
Inspection of Whitchurch On Thames 
Pre School
Whitchurch Primary School, Eastfield Lane, Whitchurch On Thames, Reading, 
Oxfordshire RG8 7EJ

Inspection date: 24 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thoroughly enjoy their time at pre-school. They are made to feel 
extremely welcome by the warm, nurturing and enthusiastic staff. Staff work very 
effectively to help children settle and grow in confidence to spend time away from 
their families. Staff fully understand how challenging this has been for some 
children following the COVID-19 pandemic. Settling-in arrangements are 
exemplary; personal to each child. Staff show real empathy towards children and 
meet their emotional needs with warmth and understanding. Children show high 
levels of trust in staff to look after them.

Children behave well and are keen to learn. They benefit from a well-planned, 
broad and interesting curriculum. They have lots of opportunities to develop across 
all areas of learning. Children especially enjoy the opportunities to play and learn 
outside. As well as developing their physical skills, they learn to cooperate with 
others and to explore and play imaginatively. For example, children work together 
to build using large blocks. They talk to each other about what they need to do 
next and focus well on the task in hand.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff understand the importance of children being confident 
communicators. They plan their day to ensure children have plenty of 
opportunities to talk with staff and with each other. Staff enter into meaningful 
conversations with children. Children gain strong speaking and listening skills, 
due to the effective support offered by staff.

n Staff understand that children need to revisit learning in order to really 
remember what they have learned. Staff plan with this in mind. For example, 
they plan focused books so that children hear these stories regularly. This helps 
children develop a love of books, and an accurate understanding of how stories 
are structured.

n Staff plan activities with clear learning intent in mind. However, they do not 
always sharply focus on this intended learning when interacting with children at 
these activities. For example, staff plan activities to help children learn to 
express their emotions. However, they could have a sharper focus on this 
intended learning in their interactions with children who choose to take part. 
That said, staff support children effectively to practise other skills at these times. 
For example, they encourage children to use resources purposefully to express 
their creative ideas.

n Children enjoy coming together as a large group to listen to stories. Staff have 
identified that some children need help to focus at these times and offer timely 
support when needed. However, they do not make the most of these times, to 
teach children the skills that will help them need less-adult support to pay 
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attention well.
n Children flourish in the positive and happy environment. Staff are excellent role 

models for children. They teach children to persevere and not to worry if 
something does not go quite to plan. This was illustrated when staff 
demonstrated what children needed to do for different 'Sports Day' races. Staff 
showed children that sometimes they too dropped balls or did not win a race, 
and that this was alright. As a result, children showed resilience and cheered on 
and supported each other.

n Children show a very positive view towards an active lifestyle. They learn to 
manage risks and keep themselves safe. For example, they use climbing 
equipment with care. They thoroughly enjoy chasing and running games and 
use large-wheeled toys with great enthusiasm.

n Staff plan well to help children develop into compassionate and tolerant young 
people. They plan carefully so that children learn about the similarities and 
differences between themselves and others. Children are introduced to cultures 
beyond their own. They learn that families come in different shapes and forms. 
Children also have plenty of opportunities to celebrate days that are special to 
them.

n Partnerships with parents are a real strength of the setting. Parents are full of 
praise for the staff. Parents have a detailed and accurate understanding of what 
staff are teaching their children, and why. These very strong partnerships have a 
positive impact on children's well-being and learning.

n The leadership team is strong and effective. The committee is very well led. The 
manager feels well-supported and valued. Enhanced leadership has had a very 
positive impact on staff well-being, and on the overall quality of the provision.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager takes effective steps to ensure all staff have a thorough and detailed 
understanding of their safeguarding responsibilities. Staff talk confidently about the 
signs of potential abuse. They know how to respond to any concerns, who to share 
these with and the importance of doing so promptly. Staff know how to escalate 
concerns beyond the manager and committee, if they are needed to do so to keep 
children safe. Leaders follow robust recruitment procedures to ensure those 
employed to work with children are suitable to do so. Staff are deployed effectively 
to ensure children are supervised effectively at all times. Staff ensure the premises 
are safe and suitable.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to focus more precisely on the main-intended learning for some 
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planned activities, to further build on what children know and can do
n enhance the use of large-group times to further embed children's skills in 

independently sitting, listening and engaging well at these times.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2571742

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10239534

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Whitchurch On Thames Pre School CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number 2571741

Telephone number 01189844516

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Whitchurch On Thames Pre School re-registered in 2020 and is located in 
Whitchurch on Thames, Oxfordshire. It is open from 8.30am to 3.15pm, Monday to 
Friday, term time only. The provider receives funding for the provision of free early 
education for children aged three and four years. The provider employs seven 
members of staff; four of whom hold appropriate qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Holley
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together and discussed 
the early years curriculum. 

n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation and evaluated the 
quality of education.

n Parents shared their views and the inspector took these into account.
n The inspector held meetings with the manager and representatives of the 

provider to find out about the management and leadership of the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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