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Met
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Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive happily at the end of their school day. They quickly put away their 
belongings and get involved in the good range of activities on offer. Staff greet 
them warmly. Some children give a 'high five' on arrival and others offer staff a 
hug. This shows how safe and secure children feel in the club.

Staff provide opportunities for children to play indoors and outdoors. Children can 
decide where they play, and choose to be active or to wind down after a busy day 
at school. Some children choose active play outdoors, such as swing ball, football 
or giant board games. Others choose to build a den and relax in it with a book, 
along with their friends. Children join in activities that staff have planned especially 
for them. For example, those who enjoy being creative spend time designing and 
making a rainbow. They paint very precisely, taking their time and concentrating 
deeply. They show great pride in their work when staff offer them plenty of praise. 
Other children prefer to play games such as chess. They explain the rules to one 
another, and teach younger children how to play.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n There is a strong partnership between the club and the school where it is 
located. Staff complement and extend children's learning in school through fun 
games and activities linked to topics that children are familiar with. 

n Staff know children well, and know what their interests and preferences are. 
This helps to ensure children are occupied and enjoy their time in the club. 
Children are able to join in planned activities or lead their own play. A wide 
selection of craft resources is available for them to select from, which supports 
them to be freely creative.

n Children listen to staff and follow instructions. They are familiar with cues from 
staff that mean it is time for them to complete actions, such as to fold their arms 
and listen. Children show respect to their peers and to staff. They are polite and 
eager to help.

n Leaders encourage staff to develop and extend their own professional skills. 
They give positive feedback to staff and offer suggestions to make activities 
even more effective. For example, during a creative activity, the manager notes 
that children could have drawn and cut out some shapes themselves, rather 
than staff providing a template. 

n Staff morale is high. They are happy and confident in their roles and are keen to 
review and improve practice. This indicates good capacity for ongoing 
improvements to the good quality service.

n Children contribute to activity plans, which helps to ensure that their interests 
and needs are met. Staff value their opinions and suggestions. Children describe 
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the club as 'amazing' and 'crazy fun'. They particularly like the special crumpets 
they get during the holidays.

n Staff and children work together to grow their own fruit and vegetables. Staff 
use the opportunity this activity provides to teach children about a healthy diet. 
Children are becoming more open to trying new foods and learning to 
understand the importance of good nutrition.

n Parents speak highly about the club and its staff. They feel assured that their 
children are happy and safe. They say communication from staff is excellent and 
that the club 'feels like an extended family'.

n Staff support children's emotional needs very well. They are very aware of 
circumstances that may affect children's confidence or sense of security in the 
group. They have sought support from outside agencies for children to help 
them through difficult times.

n Children know about good hygiene habits. They understand the reasons for 
keeping their hands clean and tell the inspector about 'catch it, bin it, kill it' 
routines to keep germs at bay. Their good health is further promoted by plenty 
of opportunities for fresh air and exercise. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders, staff and committee members undergo professional development 
opportunities that help them to maintain a secure and up-to-date knowledge of 
safeguarding. Staff know what to do if they are concerned about a child's welfare. 
There are robust procedures for recruiting new staff and committee members that 
help to ensure that those responsible for the childcare are suitable. There are clear 
whistle-blowing procedures to ensure that any concerns about staff suitability are 
managed swiftly and appropriately. Frequent risk assessments help to ensure that 
the premises and activities are safe and suitable for the children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 321481

Local authority York

Inspection number 10229319

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 113

Name of registered person Poppleton Schools Out Club Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP518354

Telephone number 01904 783653

Date of previous inspection 11 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

Poppleton School's Out Club (PopSoc) registered in 2000. It is located on the site of 
Poppleton Ousebank Primary School in York. The club employs nine members of 
childcare staff. Of these, six hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or 
above. The club opens from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 
7.30am to 9am and 3.15pm to 6pm during term time and from 8am until 6pm 
during school holidays. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Clare Wilkins

Inspection report: Poppleton School's Out Club (PopSoc)
27 June 2022 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting has received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
managers and staff and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the 
setting. 

n The manager talked to the inspector about the activities provided and showed 
her around the areas of the school used for childcare.

n The inspector observed activities both indoors and outdoors and the interactions 
between staff and children. 

n Leaders met with the inspector to discuss leadership and management of the 
setting. The inspector looked at relevant documents provided, including 
evidence of the suitability checks carried out on staff.

n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection. She took account of the views of parents from written feedback 
provided.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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