with their 
friends. For example, as toddlers make 'soup' they take turns in adding different 
ingredients and share ideas about what to add next. 

n Staff focus on children's speech and language skills is exceptional. Staff skilfully 
adapt their teaching to children's ages, abilities and needs. For instance, staff 
help babies to point out characters in favourite stories. Toddlers hear new 
language as staff continually use conversations to introduce new words and 
explain what these new words mean. Older children develop a love of books and 
enjoy being read to. As staff retell favourite stories to pre-schoolers, children 
recite favourite parts of the book. They excitedly recognise some words sound 
the same as they rhyme worm and squirm. Children have excellent listening and 
attention skills. When some children start slightly behind in their speaking skills, 
staff swiftly enable them to quickly catch up with their peers. This helps all 
children to be confident and articulate communicators.

n Staff are highly attuned to children's individual personalities and offer sensitive 
encouragement, time and praise for children. This enables those children who 
are quieter and less confident to shine, in their own unique way. Children 
develop excellent levels of self-esteem and a positive, can-do attitude in all that 
they do.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff demonstrate an excellent understanding of how to identify if children are at 
risk of abuse or neglect. They know the procedure for reporting  and escalating 
safeguarding concerns. Staff are deployed effectively, both indoors and outside. 
They keep children under their close supervision, reminding them about how to 
keep themselves safe. Robust risk assessments are carried out and the premises 
are safe and secure. The management team has thorough procedures in place to 
ensure staff are suitable to work with children, including on an ongoing basis. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY376941

Local authority Isle of Wight 

Inspection number 10108692

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 72

Number of children on roll 108

Name of registered person West Wight Nursery

Registered person unique 
reference number RP528174

Telephone number 01983 640 190

Date of previous inspection 22 August 2013

Information about this early years setting

West Wight Nursery registered in 2008 and is located on the Isle of Wight. The 
nursery is open from 7.30am to 6pm. During the school term a breakfast club and 
after-school club operate within these hours. In addition a play scheme runs in the 
school holidays. There are 19 members of staff who work directly with children. Of 
these 17 hold early years qualifications, at level 3 or above. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tara Naylor
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n Parents and carers shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a communication and language 

activity with the manager.
n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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