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standards of early 
years provision

This 
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Met
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inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy to go to the club. They are greeted by enthusiastic staff who 
offer a very warm welcome. The sessions start with lots of easy conversations. 
Children and staff share their news and find out about each other's day so far. 
Children show that they feel safe and secure. For example, they tell staff about 
things that went well during the school day and things that did not go quite 
according to plan. Staff listen and offer the reassurance children need to feel 
better, and ready to enjoy the club.

Children have access to a wide range of activities that are suitable, safe and fun. 
There is an extensive programme of well-planned sports. Children can also choose 
to relax on the sofa, look at books or play more quietly. This means that the 
differing needs of children are catered for well.

Children are lively and also very well behaved. They listen to staff and do what is 
asked of them. Children understand, and follow, the rules in place to keep them 
safe. For example, they know that they must not go into the playground unless an 
adult is there. Children speak very enthusiastically about the club, which shows 
that they enjoy attending. One describes the club as 'pretty perfect'.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager involves children well in planning activities. This helps children to 
feel it is very much 'their' club. This, in turn, helps to ensure they want to 
attend. The manager talks to children about their favourite sports and activities 
and, when possible, incorporates these suggestions into the programme of 
activities.

n Children are able to try out a wide range of sports, which are taught well by 
trained staff. This helps children build a positive attitude towards an active 
lifestyle and gain in confidence to join in with sports elsewhere.

n Alongside planned activities, staff provide children with time and space to follow 
their own interests and practise skills they are learning elsewhere. For example, 
on the day of the inspection, some children enjoyed practising their gymnastic 
skills.

n Staff know children well. Younger children benefit from the continuity of a 
member of staff who also works with them at school. This, alongside good 
partnerships with the school and parents, means that staff are able to meet any 
individual needs effectively. As a result, younger children have any support they 
need to enjoy the club as much as older children do.

n Children of all ages play together happily. Older children are good role models 
for younger children, showing them new skills and inviting them into their play. 
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These warm friendships have a positive impact on younger children's confidence 
and sense of belonging.

n Children demonstrate good levels of independence. They help themselves to 
drinks when thirsty, look after their own belongings and ask for help when 
needed. Staff are very effective in encouraging these developing self-help skills.

n Staff create a very positive atmosphere where children feel valued and 
appreciated. Children often choose to display their creative endeavours on the 
display boards. They smile at the praise they receive for trying hard to do 
something well.

n The provider and other senior staff members monitor staff performance and the 
overall effectiveness of the club in meeting the needs of children. This helps to 
maintain very high standards. Leaders are always looking for ways in which they 
can improve the club further still. For example, senior staff have identified that 
they could review some craft activities, to make them more accessible to 
younger children.

n Parents are extremely happy with the service the club provides. They report how 
much their children enjoy attending. Parents consider staff to be professional, 
warm and good at what they do. These effective partnerships help staff continue 
to meet the needs of children well and ensure children continue to want to 
attend.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider ensures all staff attend regular safeguarding training. There are 
effective systems in place to ensure staff's knowledge remains up to date. Staff 
demonstrate that they can recognise the signs of potential abuse. They know how 
to share concerns with senior staff and how to escalate concerns beyond this if 
necessary. The provider follows robust procedures to ensure the suitability of those 
employed to work with children. Staff make accurate risk assessments and ensure 
the premises provide a safe and secure environment for children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2573866

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10239353

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 48

Number of children on roll 0

Name of registered person S4A Group Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901819

Telephone number 07989467850

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

S4A Group Ltd@St James & St Johns registered in 2020 and is situated in 
Chackmore, Buckinghamshire. It provides before- and after-school care for children 
who attend St James & St Johns School, which is situated across two sites. The 
provider employs three members of staff, one of whom holds a childcare 
qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Holley
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the premises to find out how the club is organised.
n Children and parents shared their views and the inspector took these into 

account.
n The inspector spoke with the provider and the club manager to find out about 

the leadership and management of the setting.
n The inspector observed staff's interactions with children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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