
Inspection of Seaside Lane Nursery
Seaside Lane Nursery, Crawlaw Road, Easington Colliery, Peterlee, County Durham 
SR8 3LP

Inspection date: 23 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff warmly welcome children into the nursery. Children demonstrate that they are 
happy and feel safe. Visual timetables help children identify what is going to 
happen next. Children explore a variety of activities that support their individual 
interests. For example, they enjoy making staff and visitors cups of 'coffee' in the 
outdoor area. Staff ask questions, such as 'How do you make coffee?' Children 
concentrate and learn mathematical concepts as they fill and empty containers of 
water. 

Staff encourage children to develop a love of books. Each week begins with a 
story, which staff then weave through activities for the rest of the week. For 
example, children are creative when they assemble cardboard boxes to build the 
bridge from a story about a troll. Others are busy colouring and cutting out their 
pictures from the same story. They successfully count out the number of legs and 
teeth on their trolls and count the number of eyes on trolls they have made from 
dough. Children behave well because staff have high expectations and effective 
behaviour management strategies in place.

Leaders and staff are clear on the impact COVID-19 has had on children's 
development, with some children having experienced difficulty in adjusting to 
routines. Staff have worked tirelessly to improve the provision since the last 
inspection. They are working with other professionals as part of a national scheme 
to boost recovery after the pandemic. This helps to close any gaps in children's 
learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children benefit from a broad and balanced curriculum. Staff use ongoing 
assessments to identify children's next steps in learning. For example, they 
encourage communication and language through stories. Children fill in the 
missing words to phrases as staff read to them. They talk about the characters 
and what is about to happen next.

n Daily routines are positive and promote independence. At breakfast, toddlers 
independently use a dispenser to serve themselves cereal. They successfully use 
small jugs to pour their milk. Hygiene is promoted throughout the setting. 
Children are reminded to wipe their noses and wash their hands. They access 
the toilets independently.

n Children have opportunities to develop their physical activities through play. For 
example, they take part in a music session that involves playing with dough. 
They use the dough to splat, roll and pinch, and move the dough from one hand 
to another to the rhythm of music. This develops small-muscle control and 
strengthens their hands for early writing.
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n Children bring their own lunch to nursery. Staff have created an informative 
display for parents, with ideas for nutritious lunches. They sit with children at 
mealtimes, and support conversations and good manners. For example, they 
discuss how healthy cucumbers and grapes are for our bodies.

n Children develop good listening and attention skills. Staff have introduced a 
'welcome time'. Children sit together and sing a song to welcome their friends. 
They learn about the days of the week and the date. They discuss the weather. 
Children delightedly volunteer to be that day's 'weather reporter'. This prepares 
them well for longer, more focused group times, as they eventually move on to 
school.

n Staff use a good range of strategies to involve parents in their children's 
learning. For example, parents send in cardboard boxes so that children can be 
creative in building bridges from a story. Staff support them well with ideas on 
how to continue this learning at home. Parents state that staff know their 
children well and children enjoy attending the setting.

n Staff teach children about the wider world. They learn about familiar festivals, 
such as Christmas, Easter and Chinese New Year. However, staff do not always 
provide meaningful teaching for children to develop an awareness of different 
cultures, festivals and ways of life that are less familiar to them.

n Overall, staff know the individual needs of children well. They have a good 
understanding of children's personalities and learning needs. Most children make 
good progress from their individual starting points. However, for children who 
speak English as an additional language, staff have not considered learning 
further information about their development in their home language.

n Staff describe how they feel very well supported by leaders and feel part of a 
cohesive team. They benefit from regular staff meetings and engage in peer 
observations. There are systems in place for leaders to identify training needs to 
improve the quality of practice.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a clear understanding of their roles and how to report concerns about 
children. They have received training and confidently talk about the signs of abuse. 
Recruitment procedures are robust. All staff hold full and relevant qualifications and 
have an enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service check. Leaders demonstrate the 
ongoing suitability checks that are carried out. There is an effective whistle-blowing 
procedure to ensure that staff know how to report concerns about colleagues. Staff 
are vigilant about children's safety and carry out daily checks to ensure that the 
premises and outdoor area are safe. Staff assess risks throughout the day. For 
example, staff discuss the high temperatures that day and make informed decisions 
about the safety of the outdoor area. Consequently, children are kept safe 
throughout the day.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance the curriculum to help children to consistently understand differences 
and similarities of people, cultures and communities different to their own

n consider how to use languages, in addition to English, that children or their 
families speak at home, in order to support children in their communication and 
language development.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2523569

Local authority Durham

Inspection number 10237542

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 22

Name of registered person Seaside Lane Nursery Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908687

Telephone number 07876056612

Date of previous inspection 7 March 2022

Information about this early years setting

Seaside Lane Nursery registered in 2019. It is situated in Easington Colliery. It 
operates Monday to Friday, term time only, from 8.45am to 2.45pm. The nursery 
employs four members of staff. Of these, three hold an appropriate qualification at 
level 3 or above. It provides funded education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Claire Crumpton
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observations of a group activity with the 

manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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