
Inspection of Over The Rainbow
40 Violet Street, Ashton In Makerfield, Wigan WN4 9EE

Inspection date: 23 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are cared for by dedicated and passionate staff who have high 
expectations of what children can achieve. Activities promote children's curiosity, 
awe and wonder about the natural world around them. For example, children 
discuss what they can use to melt ice, experimenting with warm water and salt. 
Toddlers enthusiastically play with water, pouring, filling and noticing how water 
travels down the water wall. Children are motivated to learn. They are happy, 
content and demonstrate that they feel safe and secure through their positive 
interactions. Children concentrate on their chosen activities, and their playrooms 
are a hive of activity and learning.

Children behave well for their age. They relish the responsibility of being a 
'mealtime' or 'tidy-up' monitor, as they wear special badges to indicate their role. 
Children listen attentively to the instructions given by staff. Their efforts are warmly 
celebrated by staff.

Staff worked extremely hard to support children and their families during the 
pandemic. They maintained communication through regular phone calls, emails 
and social media engagements. Furthermore, staff completed doorstep deliveries to 
provide children with home learning packs. This helped to ensure that the 
momentum in children's learning was not lost and aided their smooth transition 
back to nursery after periods of lockdown. Subsequently, children display high 
levels of resilience and confidence.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff plan activities that reflect children's interests and what they need to learn 
next. They draw on the extensive information that they gather through their 
first-hand observations and strong partnerships with parents, to plan 
purposefully for children's continued learning. However, sometimes, staff do not 
embrace opportunities to challenge children's learning further. They do not 
consistently make the most of spontaneous opportunities in children's play to 
enhance and deepen children's knowledge and understanding. That said, all 
children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities and 
those who speak English as an additional language, make good progress.

n Staff interact well with the children. They are playful in their approach, which 
motivates children to explore and investigate. Children enjoy exploring wooden 
blocks and constructing a bridge over a 'river'. However, on occasion, staff do 
not skilfully differentiate activities to meet the needs of all children. This means 
that occasionally, those less confident and quieter children do not fully benefit 
from the learning opportunities provided.

n Children without question are developing the essential skills needed for future 
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learning. Staff have a robust knowledge of child development and how to build 
children's learning sequentially. Young children develop the muscles in their 
shoulders as they make large-scale marks with a variety of tools. Older children 
explore play dough and use stickers, which they carefully peel off protective 
paper and stick onto templates. These activities ensure that children have the 
essential skills needed in readiness for holding a pencil and writing.

n Considerable attention is given to supporting children to learn how to keep 
themselves healthy and safe. Children understand that an hourly alarm reminds 
them to drink water. They understand the importance of remaining hydrated 
during the warm weather and eagerly share knowledge this with the inspector. 
Children know that if they choose to play outside they must always wear a sun 
hat and sunscreen. Older children are encouraged to develop essential life skills 
as they use child safety knives to chop up fruit and vegetables at snack time and 
when playing in the home corner.

n Children benefit from calm and cosy areas throughout the setting where they 
can retreat to if needed and develop their skills in managing their feelings and 
behaviour. This supports children's emotional resilience and encourages children 
to develop empathy for others. Leaders have recently created a 'well-being 
champion', recognising the importance of staff's welfare. This has resulted in 
engaged staff who feel extremely well supported and recognised in their role. 
This has had a highly positive impact on how staff interact with children, which 
contributes significantly to positive outcomes for children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff have an accurate understanding of how to protect children at risk 
of harm. All staff attend regular training to help them to identify and support 
children effectively. Furthermore, the nursery manager has recently been 
recognised for her exemplary practice in safeguarding children. Her knowledge and 
skills ensure that staff have the confidence to respond quickly to any emerging 
concerns and report them to the appropriate authorities in a swift and timely 
manner. Stringent recruitment arrangements ensure that staff are suitable to carry 
out their duties and remain so for the duration of their employment. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff's confidence to embrace opportunities as they occur in children 
play to further challenge and enhance children's learning and understanding

n support staff to develop their teaching skills so that they confidently differentiate 
activities and ensure that those less confident children benefit fully from the 
learning opportunities provided.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY485549

Local authority Wigan

Inspection number 10236604

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 48

Number of children on roll 103

Name of registered person Over The Rainbow Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902047

Telephone number 01942 714222

Date of previous inspection 31 August 2016

Information about this early years setting

Over The Rainbow registered in 2015. The nursery employs 17 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 12 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 
and above. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are 
from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen Cox
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider. 

n Discussions were held with the deputy manager, parents and children at 
appropriate times throughout the inspection. 

n A learning walk was completed with the deputy manager to discuss the 
curriculum intent and how the provision is organised.

n The deputy manager and the inspector completed a joint evaluation of an 
activity.

n The inspector reviewed a variety of documents, including evidence of the 
suitability of staff, qualifications, first-aid certificates, and policies and 
procedures. 

n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children during activities 
and assessed the impact of teaching on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022

Inspection report: Over The Rainbow
23 June 2022 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

