
Inspection of Cheeky Monkeys
Westfield County Infant School, Askham Lane, Westfield, York YO24 3HP

Inspection date: 21 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children feel happy and safe in this friendly, nurturing environment. They form 
strong bonds with the adults caring for them. Children spend their day chatting, 
playing happily and eagerly exploring the vast array of activities on offer. Children's 
curiosity is captured by the caterpillars that have turned into cocoons. They 
observe how staff carefully place the cocoon into the special net. Children recall 
previous learning as they explain that the cocoons will turn into butterflies. They 
explore what will happen next by looking at reference books. Children practise their 
good handling skills in a variety of ways. For example, some children draw 
butterflies, while others create their own designs using pens, paper, scissors and 
sticky tape. 

Children are excited to play with their friends and work together cooperatively. For 
instance, when playing in the mud kitchen, they dig up soil and mix it with water, 
which they describe as 'mucky soup'. Older children confidently start conversations 
and remember what happens next in a story. They count as they play and use 
mathematical language to describe the size of their pasta bracelets. Staff have high 
expectations for what children can achieve. Children behave well. They learn to 
take appropriate risks to develop their physical skills. For example, they carefully 
balance over the crates and clamber up and down the lower limbs of the tree. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership of the setting is strong. The manager recognises the skills and 
expertise of her staff and values their ideas. All staff receive good support and 
mentoring. They are highly motivated and work very effectively together. This 
creates a very positive and efficient environment for children to play and learn.

n The manager and staff are committed to ensuring that any potential concerns 
about a child's development are identified at the earliest opportunity. They use 
funding effectively to offer a variety of well-targeted learning experiences which 
help to quickly close any gaps in children's development. Staff work well with 
other professionals to help children to reach their full potential. For example, 
they carefully manage the transitions to school for individual children and share 
specific and relevant information with teaching staff. 

n Overall, staff work together to successfully plan activities that build on children's 
interests and capture their imaginations. All staff understand the learning 
intentions planned for each activity and deliver these effectively. However, not 
all staff consistently plan purposeful, sharply focused activities that directly 
promote children's individual next steps in their learning.

n During some adult-led activities, children sit together as a whole group. Older 
children are fully engaged while challenged to name the days of the week and to 
think about and describe what the weather is like. Older children remain 
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interested throughout the session and participate enthusiastically. However, 
some of the younger and less-confident children are less engaged, even though 
they are happy to sit in the large group.

n Staff show children that their views and opinions are valued. They give children 
opportunities to make decisions as individuals and as a group. For example, at 
story time, every child is asked to vote for the story they would like to be read. 
They also have a song board where they can pick out the card which shows the 
song they would like to sing. This helps to promote children's personal and social 
skills, as well as learning to respect the decisions made by their friends.

n Staff understand the importance of building children's communication and 
language skills. They talk to children during activities, sing rhymes with them 
and engage them in action songs. Staff provide a wealth of opportunities for 
writing and mark making. They support children in developing their physical 
skills in both large and small movements. This helps children to develop their 
writing skills, for example when recording their name of their artwork or writing 
a shopping list. Children show a love of books, which they access independently. 

n Parents' feedback about the service they receive and the progress that their 
children make is extremely positive. They greatly appreciate the help they 
received from staff when the COVID-19 pandemic forced the setting to close. 
Staff speak to each parent as they drop off and collect their child. They share 
useful information with them about the activities that children have enjoyed and 
the progress that children are making. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff know and understand their safeguarding responsibilities. There are robust 
recruitment procedures in place to ensure the suitability of staff working with 
children. All staff regularly access training to update their knowledge of 
safeguarding and child protection. They know the signs and symptoms that could 
indicate a child is at risk of abuse and neglect. Staff are vigilant and know how to 
record and refer their concerns. Children play in a safe and secure environment. 
Staff check the play space both inside and outside to ensure all potential hazards 
are removed. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n refine the way that observations and assessments are used, so that planning for 
children's next steps is even more precise and helps all children make rapid 
progress from their starting points 

n ensure that the youngest children benefit just as much as the older, most-able 
children during whole-group teaching activities. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 321493

Local authority York

Inspection number 10117713

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 41

Name of registered person Cheeky Monkeys Play Group Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907417

Telephone number 01904 555 299

Date of previous inspection 25 June 2015

Information about this early years setting

Cheeky Monkeys Playgroup registered in 1992 and is situated in Westfield, York. 
The playgroup employs seven members of childcare staff. Of these, six hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above. The playgroup opens 
Monday to Friday from 8.40am until 3.10pm during term time only. It provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Janet Fairhurst
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector carried out a learning walk with the manager and discussed how 
the curriculum is delivered.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities and assessed 
the impact this has on children's learning. She spoke with staff and children 
during the inspection.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager and provider. She 

looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working 
in the nursery.

n The inspector spoke with parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Cheeky Monkeys
21 June 2022 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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