
Inspection of Zebedee Nursery School
Sulivan Hall, 4 Parsons Green, London SW6 4TN

Inspection date: 20 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and engaged in this caring and nurturing environment. They 
feel valued and celebrated and gain a good understanding of what makes them 
unique through activities. For example, children create 'I'm special' posters at home 
with their families and bring them to nursery to share with their peers. Children 
belong to a community where parents and carers are encouraged to be fully 
involved in the life of the nursery. The manager hosts regular talks to support 
parents on topics such as screen time, setting boundaries and building self-esteem.

Children's personal, social and emotional development is central to the ethos of this 
nursery school, ensuring they feel safe and secure during their time there. Through 
storytelling, role play and celebrating each other's achievements, children learn to 
respect one another, be kind and make the right choices. Children behave well. 
They listen attentively and respond promptly to staff.

Children develop a love of learning through exciting and engaging topics that cover 
all areas of learning, such as pirates, animal babies and knights and castles. They 
are taken on visits to enhance the learning, for example to see a castle. Through a 
range of topics, children's vocabulary is enriched and expanded. Staff plan topics 
around the children's interests and children are encouraged to suggest what they 
would like their home corner to become. Children enjoy role play, dressing up as 
doctors and firefighters and acting out scenarios. They explore play dough with 
fresh herbs and make pretend cakes, counting the candles they add. They enjoy 
daily art activities, often linked to their topic of the week. For example, they stick 
shapes with glue to create a picture about a nursery rhyme they have been 
learning. 

Children who speak English as an additional language are well supported and make 
good progress. Staff speak to them about their home and family and share key 
words in English for children to learn at home. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Partnerships with parents are very strong. Parents talk positively about the 
progress their children make and how they are encouraged to be involved in 
their learning at home. Parents report that communication is excellent and that 
they are regularly kept up to date with their children's learning and progress. 
Parents are welcomed into the setting throughout the year to take part in 
activities with their children, such as science days and coffee mornings. 

n During the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, staff continued to support children's 
learning online. This helped to maintain children's bonds with friends and staff. 

n The manager and staff are committed to supporting children with special 
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educational needs and/or disabilities. They work with external professionals to 
ensure they meet children's individual needs. They put individual plans in place 
within the setting to enable all children to develop at their own pace when 
required.

n The dedicated manager and her long-standing team are passionate about the 
children being ready for the next stage in their education and developing 
essential life skills. They encourage children's independence throughout the day, 
such as finding their names to self-register on arrival, putting on and taking off 
their coats, pouring their drinks and choosing resources. Children are greeted by 
the manager each morning and encouraged to make eye contact as they return 
the greeting.  

n Children enjoy learning to count and recognise numbers. They throw beanbags 
onto number tiles, say the number and then jump that many times. They are 
supported with their counting if required. Children learn to write the numbers 
and practise pencil control. However, they are not always reminded or shown 
how to form the numbers correctly and can be moved on to the next activity 
before staff have checked the children's understanding of concepts. 

n Children develop their physical skills indoors and outdoors. They practise for 
sports day in the local church garden, running, skipping, hopping, throwing and 
balancing beanbags. However, more consistent demonstration from staff would 
further enhance their skills in this area. 

n Staff report they are well supported. They meet regularly and work closely to 
plan activities and next steps for the children. Leaders work effectively with 
schools to support transitions, inviting the children's future teachers to the 
nursery to meet the children before they start at their new school. 

n Children develop an understanding of the diverse world we live in through 
engaging in topics such as 'children around the world'. Staff share their cultural 
experiences with the children, supporting them to understand people's 
differences. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff understand the importance of keeping children safe. They ensure that the 
environment is checked and free from hazards. Staff understand the need to 
adhere to policies and procedures, such as the use of mobile phones, and are 
aware of safeguarding matters such as the 'Prevent' duty. They describe the signs 
and symptoms of abuse that might cause concern and know the procedures to 
follow should they need to report concerns about a child's welfare. Safer 
recruitment procedures are implemented effectively to ensure all staff are suitable 
to work with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n consistently include demonstrations when teaching adult-led activities, so that 
children fully understand what is expected of them  

n allow time for checking and consolidating the learning that has taken place 
before moving on to the next activity. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY307253

Local authority Hammersmith & Fulham

Inspection number 10137943

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 34

Name of registered person Zebedee Nursery School Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP527646

Telephone number 020 7371 9224

Date of previous inspection 21 October 2015

Information about this early years setting

Zebedee Nursery School registered in 2004. The nursery operates within the 
London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham. The nursery is open Monday to 
Friday from 8.55am to 12.10pm for children aged three and four years, with 
afternoon sessions from 1.30pm to 3.30pm Monday to Thursday for children aged 
two years. There are five staff working with the children; of these, one holds a 
degree in early childhood studies (level 6), one holds a qualification at level 4 and 
two hold qualifications at level 3. The nursery provides funded early education for 
children aged three and four years. Zebedee Nursery School follows some aspects 
of the Montessori philosophy of education.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicky McDougal
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The inspector spoke with staff during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact it was having on children's learning. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a mathematics activity with the 
manager.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views. 

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022

Inspection report: Zebedee Nursery School
20 June 2022 7

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

