
Childminder report

Inspection date: 21 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled in a calm and welcoming homely environment. They 
enjoy exploring a range of engaging and varied activities and toys. Children enjoy 
listening to and sharing favourite stories and rhymes. They talk about what they 
know about the story and what will happen next. The children build good 
communication and language skills through recalling prior learning from activities 
that lead to reading the story. They learn new vocabulary and use new descriptive 
words when relaying the story. For example, they describe the textures of items, 
such as coconuts being 'hard' and 'bristly'. 

Children behave well and respond well to expectations of behaviour from the 
childminder. For example, they sit on the sofa and know not to climb or jump on it. 
They share toys and resources and take turns well. They have a positive attitude 
towards the childminder and listen well to instructions. They concentrate for good 
periods of time at activities and persevere to achieve what they want to do. For 
example, they use hand-to-eye coordination to lace threading cards. 

Children enjoy developing mathematical skills through counting and identifying 
numbers, colour, and shape. For example, they type and count numbers one to 34 
on the computer. All children make good progress, including children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder builds positive partnerships with other settings. She takes time 
to attend meetings to share planning and discuss children's progress. This 
means that children are well supported in all settings and make good progress. 
The childminder plans effectively for the development of children's next steps 
based on her shared knowledge with other settings.

n The childminder supports children's language development well. She introduces 
new vocabulary during play and talks with the children throughout the day, 
asking questions, extending their knowledge, and encouraging thinking. For 
example, the children describe the textures of shells such as 'bumpy', 'smooth' 
and 'rough'.

n Parents speak highly of the childminder and comment on the support they 
receive in caring for and meeting the needs of their children. They value the 
time that the childminder takes to give daily feedback and arranging longer 
times to discuss children's progress and next steps.

n The childminder provides a range of activities for the children to develop their 
muscles and hand-to-eye coordination. For example, children demonstrate that 
they are developing small-muscle skills as they learn to thread laces around 
character cards. They build confidence as they successfully lace and unlace the 
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cards.
n The childminder has a clear curriculum focus for helping children to develop 

independence skills. She builds on what they know and their next steps. She 
adapts her teaching to the different needs of individual children, using her 
knowledge of the learning styles and interests of the children.

n The childminder does not always allow enough time for children to fully consider 
their ideas in play. For example, she offers too much support to children during 
play, limiting their opportunity to explore and discover for themselves in her 
attempt to use every moment as a teaching opportunity. This impacts on the 
children's ability to think for themselves.

n The childminder supports children consistently and effectively to manage their 
behaviour. For example, she recognises promptly when children require support, 
and she provides clear explanations to help them understand rules and 
boundaries.

n The childminder develops her own bank of strategies to support children with 
SEND. For instance, she completed training to help develop her own knowledge 
of SEND. As a result, she has increased opportunities for children to learn to sit 
with others in a small group. Children now enjoy regular story times, and they 
listen well with others. This will help them adjust to routines when they attend 
pre-school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder minimises risks to children in her home well each day. For 
instance, she conducts visual checks to identify and remove hazards, such as 
broken toys. The childminder has set procedures for mealtimes to help to keep 
children safe. For example, younger children are supported to sit at the table with 
older children, and meals are prepared and served safely with consideration to 
appropriate food for the age and stage of the children. The childminder has a 
secure understanding of safeguarding and child protection. She knows the 
procedure to follow if an allegation is made against her. She is familiar with local 
safeguarding partnership procedures should she have a concern about children's 
welfare. The childminder attends training to keep her safeguarding knowledge up 
to date. She can identify the signs and indicators of abuse and, in particular, signs 
and symptoms of abuse in relation to radical and extreme views and behaviours.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n allow more time for children to explore and learn independently during play and 
activities.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY562335

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10198826

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 7

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 12

Date of previous inspection 10 June 2021

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2018 and lives in Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire. She 
accepts funding for the free provision of education for children aged three and four 
years. The childminder holds an appropriate qualification and works with a 
registered assistant. She provides care Monday to Saturday from 7am until 6pm. 
On Tuesdays and Wednesdays, she provides care until 8.30pm. The childminder 
also provides overnight care. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Robinson

Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The childminder spoke to the inspector about their learning intentions for the 
children.

n The inspector held a safeguarding discussion with the childminder.
n The inspector observed interactions between the childminder and children, and 

considered the impact of these interactions on children's learning and 
development.

n The inspector took into account the views of parents.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022

Inspection report: Childminder report
21 June 2022 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

