
Childminder report

Inspection date: 29 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle quickly with the friendly childminder and form strong attachments 
with her. They respond positively to her gentle, calm approach. She recognises 
children's individual interests and uses these well to help children enjoy their play. 
For example, children become absorbed pushing and prodding the play dough and 
tell a visitor they are making an apple. They like to snuggle up with the childminder 
to listen to a favourite interactive animal story. They learn the names of the 
animals and tell the childminder about the blue, purple and red colours in the 
pictures. 

Children enjoy going on local outings with the childminder, such as to play parks or 
for nature walks to find some blackberries. The childminder is keen to support 
children's learning. They are keen to have a go and try hard at blowing bubbles. 
They watch with fascination as the bubbles float through the air and have great fun 
trying to catch them and pop them with their hands. Children use their 
imaginations well in their play. They move the small-world toy animals around a 
water-park activity centre, chatting happily to themselves about their game. 
Children interact well with their friends overall.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder is keen to develop her practice and has made improvements 
since the last inspection. She has considered further ways to support children's 
communication and language. For example, she gives children time to respond 
to her questions. She uses more descriptive words, such as shimmery and 
scratchy when reading children stories to extend their vocabulary. In addition, 
she has implemented a more accurate way of recording children's attendance.

n Children develop their physical skills well. They enjoy running freely in the 
garden and like rocking up and down on the see saw. Younger children know to 
sit on their bottoms to go down the garden steps safely. They observe how their 
older friends walk carefully along a wooden bench seat outdoors and work out 
how to do this themselves. However, the childminder sometimes misses 
opportunities to help children with assessing potential risks, such as when 
climbing and balancing in the garden, to keep themselves and others as safe as 
possible.

n Children enjoy a healthy range of snacks, and the childminder talks with them 
about foods that help them stay fit and well. Children know the daily routines of 
washing hands before eating, to help prevent the spread of infection.

n The childminder promotes children's good behaviour well. She provides a calm, 
consistent approach and gives children clear explanations about any unwanted 
behaviour. She also use positive reinforcement well and praises children often to 
help them develop good self-esteem.
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n Children show an interest in understanding about the world. For example, they 
listen intently as the childminder explains how solar lights work. They find out 
how to release toy animals frozen in ice as it melts. They hold a shell to their ear 
and say, 'We can hear the sea'. 

n The childminder provides a range of activities for children based on their 
interests. Younger children pretend to bathe their baby doll and show delight 
splashing in the water tray. Older children begin to count confidently and group 
matching objects, such as colourful interlocking shapes. However, the 
childminder does not always give sufficient focus to supporting and challenging 
children's existing skills within their play. For example, to build on children's 
mathematical awareness consistently well.

n Parents provide positive comments about the childminder. They say their 
children love going to her and she keeps them well informed about their care 
and learning activities.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has completed safeguarding training and understands her 
responsibility to protect children's welfare. She is aware of signs that may indicate 
potential concerns and knows the procedures to follow to seek further advice. The 
childminder continues to assess her home for safety issues and puts appropriate 
prevention in place to minimise accidents. For example, she keeps her front door 
locked and the garden is securely enclosed. The childminder liaises well with 
parents about how to develop children's confidence and support their social skills 
following the COVID-19 pandemic.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to develop planning to give more focus to activities that support and 
challenge children's individual learning needs consistently well

n consider further ways to support children's understanding of risk and how to 
keep themselves and others safe from harm.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY558800

Local authority Dorset

Inspection number 10208824

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 6

Total number of places 5

Number of children on roll 6

Date of previous inspection 16 September 2021

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2018. She lives in Dorchester, Dorset. The 
childminder offers care Monday to Friday, from 7.30am until 6pm, during term time 
only. She receives funding to provide early years education for children aged two, 
three and four years. The childminder holds an early years qualification at level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Mary Daniel

Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed the curriculum with the childminder and how this is 
delivered to support children's learning.

n The inspector observed children's interactions in play indoors and outdoors, and 
discussed their progress with the childminder.

n The inspector took into account the spoken views of parents.
n The inspector and the childminder completed a joint observation and discussed 

the quality of teaching.
n The inspector viewed a sample of documentation, including accident records and 

first-aid certificates. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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