
Inspection of Beehive Pre-School 
Playgroup
York Beehive Pre School Playgroup, Low Moor Centre, Bray Road, York, Yorkshire 
YO10 4JG

Inspection date: 27 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are greeted warmly by caring staff. Children happily embrace their friends. 
Children understand the routine which helps them settle quickly. Children that need 
a little reassurance are confident to seek a member of staff for a cuddle before 
joining their friends. This helps children to feel safe. 

Children practise their speaking and listening skills. Staff provide commentary as 
they play alongside the children, repeating words clearly to help children with 
correct pronunciation. Children who speak English as an additional language use 
picture representation to help them communicate their needs, for example, using 
pictures of a toilet or snack. Older children learn phonics. For example, the letter of 
the week is 'P'. Children call out words beginning with 'P', as a staff member writes 
them down. They revisit the words throughout the week to secure their learning, 
with children recalling the previous week's words beginning with 'S'. Children learn 
good communication and language skills.

Children demonstrate lovely manners. They put their hand up to speak at circle 
time and take turns in their play. For example, they wait for the leaf printer at the 
dough table, kindly passing it around when they have used it. Older children help 
younger children to pour their drinks at snack time. As a result, children learn 
wonderful British values.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff implement a curriculum that ensures children are ready for school. For 
example, children learn independence skills as they put on their coats and shoes 
or chop fruit up for snack. Older children bring in a change of clothes to practise 
changing for physical education. Children are encouraged to be confident and 
keep trying when connecting carriages to a train. Children learn to be 
independent and to keep having a go. 

n Children are offered a range of learning opportunities, both indoors and 
outdoors. For example, children enjoy role play in the home corner. They happily 
prepare a meal for a staff member who encourages their conversations, building 
on what they already know. Children put on their aprons before painting at the 
easel. However, children with more learning experience and knowledge are not 
always challenged enough to reach their full learning potential. 

n Mathematics is introduced into all the children's learning activities. For example, 
children count how many carriages they add to the train. They comment if it is 
the front, middle or end of the train. They count the days in the week, adding 
and taking away days to the number. Children confidently recall the shapes they 
make in the dough and what colours they can mix to make purple. Children use 
mathematical language in their play. 
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n Additional funding has been used well to promote children's understanding of life 
at the pre-school and moving on to school. For example, children listen to the 
story 'Maisie's Day at Nursery' and compare their day at Beehive Pre-School to 
Maisie's day. Children comment that they hang up their coats like Maisie, but 
they do not have a sleep. This helps children to understand any recent changes, 
including moving on to school.

n Staff monitor and assess children's learning and development. Any gaps in 
learning are identified quickly. Strategies to close any gaps in learning are 
implemented in the provision. The special educational needs coordinator works 
closely with external agencies and families. This ensures that children receive 
the targeted support that they require at the earliest opportunity. As a result, 
children are making good progress in their learning and development, including 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 

n Partnership with parents is good. Staff understand the challenges of major 
changes for children whose parents serve in the armed forces. Parents are 
updated each term regarding their child's progress via their special book. 
However, parents commented that more regular updates would be welcome, to 
see what their children are doing and their chosen activities.

n There have been changes to the leadership and management of the pre-school 
since the last inspection. They are receiving support from the local authority and 
have completed a thorough evaluation of what needs to be updated. Action 
plans are being used well. However, improvements are not yet firmly in place.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff, including the trustees, have completed safeguarding children training. 
They understand their roles and responsibilities to keep children safe. Staff are 
aware of the signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. They 
know who to contact if they have a child protection concern regarding a child or 
adult. Regular safety checks are carried out to ensure children are safe and secure, 
both indoors and outdoors. Children are learning how to keep themselves safe, as 
they discuss the safe way to use a knife when chopping up fruit for snack.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure children of all abilities are suitably challenged in their learning and 
development   

n consider ways to keep parents updated regarding their child's experiences and 
events, particularly for those parents working away.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY563546

Local authority York

Inspection number 10244120

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 26

Name of registered person Beehive Pre-School Playgroup CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number RP563545

Telephone number 01904 849100

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Beehive Pre-School Playgroup registered in 2018 and is located in York. The 
provision employs six members of childcare staff; five of whom have appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 3. The provision opens Monday to Friday, term 
time only. Sessions are from 8am to 4pm, Monday and Friday, then from 8am to 
5pm, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. The pre-school provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jo Clark
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Inspection activities

n This was the first inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The deputy manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together to 
understand how the early years provision and curriculum are organised.

n The inspector made observations throughout the inspection of children's 
experiences in the setting, and assessed the impact that this was having on 
children's learning. 

n Children spoke to the inspector about their experiences in the setting.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n A meeting was held with the manager. This included a review of relevant 

documentation, including staff suitability and training. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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