
Inspection of The Gables Nursery
The Gables Nursery, Gables Road, Willand, Devon EX15 2PL

Inspection date: 22 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children positively flourish in this exceptional setting. They confidently explore the 
very well-thought-out environment and eagerly participate in the meaningful 
activities staff provide. Children benefit from a sequenced curriculum, developed by 
the knowledgeable staff and based on their secure understanding of how children 
learn. Children's individual needs are wonderfully catered for. Staff understand that 
the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in many children experiencing speech and 
language delays. They use highly successful strategies, such as signing, to help 
develop children's communication skills. Staff model language very well. This helps 
children to quickly learn new words and become confident talkers. All children, 
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), make 
excellent progress. This prepares them very well for the next stage in their 
learning.

Staff treat children with the highest respect for their own unique characters. The 
kind and nurturing staff know the children extremely well. Children settle in quickly 
and form strong, trusting attachments with them. Their behaviour is exemplary and 
they happily take part in unrushed routines that enable them to practise their 
independence skills. For instance, children eagerly find their own shoes and sun 
hats and learn to put them on before going into the garden.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The whole staff team is highly ambitious about providing quality care and 
education for all children, including those with SEND. When children need 
additional support, staff work in partnership with other agencies to meet their 
needs. Staff are highly experienced and well trained to understand the 
development of babies and toddlers. Teaching is consistently effective. Staff 
accurately assess each child and identify next steps in their learning. 

n Staff make a range of enticing books available for children to choose throughout 
the setting. They provide a library for parents to share books with their children 
at home. Staff read to children in a way that excites them. Children join in with 
the stories with delight. For instance, they pretend to fly like butterflies when 
reading 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar'. Children quickly develop a strong interest 
in books and stories.

n Children have ample opportunities to develop their physical skills, both inside 
and in the well-equipped garden. Children water plants, build towers and help to 
make play dough by pouring and mixing. Staff regularly praise them for their 
efforts, and children relish in their achievements, as they clap and smile. Staff 
encourage children to take appropriate risks as they challenge themselves. This 
helps them to gain good control and coordination of their bodies.

n Staff introduce a range of different festivals and celebrations in an age-
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appropriate way. Children enjoy playing with scarves and headdresses during 
Diwali, for example. Staff regularly take children into the local area to visit farms 
and shops. Children are beginning to learn about the world around them and 
gain an understanding of different communities.

n Mealtimes are wonderfully sociable experiences. Babies and toddlers 
demonstrate high levels of self-control as they sit together with the staff. They 
learn to feed themselves and they take a keen interest in food. For example, 
they help to cut up fruit and vegetables to make smoothies. Staff are aware of 
the importance of healthy diets and they promote good oral hygiene. Children 
enjoy brushing their teeth and they pretend to do this in their play.

n The setting has very strong links with the local pre-school and the primary 
school. Before children move on to the pre-school, they have opportunities to 
visit with their key-person. Staff also support them to get used to new routines, 
for example sleeping on mats instead of in cots.

n Parents are extremely happy with the education and care provided at the 
setting. Staff keep parents well informed about their children's progress and how 
to support them at home. Parents report that they are impressed with how well 
their children's development progresses. They value the warm and professional 
staff and the genuine bonds they make with their children. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff give children's safety and well-being the highest priority. All staff attend 
training to identify and act on any concerns about a child's welfare. They are 
confident in recognising the signs that may indicate a child is at risk from harm and 
how to report them. When recruiting new staff, the manager follows a thorough 
process to ensure staff are suitable for their roles. The staff and children regularly 
practise fire evacuation drills. Staff ensure that all areas are risk assessed to keep 
children safe.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2545374

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10214383

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 2

Total number of places 18

Number of children on roll 19

Name of registered person Willand Pre-School

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908083

Telephone number 07368192899

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The nursery registered in 2019 to provide care for children from three months to 
age two. It is based in the village of Willand, near Cullompton. The nursery is open 
on weekdays from 8am to 6pm, throughout the year. The manager holds a level 5 
qualification and three other staff members hold qualifications at level 3. One 
member of staff is currently working towards a level 2 qualification.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Den Russell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The room leader and the inspector went on a learning walk across all areas of 
the nursery and discussed how the early years provision and curriculum are 
organised.

n The manager and the inspector jointly observed and evaluated an activity.
n The manager discussed the leadership of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector spoke to children and read statements from parents to gather 

their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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