
Inspection of Honeyshute Day Nursery 
and Pre School
Eggbuckland Church Hall, Church Hill, Eggbuckland, PLYMOUTH PL6 5RN

Inspection date: 27 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children positively thrive in this warm and inviting nursery. They excitedly greet 
their friends and the caring adults. Children settle quickly when they arrive. They 
help themselves to a healthy breakfast and talk happily to their friends as they eat. 
All children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND), make exceptional progress as there is an ambitious and brilliantly 
sequenced curriculum. Pre-school children show persistence and deep levels of 
involvement as they match coloured discs to numbers and solve shape puzzles. 
They help each other work out solutions so they can succeed with the challenge. 
Adults offer expert encouragement and praise. Outside, younger children explore 
bubbly water and learn about volume as they pour and fill containers.

Children show high levels of respect towards each other and the environment. 
Adults brilliantly model respect and ensure children feel highly valued. Children 
willingly offer to help with tasks, including carrying the food shopping to the 
kitchen and helping tidy up in between play times. Children are extremely confident 
and feel very safe and secure. This is because the adults work collaboratively 
together to provide a beautiful environment that enables all the children to explore 
and learn.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children develop a love of books as adults regularly and creatively share stories. 
Adults plan activities that give children the opportunity to extend their thinking 
about the story and develop their imagination. For example, children make 
potions after reading a story about a witch. They chop fruit and herbs and talk 
about the smell and texture. They recall and talk about the story and develop 
their own narrative. Adults model language extremely well. They expertly repeat 
words and extend sentences. They use open-ended questions to encourage 
children to recall what they know and to think of new ideas. 

n Adults expertly teach children the importance of being healthy through the 
carefully planned routine. Children know to wash their hands before and after 
meals. They talk confidently about brushing their teeth to keep them clean. 
Children learn about the importance of eating healthy meals as they enjoy the 
nutritious snacks and meals the nursery provides. All children take part in yoga 
and consider the benefit of exercise and the effects on their bodies as they work 
their muscles.

n Children learn about their emotions and how to manage them through carefully 
planned activities. They learn to label emotions through colours and use this to 
talk about how they feel and why. Adults brilliantly model descriptions of these 
feelings to further develop children's understanding. As a result, children are 
extremely calm and they are kind and considerate to their friends as they 
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develop an excellent awareness of empathy. 
n Adults expertly and regularly observe and assess all children to ensure they are 

making excellent progress in all areas of learning. If a child needs extra support, 
the very knowledgeable special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) supports 
them expertly. She works collaboratively with the child's parents and outside 
agencies to ensure the child makes excellent progress. 

n Partnerships with parents are extremely effective. Adults knowledgeably share 
children's learning and progress with parents. Parents are invited to attend 
meetings to share their children's achievements and next steps. Adults support 
parents with strategies to help their children at home. For example, they advise 
parents on how to ensure their children's transition to their next stage of 
education is smooth. 

n Leaders and managers are very passionate about positive outcomes for all 
children. They constantly strive to improve the environment and adults' practice. 
They carefully monitor children's well-being and progress. When they identify 
areas for improvement, they swiftly and calmly implement changes. Leaders and 
managers work collectively and in harmony with the team to develop teaching 
skills. Through highly effective mentoring and supervision systems, adults 
identify training needs and leaders support them to attend the relevant courses. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All adults have an excellent knowledge of how to safeguard children. The leaders 
have extremely effective systems to ensure adults have an up-to-date knowledge 
of how to identify and act on possible signs of abuse. There are clear procedures to 
support the well-being of all children, and adults know how to record and report all 
concerns about children or adults. Leaders have robust systems to ensure the safe 
recruitment and retention of all adults. They use regular risk assessments and take 
swift action to make areas of concern within the setting safe.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY449348

Local authority Plymouth

Inspection number 10235855

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 44

Name of registered person Shute, Tamsyn Claire

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904271

Telephone number 01752 769964

Date of previous inspection 15 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

Honeyshute Day Nursery and Pre School registered in 2012. The nursery is situated 
in Eggbuckland village near Plymouth. It opens from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to 
Friday, all year. The nursery receives government early years funding for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children. There are 11 staff. Of these, two staff have a 
relevant level 6 early years qualification, five have a level 3 early years qualification 
and three have a level 2 early years qualification. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sian Bath
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The area manager, the deputy manager and the inspector completed a learning 
walk together of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years 
curriculum.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they enjoy doing when 
they are at the nursery.

n The inspector spoke to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke to the nominated individual about the leadership and 
management of the setting.

n The SENCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being delivered, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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