
Inspection of Little Learners Pre-
School Day Care Inc
Brighouse Adult & Community Learning Centre, Church Lane, Brighouse, Yorkshire 
HD6 1AT

Inspection date: 21 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children take strong ownership of their learning at this exceptional pre-school. 
They thrive on the interesting and ambitious curriculum which they are offered. 
Children make choices about how and what they learn. For example, staff develop 
the end-of-year show from children's interest in castles and knights. Children 
practise this production with great enthusiasm, singing confidently and moving 
round the stage. They create props and use them effectively to help them act. 
Children are proud of their pre-school. Their parents are very pleased with the 
support they get to help them learn well.

Toddlers enjoy making music with pans and kitchen utensils. Staff challenge them 
to make the sounds 'louder' and 'quieter'. They support toddlers to find objects 
made from different materials and help them explore the different sounds they 
make. Toddlers roll and climb over large equipment to help to develop their 
physical skills. Staff know that children are very capable so they plan activities that 
challenge them. For example, children enjoy learning about some animals of the 
world and the food they like to eat. They explain their ideas well as they use a 
digital globe to help them locate different places. 

Children's well-being is prioritised. Leaders ensure that the key-person system is 
responsive and that children are paired with staff which they share the strongest 
bond with. When children prefer some calm time, special spaces are available for 
them. When children are reluctant to finish their lunch, staff sit quietly with them 
and read them stories until they are ready to eat again. This gives children great 
comfort.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff ensure that the curriculum builds on children's skills over time and supports 
them to be confident learners. Children access the resources that they would like 
and they use them for sustained and rich play. Older children stay on task for a 
long time, completely engrossed in their self-chosen activities. Staff monitor 
children's progress and ensure that they identify their next steps in learning. 
They give ideas to parents about how they can support their children's learning 
at home.

n Children play exceptionally well together. They support and negotiate with each 
other during their construction play. For example, children collaboratively make 
model aeroplanes and fly them together, making the sounds of the plane in 
unison as they swoop it around. When it breaks, they decide together how to fix 
it. Younger children enjoy exciting role-play experiences. They communicate 
with their friends as they serve pretend afternoon tea to the staff. Children pass 
each other the clothes to dress dolls with and they help each other put the dolls 
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to sleep. Children support each other to climb and roll over large-play 
equipment.

n Leaders are highly reflective and unwavering in their pursuit of excellence. They 
continuously reflect on the provision. Leaders ensure that all staff have the most 
up-to-date knowledge and skills to give children outstanding care and education. 
Staff work as a unified team. They share their outstanding practice with each 
other to aid professional development. For example, staff observe each other in 
their teaching to share good practice. Provision for children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities is superb.

n Staff teach children strategies to keep themselves safe. For example, when 
children are learning to speak, staff encourage them to use picture cards to 
express what they would like to do and to ask for help. Children visit the local 
supermarket to buy fruit for smoothies during a healthy eating topic. They 
advise staff what kind of food they should eat, telling them how they should 
keep healthy by brushing their teeth and not eating too much sugar. 

n Staff teach children through very high-quality interactions. They explain, suggest 
and challenge children to use words well in their play. This helps children to 
converse very well with each other and staff around them.

n Parents are extremely happy with the work that the staff in the pre-school do to 
help their children learn. They appreciate the support offered to them, such as 
effective strategies for promoting their children's positive behaviour and potty 
training.

n Adults ensure that children have regular opportunities to visit the local park so 
that they can go on 'bear hunts' or explore the larger outdoor space. This 
supports them to develop their gross-motor skills and to navigate uneven 
terrain. This helps them to manage risk.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding is effective. Staff complement statutory training with regular 
discussions about children's safety and well-being. They share collective 
responsibility and know that everyone is responsible for looking out for signs that a 
child may be at risk of harm. Leaders follow safer recruitment practice and follow 
this with regular supervisions to ensure that staff remain suitable. Staff make sure 
that the indoor and outdoor environment is safe and regularly risk assessed for any 
hazards. They use regular walks and outings as opportunities to teach children how 
to cross the road safely.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2537743

Local authority Calderdale 

Inspection number 10225961

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 49

Number of children on roll 61

Name of registered person Little Learners Pre-School Day Care Inc. CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number 2537742

Telephone number 01484 717772

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Learners Pre-School Day Care Inc registered in 2019 and is located in 
Brighouse, Yorkshire. The nursery employs 13 members of childcare staff. Of 
these, 10 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 and above, including 
one who holds early years professional status. The nursery opens during term time 
from 9.30am to 3.30pm, Monday to Friday. It provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lucy Patrick
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection. 
n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

staff working in the setting. 
n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 

about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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