
Inspection of Rainbow Pre-School
Carriers Road, CRANBROOK TN17 3JS

Inspection date: 20 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The manager welcomes children into the pre-school with warm words of 
reassurance and a guiding hand. Each morning, children enjoy joining in with a 
'what's in the bucket' activity to support their listening skills and enhance their 
communication and language development. They watch with interest, smiling in 
awe at the objects pulled out of the bucket. This helps to support them to feel 
settled, safe and happy. Children readily engage in and enjoy exploring activities 
such as ice play, construction, glitter painting and play dough dinosaur footprints.

Children spend extended periods of time exploring the outdoors. They learn to 
safely take risks, develop physical skills, play together and form friendships. 
Children thrive outdoors, where they smile, run, count in different languages, and 
freely explore their surroundings. Most children are able to form good friendships 
and they enjoy playing together in the mud kitchen, playing chase on the climbing 
frame and rolling tyres down the hill.  

Children have a good understanding of the rules and routines, and most behave 
well and can follow instructions. Staff support children to build confidence, 
resilience and independence, supporting them for the next stage in their learning. 
Staff have high expectations for all children. They ensure that children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are included and able to access all 
learning opportunities. This results in all children making good progress.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff plan a curriculum that is designed around children's 
current interests, such as constructing homes for play animals. It is sequenced 
well to build on what children already know. This supports them to build the 
necessary skills and knowledge for future learning. However, sometimes, staff 
are unsure of how to extend an activity to ensure that it provides a deeper 
understanding for all children.

n Staff have high ambitions for children with SEND. The manager adapts the 
environment and works well with external agencies to ensure that all children 
can access all areas of learning. For example, she incorporates physiotherapy 
exercises into physical education lessons and uses funding to make the outdoor 
equipment safe and accessible. This allows all children to make good progress.

n Staff present information well and speak clearly for all children to understand. 
Staff model new words, such as 'crash', 'smash' and 'melt', when investigating 
ice. However, not all staff are consistently good at providing new language for 
children. This means that children are not consistently exposed to a language-
rich environment to improve their speaking skills. 

n Children listen well and respond to instructions, showing concentration and 
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enjoyment in the activities they do. During physical education, all children can 
follow instructions carefully and accurately. They giggle as they pretend to 
waddle like a penguin with balloon eggs between their legs. This behaviour 
supports them to focus and promotes a positive attitude towards learning. 

n Staff are skilled at encouraging children to persevere when they find something 
challenging. Staff model and show how to load threading pens, and then 
children take pride in successfully being able to do it themselves. This creates a 
can-do attitude to learning. 

n Most children behave kindly towards each other. When there are disputes, staff 
are quick to intervene and encourage 'kind hands'. However, staff do not always 
support children to explore and express their own emotions or understand the 
impact that their behaviour has on others. This means that some children are 
not able to regulate their own emotions, and behaviours can be distracting for 
others when learning.

n Staff encourage all children to be independent. They can put their own coats 
and shoes on, change for physical education, pour their drinks and go to the 
toilet themselves. This equips children well with the skills to move on to school.

n The manager identifies training needs in the pre-school and is keen to continue 
to develop the skills of her staff. This works to support each individual child to 
feel settled and to make progress.

n The manager maintains good relationships with parents and agencies, including 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. They share information and best practice, 
providing consistency in care and learning for every child. The pre-school also 
has good links with the local school, supporting children with successful 
transitions.

n Parents speak highly of the pre-school, the support their children receive, and 
the progress they make. Parents say that children 'come on leaps and bounds' 
and feel that 'nothing is ever too much for staff'. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff, including the designated safeguarding lead and special educational needs 
coordinator have a clear understanding of child protection. All staff complete 
regular training to update and expand their knowledge. Staff are clear about their 
role and responsibilities in child protection and the importance of making prompt 
referrals should they have any concerns about a child. Staff undertake effective risk 
assessments of the pre-school environment, which helps to reduce and minimise 
any potential hazards. The manager follows safer recruitment procedures to make 
sure that staff are suitable to work with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n strengthen staff's use of language to ensure that all staff are consistently 
extending and developing language for all children

n support staff to extend learning opportunities for children in order to enrich the 
learning and help children to develop a deeper understanding

n help children to explore and express their emotions and understand how their 
behaviour impacts other children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2550068

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 10215701

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 33

Name of registered person Rainbow Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904118

Telephone number 01580715570

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Rainbow Pre-School registered in 2019. The pre-school is situated in Cranbrook, 
Kent, and shares its premises with the local school. The pre-school is open each 
weekday during term time only. Sessions are from 8.50am to 2.50pm, Monday to 
Thursday, and 8.50am until 11.50pm on Friday. The pre-school is in receipt of 
funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two, three and 
four years. There are five members of staff, of whom all hold a recognised 
childcare qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nina Harvey
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and 
discussed the curriculum.

n The inspector spoke with staff, interacted with children and viewed appropriate 
documentation.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n Parents shared their views about the setting with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Rainbow Pre-School
20 June 2022 6

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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