
Inspection of Southborough Pre-
school
Community Centre, Crundwell Road, Southborough, Kent TN4 0LL

Inspection date: 28 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happily and eager to start exploring the resources. They are 
brought into the setting by their parents, which stopped for a period of time due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Children are given time and supported by staff to settle 
in. Children start their day with a group registration and say good morning to one 
another before choosing what they would like to do. They have free access to a 
secure outside space that has been thoughtfully set up with activities to support 
their interests. For example, children pick lemon herb from the herb garden and 
pretend to make 'lemon soup' and 'pancakes'.

Children work cooperatively with each other. They independently use sand timers 
to support and remind each other of turn taking. Children ask their friends for help 
when they need it. For example, they hold the sticky tape for each other so that 
they can cut bits off to create models. Children are confident exploring their 
environment and get involved in checking it is safe. For example, they have 
checklists on clipboards to risk assess the outdoor area.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has worked hard to implement changes and meet requirements 
following the setting's last inspection. Staff update their training regularly and 
have recently attended a number of courses to support their professional 
development. The manager works with external agencies to help the setting 
improve. Staff feel positive about the changes and improvements that have been 
made so far. 

n Staff know the children well and what interests them. They plan activities based 
on the things children like. For example, children enjoy taking part in a science 
experiment. They take turns to drop raisins into sparkling and still water and 
compare what happens to them. Children show engagement and curiosity as the 
raisins start to float. Staff remind children of the rules when taking part in 
science experiments, such as taking turns and not drinking the water.

n Children's language is supported well. They confidently talk about the caterpillars 
they have that will turn into butterflies. Staff introduce children to new words, 
such as 'lava', 'chrysalis' and 'cocoon' as they learn about the life cycle of the 
caterpillar. Staff monitor and assess what children know, and build upon this 
when planning activities. They work in partnership with external agencies to 
make sure children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are well 
supported. As a result, children make good progress. 

n Staff encourage children to think about solutions to problems. For example, they 
ask them what they might need, in order to eat their pretend 'lemon soup', or 
what they might need to be able to fix a button back on to a dressing-up dress. 
However, staff do not always adapt their teaching to suit the age and stage of 
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all children. As a result, some inconsistencies in staff teaching does not fully 
maximise the learning opportunities for all children.  

n The manager carries out supervisions with staff to monitor their practice. Staff 
know the children well and are aware of the curriculum intent. However, some 
staff, including those who do not attend every day, are not always clear on how 
to implement the curriculum to best meet all children's needs. 

n Older children independently manage their own self-care. They take themselves 
to the toilet when they need to and wash their hands before mealtimes. Staff 
have their lunch with the children and talk to them about the food they are 
eating. They encourage children to open their own packets such as yoghurt 
tubes, and support them to using scissors if necessary. 

n Parents are happy with the care that their children receive and feel well 
informed about the progress their children are making. The are happy to be 
allowed back into the setting again following COVID-19. Parents like seeing the 
activities the children take part in and having discussions with their child's key 
person.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The designated leads for safeguarding understand their roles and responsibilities to 
report any concerns raised about children's welfare. Staff have recently updated 
their safeguarding training and understand how to identify if a child is being 
abused. Recruitment procedures are robust and the ongoing suitability of all staff is 
checked regularly. The designated leads and all staff know what to do if they have 
concerns about an adult working with children. Staff carry out risk assessments 
daily with the children to ensure the environment is safe.   

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve staff teaching to ensure that all children's needs are being met to fully 
maximise their learning

n enhance monitoring of staff practice, including staff who do not attend every 
day, to ensure that teaching is having the best positive impact on children's 
development. 

Inspection report: Southborough Pre-school
28 June 2022 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 127449

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 10226661

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 55

Name of registered person Southborough Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904801

Telephone number 01892 538666

Date of previous inspection 25 January 2022

Information about this early years setting

Southborough Pre-school is committee run and registered in 1991. It operates from 
the community centre in Southborough, near Tunbridge Wells, Kent. The pre-
school is open from 9am to 3pm, Monday to Friday, during term time only. It 
receives funding to provide free early years education for children aged two, three 
and four years. There are 10 members of staff; six of whom hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Pippa Clark
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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