
Inspection of Folly Farm Day Nursery
Folly Farm Day Nursery, Clevedon Road, Tickenham, Clevedon, Somerset BS21 6RY

Inspection date: 29 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy and excited for their day at nursery. Children feel safe and 
secure and demonstrate this through strong bonds with their key person. Babies 
and young children show a keen interest in books and staff have high expectations 
for children to develop their early literacy skills. For example, they provide props to 
encourage children to re-enact the story of 'The Three Little Pigs', to help the 
children bring the story to life. Children have opportunities to develop their physical 
skills. In the large garden, children enjoy climbing up and rolling down the grass 
hill, using the climbing frame and the wheeled toys.

Children behave well. They demonstrate high levels of respect and understanding. 
For example, older children manage sharing independently by using a sand timer to 
take turns when using the equipment. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
management team has placed great importance on ensuring children develop their 
emotional resilience and well-being. Children show care and consideration towards 
each other. Staff skilfully support children's emotional intelligence and well-being. 
For example, staff read stories about feelings and emotions. They remind children 
to 'fill up each other's buckets with kindness', which supports the children to build 
relationships with their peers.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n A knowledgeable and enthusiastic management team leads the nursery. It 
makes sure that practice is monitored and any training needs are identified. 
Staff who are training are assigned mentors to provide feedback on practice and 
also benefit from excellent well-being support. Staff equally reflect on their own 
practice and attend training to help support children's communication and 
language. This provides them with knowledge to promote children's early 
literacy skills and strategies to support children's understanding. For example, 
staff consistently use Makaton signing. Staff carefully introduce new vocabulary, 
taking time to repeat and reaffirm this learning with the children.

n Children are well prepared for their next stage in learning. Staff demonstrate a 
secure understanding of the early years curriculum and use the children's 
interests and starting points to guide this. Staff consistently encourage children 
to manage their own self-care. Children are very independent and support their 
own hygiene needs. Younger children are encouraged to wipe their own nose. At 
mealtimes, children learn to serve themselves and clear their plates into the 
compost bin. 

n Support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) is 
strong. The nursery's special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) works 
closely with staff to ensure they provide an inclusive environment for the 
children. The SENCo is knowledgeable and implements clear strategies in close 
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partnerships with parents and other professionals. This has contributed to the 
rapid progress that all children are making over short periods of time.

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents praise the staff team and 
comment on the progress their children have made. Parents receive termly 
reports to keep them updated on their children's learning and development. 
Additionally, parents attend family events, such as a summer fete and coffee 
mornings. The arrangements to support home learning were paused during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This means children are not supported to continue their 
learning at home to support their ongoing development. 

n Staff organise opportunities for children to have experiences within their local 
community. For example, the children enjoy visits from local companies and 
professionals. This widens children's experiences and supports their knowledge 
of the local area. However, staff plan fewer opportunities to help children to 
develop a broader understanding of people and cultures beyond their own 
experience.

n Children are given numerous opportunities to learn outside in all weathers. 
Babies enthusiastically jump and splash in the puddles, showing delight, while 
older children develop physical skills in the challenging gardens, such as climbing 
in the large tyres or running up and down the grass hills.  

n Staff support children to develop a good understanding of healthy lifestyles. 
Children are provided with healthy and nutritious food. During mealtimes, staff 
encourage children's understanding as they talk about the benefits of eating 
vegetables. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Members of the management team have attended training to help them to fulfil 
their roles as the designated safeguarding leaders. Staff are knowledgeable about 
the possible signs and symptoms of abuse and neglect. In addition, they have good 
safeguarding knowledge and have attended training, such as on the 'Prevent' duty. 
Daily checks and risk assessments are carried out in all areas that are accessible to 
children. Staff support children to manage their own safety and understand how to 
take appropriate risks. The management team regularly reviews accidents within 
the setting to identify any patterns. Staff are very confident to take action if they 
have any concerns about a child's welfare or safety. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide a consistent two-way flow of information between home and nursery to 
enhance children's development further

n provide opportunities for children to develop their knowledge of diversity and 
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enhance their understanding of communities beyond their own.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2568794

Local authority North Somerset

Inspection number 10239248

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 5

Total number of places 34

Number of children on roll 63

Name of registered person Folly Farm Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2568793

Telephone number 01275854597

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Folly Farm Day Nursery is a rural setting. It operates from Tickenham, near 
Clevedon in North Somerset. It operates daily throughout the year from 8am to 6 
pm. The owner holds an early years qualification at level 6. She is supported by 14 
members of staff. Of these, four hold an early years qualification at level 6, six hold 
qualifications at level 3 and two hold qualifications at level 2. The nursery is in 
receipt of funding for the provision of free early education for children aged three 
and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Corinna Laing
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the nursery and discussed the safety and suitability of the 
premises. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk and discussed the 
early years curriculum. 

n Staff, parents and children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The SENCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND. 
n The inspector and the deputy manager discussed the teaching and learning that 

took place during a children's activity. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Folly Farm Day Nursery
29 June 2022 6

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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