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Inspection of Sweetpeas Montessori

Furze Hill Barn, Priory Farm, Sandy Lane, Redhill, Surrey RH1 4E]

Inspection date: 22 June 2022
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are very happy and secure. They are confident and self-assured
individuals, who are building the skills they need for the next stage in their
learning. Children behave well and display a growing awareness of how to share
and play well with others. Staff provide children with boundaries, which helps them
to recognise and cope with their own emotions and those of their peers. Children
are curious, engaged and independent learners. They persevere as they try to
complete tasks by themselves. For example, when using pipettes to carefully
transfer coloured water into glass bottles. Children are praised for their
achievements and this helps them to build confidence in their own abilities.

Children have a growing awareness of the world they live in. Staff value children's
own interests and realise the importance of adding to their understanding through
meaningful discussions. For instance, children are articulate in discussing current
topics, such as how plastic in the ocean is affecting sea creatures. Children use a
wide range of vocabulary when staff skilfully ask them questions. This supports
children to build on their understanding and to have time to express their own
opinions. Children display their impressive recall skills as they discuss the role of a
palaeontologist and how they search for bones and fossils.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Children develop secure bonds with their key person and other members of
staff. A wealth of information is gathered when children first start to precisely
plan for their learning and to build on what they already know and achieve. Staff
have high expectations for each child's individual progress to ensure they reach
their fullest potential.

B The nominated individual, who is also the manager, recognises the importance
of evaluating the quality of the setting. She fully involves the other team
members, children and parents in helping to identify areas for improvement.
Staff benefit from regular supervisions and access to training, to keep them
motivated and build on their high level of practice and knowledge.

m Children use mathematics in their play and learning. They are able to identify
similar colours and shapes as they place glass beads onto the matching areas of
a rainbow. Children enjoy working together to make tall towers with bricks and
eagerly add more to make it taller than themselves. However, staff are too quick
to provide them with solutions to problems they encounter, rather than building
on children's own problem-solving skills.

W Staff closely watch the progress children make. All children are making good
progress, including those who receive additional funding. Staff know how to
identify potential gaps in children's learning to ensure they receive appropriate
support. Children who excel are given further challenges to keep them highly
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motivated and engaged. Staff place a lot of thought into planning exciting
activities and resources to help children to gain new skills. They prioritise
children having lots of time to practise and master these developing skills.

m Children have many opportunities to be physically active with lots of space and
the freedom to explore outdoors. They embark on weekly woodland walks and
this helps children to be immersed into nature and manage simple risks in their
play as they climb and balance.

m Staff help children to develop positive attitudes towards caring for themselves.
For example, children recognise the importance of putting on sun cream and
hats in hot weather and staying hydrated. However, staff do not consistently
build on children's understanding of making healthy choices in the food they eat.

B Partnerships with parents are strong and this is a particular strength of the
setting. Parents feel fully involved in their children's development. They value
the reports of their child's progress and how they can support them at home.
Parents comment on how well prepared children are for their move on to school.

m Children are building a love of stories and books. They quickly recall their
favourite parts of a story using their increasing memory. Children delight in
joining in with actions songs and taking part in circle time. This helps children to
continue to build on their ability to concentrate, follow instructions and
participate in group activities.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure understanding of how to safeguard the children in their care.
They are confident about how they would identify potential signs and symptoms of
abuse and the procedures they would use to report concerns. This helps to protect
the welfare of children. Staff use thorough risk assessments to keep children safe
when at the setting or on walks outdoors. The manager follows effective
recruitment and supervision procedures to ensure staff working with children are
suitable. Recent training has supported staff have the most up-to-date knowledge
of wider issues, such as county lines and the 'Prevent' duty.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W provide children with more time to find their own solutions to problems they
encounter in their play and learning

m develop further ways to support children to gain a better understanding of the
importance of making healthy food choices.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY559260

Local authority Surrey

Inspection humber 10190549

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Ezg?/s t\;erars Register, Compulsory Childcare
Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2104

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 22

Name of registered person Sweetpeas Montessori Ltd
Telephone number 01737 823 859

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Sweetpeas Montessori registered in 2018 and is located in Redhill, Surrey. The
setting is open during term time only, Monday to Friday from 9am to 2pm. There
are four members of staff. One staff member holds qualified teacher status, two
members of staff hold a relevant level 4 qualification and one member of staff
holds an appropriate level 2 qualification. The setting provides funded early
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Gwendolyn Andrews
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
nominated individual and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the
provider.

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and
discussed how the curriculum for the setting is organised. The inspector spoke
to members of staff and children at appropriate times throughout the inspection.

B The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager and held a
feedback meeting with the manager and the deputy manager at the end of the
inspection.

B The manager and the inspector discussed plans for evaluating and areas
identified for improvement. The inspector sampled a range of documentation,
including suitability checks and staff qualifications.

W The inspector observed the teaching and learning in both the indoors and the
outdoors and the impact this has on the development of the children. The
inspector spoke directly to parents and took their comments and written
comments into consideration.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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