
Inspection of Monkey Puzzle Day 
Nursery Altrincham
Mere House, 34 Market Street, Altrincham, Cheshire WA14 1PF

Inspection date: 17 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children blossom in this well-organised, high-quality nursery. They have adapted 
well to the changes made due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Children understand 
that their parents no longer come into the nursery. They are warmly welcomed at 
the main entrance by enthusiastic staff and happily find their friends as they start 
an exciting, joyful day of learning. Children lead their own play and explore their 
creative imagination, inspired by the stimulating range of resources, in cosy and 
comfortable spaces. They concentrate well and develop a deep curiosity to explore 
and test out their own ideas. Babies benefit from the calm and encouraging staff as 
they try new experiences. For example, the babies babble gleefully as they pour 
water from different containers within the water tray. 

Children are extremely happy in nursery and show they feel safe. They build strong 
attachments with the nurturing, highly experienced staff. Children's behaviour is 
exemplary, they are sociable, confident and form great friendships with each other. 
For example, children encourage their friends into nursery by offering to share their 
toys and inviting them to play. Staff have high expectations for all children and 
plan an effective curriculum with all children in mind. All children, including those 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), make notable progress. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children's communication skills are a top priority. All staff model an extensive 
range of vocabulary, meaning that children consistently have opportunities to 
hear and practise new words. For example, while reading 'Monkey Puzzle', 
children talk about the monkey's tail as it coils around the tree.

n Children and staff use sign language as part of their daily routine to support 
children's language development. Staff provide excellent opportunities for 
children to help them become confident in their communication and language. 
They engage children in rich conversations as they play. For example, children 
learn that submarines are used to move around deep in the ocean. Children are 
confident to ask questions and are consistently encouraged to think and find 
solutions for themselves. 

n Children are highly motivated and demonstrate high levels of concentration 
when they are learning new things. They display wonderful consideration 
towards each other, and visitors. Children in all rooms greet the inspector on 
their arrival. Pre-school children politely invite them into the room and show 
them around. Children know what time of day it is. They are aware of the daily 
routine and anticipate what is coming next.

n Outdoor provision offers an ambitious and innovative curriculum. The 
'indoor/outdoor' classroom further extends physical play opportunities for 
children of all ages. Children choose to spend much of their day outside and 
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they share the space respectfully. 
n Support for children with SEND is outstanding. Staff expertly secure timely 

interventions and target early help. They provide support for children at the 
earliest opportunity. All children have language screening assessments 
completed. Where needed, individual, targeted support plans are created to 
contribute towards the rapid and substantial progress all children make over 
short periods of time.

n Nursery benefits greatly from a well-qualified and experienced management 
team. They are highly motivated, inspiring and passionate about providing all 
children with the very best start. The knowledgeable management team 
consistently monitors and supports staff practice to ensure high-quality teaching. 
Managers and staff work together extremely well. Children's learning and 
development is significantly improved by the resulting staff confidence and 
sense of well-being.

n Leaders ensure that staff access training that aligns with meeting the needs of 
the children. For example, recent training in children's development supports 
staff to gain a thorough understanding of the time it takes children to process 
thoughts. They use this new knowledge to enhance highly purposeful 
interactions with children. As a result, staff give children time to respond to 
questions to develop their critical thinking skills. 

n Partnerships with parents are excellent. Parents report they would not hesitate 
to recommend the nursery. They highly commend the staff team and feel a part 
of their children's learning experience. Parents praise the regular feedback they 
receive through the online parent app. Parents particularly like the information 
that is shared to support their learning at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The nursery has a strong focus on safeguarding children and families. The 
environments, both inside and out, are very well maintained and risk assessed to 
minimise hazards and keep children safe. Staff are alert to the signs of abuse. They 
know the process to follow if they are concerned a child is at risk of harm. Staff 
have a good understanding of the processes to follow if there is an allegation made 
against another staff member. They regularly review their training to ensure their 
knowledge is up to date. Recruitment procedures are robust. The managers 
regularly check the ongoing suitability of staff.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY553670

Local authority Trafford

Inspection number 10148340

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 59

Number of children on roll 59

Name of registered person CC Childcare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP553669

Telephone number 07739343512

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Monkey Puzzle Day Nursery Altrincham registered in 2017. The nursery operates 
Monday to Friday, 51 weeks of the year. Sessions are from 7.30am to 6.30pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jason Holmes

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n A learning walk was completed with the management team to discuss the 
curriculum intent and how the provision is organised.

n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times throughout the 
day. 

n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including evidence of 
the suitability of those working with children and safeguarding and health and 
safety policies.

n The views of parents were considered by the inspector, through verbal 
discussions.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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