
Inspection of Our Ladys Preschool
Henshaw Road, Wellingborough, Northants NN8 2BE

Inspection date: 20 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children clearly show that they feel happy and safe at the setting. When they 
arrive, they rush inside to greet their friends. Children benefit from knowing what 
to do as there are clear routines in place. They are encouraged by staff to be 
independent. Children take off their outdoor shoes and put their slippers on, before 
putting their lunch boxes away. At snack time, they confidently pour milk into cups 
and use tongs to serve themselves pieces of fruit. 

Children behave very well. They listen carefully to the consistently high 
expectations from staff throughout the day. For example, staff remind children to 
fetch an apron before playing in the mud kitchen. When minor disagreements 
occur between children, staff remind them to have kind hands and feet. Staff 
model to children how to share, and praise them when they later do this without 
being prompted. 

Children find out all about how to be healthy. They brush large-scale models of 
teeth and tell visitors how they need toothpaste on a toothbrush to make sure the 
teeth are clean. Children explore different healthy foods such as aubergines and 
mushrooms in the role play kitchen. Staff provide them with opportunities to 
experience foods they may not have seen at home. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff communicate effectively as a team. Despite recent changes, staff work very 
well together. They tell each other when they are going to a different part of the 
setting, which ensures that children are always supervised closely by an 
appropriate number of staff. Staff have regular appraisals where they discuss 
with the management team what they would like to do to develop their practice 
further. Opportunities to access further training happen regularly to allow staff 
to develop their skills. 

n Parents confirm their children enjoy coming to the setting. They state staff 
generally add photographs of activities onto an online journal so they can see 
what children have been doing. However, parents feel less well informed about 
their children's learning and development. Parents say they are not always 
informed about how they can support their own child's learning further at home. 

n Relationships between staff and children are very strong. Throughout the day, 
children invite staff to join in with their play. For example, children spend 
sustained periods of time making potions outside. They tell staff about the herbs 
from the garden they have added. Staff are skilled at extending children's 
learning through their interactions. For example, when children notice the 
shadows on the ground their body makes, staff support them to draw around 
these with chalk to observe how the shadows move as they move their body. 
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n Staff provide opportunities for children to find out about the world around them. 
For example, when children notice a truck collecting recycling, staff provide 
them with toy trucks and talk about how different materials can be recycled. 
Staff incorporate a relevant book into the activity so children can develop their 
knowledge even further. This extends children's learning through their interests 
and widens their experiences. 

n Generally, staff support children to develop their communication and language 
skills well. They introduce new vocabulary throughout the day. For example, 
when children find a bumblebee, staff explain how the wings are 'transparent'. 
They talk to children about what this word means. However, occasionally, 
children who are learning English as an additional language are not supported as 
well to develop their speaking skills. Sometimes, staff repeat back to children 
when they speak in two- or three-word phrases, instead of extending the 
sentences to help expand their vocabulary even further. 

n Throughout the day, staff are skilled at incorporating mathematical language 
into children's play. For example, staff talk to children about the different sizes 
of containers they are using to make potions. They introduce language such as 
small, medium and big. Children start to use this themselves in their play. 

n Managers are mostly clear about what they need to notify Ofsted of. However, 
they do not always complete documentation that provides Ofsted with 
information about new committee members. However, there is no risk to 
children's safety as the committee member is not involved in the day-to-day 
running of the pre-school or with recruitment of new staff. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure knowledge of safeguarding. They recognise the signs that a 
child's welfare may be at risk. All staff have a good understanding of the 'Prevent' 
duty. They understand how to protect children who may be at risk from extremist 
views and beliefs. Staff know to refer to the setting's safeguarding policy if needed. 
They know this contains the contact numbers for agencies they may need to 
inform. Staff manage risks effectively. Before children arrive in the morning, staff 
do a visual check of the indoor and outdoor areas used by the children to check 
that hazards are not present. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide parents with more information about their individual children's learning 
and share ideas how on they can offer further support at home 

n develop staff's understanding of how to support children who are learning 
English as an additional language.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 220265

Local authority North Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10072586

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 3 to 4

Total number of places 18

Number of children on roll 18

Name of registered person
Our Lady's Pre-School Wellingborough 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901992

Telephone number 07807938154

Date of previous inspection 11 January 2016

Information about this early years setting

Our Ladys Preschool registered in 1999. It is located in Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire. The pre-school employs three members of childcare staff. Of 
these, two hold appropriate qualifications at level 3 and level 6. The pre-school 
operates Monday to Friday from 8.45am until 3.30pm, during term time only. It 
provides funded early education for three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emily Lofts
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The acting manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all 
areas of the setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the acting 

manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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