Oféted

raising standards
improving lives

Inspection of Murdishaw West Pre-
School Playgroup

Murdishaw West Cp School, Barnfield Avenue, Murdishaw, Runcorn, Cheshire WA7
6EP

Inspection date: 17 June 2022
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous

. . Good
inspection



Oféted

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children happily enter the pre-school and are pleased to see their friends and key
person. Staff understand that as a result of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic,
children have had limited opportunities to extend their physical development and
emotional well-being. Therefore, staff ensure that these aspect of children's
learning are focused on as part of their intended curriculum. As a result, gaps in
children's learning quickly close.

Children are caring and kind to each other. For instance, while playing outdoors,
they notice when their friends have dropped their sun hat and thoughtfully return it
to them. Children respond, saying 'thank you', without any prompts from adults.
Children understand the pre-school routines well. For example, at circle time they
sit and eagerly listen to the adult. In addition, they wait their turn to call out their
own name and select the correct picture cue card for the activity. Children are
confident communicators. For example, they can correctly answer staff's questions
about the weather. These discussions also help children gain an understanding of
how to keep themselves safe. For example, staff talk to them about how to protect
their skin and bodies in hot weather.

Children experience mathematics through most activities. This includes counting
out objects, using money in the role-play shop and as they go on shape walks.
Children are encouraged to read by the staff. For example, children are challenged
to find the letters of their own names in a newspaper. Children wait with
anticipation to hear and respond to the peekaboo part in a story. Younger children
roar loudly as they imitate the dinosaur and keenly repeat words, such as 'splash’
and 'chomp’. Older children have a go at sounding out new words and write for a
purpose. For example, as they attempt to write recipes for biscuits they baked.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B There is a clear and ambitious intent for the curriculum. The curriculum is
sequenced and, in the main, delivered well to help children build on their stages
of development. As a result, children are actively engaged and involved in the
activities and experiences provided for them. Consequently, all children,
including those who are funded and those who have special educational needs
and/or disabilities, make good progress from their unique starting points.

W Staff support children's communication skills well. For example, they pause to
check children's understanding as they ask them questions, and give children
time to think and answer. Subsequently, children are eager to participate in
discussions, confidently contribute their own ideas and build their vocabulary.

m Staff play purposefully with the children and model language and expected
behaviour well. For example, during a small-group activity, children look at a
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familiar book about farm animals. Staff encourage children to share a bag of
story props with their friends. Children patiently await their turn. In addition,
staff encourage children to select animals from the bag and make the correct
animal sound. As a result, children remain highly engaged and participate for
extended periods of time.

W Staff have access to a range of targeted, continuous professional development
opportunities. Learning from these is used well to shape the curriculum and help
them to close any emerging developmental gaps in children's learning. Staff say
that they 'Really enjoy working at the pre-school' and that they are 'Very well
supported' by leaders.

m All parents testify to the progress their children have made as a result of
attending the pre-school. Parents and carers say that they value the 'positive
relationships' they have with leaders and staff. Where staff identify that children
may need additional support, this is quickly shared with parents and plans put
into place to get children the help and support they need. Staff keep parents
well informed about their child's progress and offer helpful advice, so parents
can support their child's learning at home.

B Leaders have forged good links with the local school and other professionals
who provide support for the children. For instance, staff facilitate older children's
transition sessions to the local schools. Staff use this time well to share
important information about children's current learning needs. This important
partnership working means children are very well prepared for the move to
formal schooling.

m Children love to play outdoors. However, staff do not always ensure that this is
consistently offered to all children throughout the day. As a result, those children
who prefer to learn outdoors have limited opportunities to explore and follow
their own ideas for play.

m Children are encouraged to eat healthily and develop a positive attitude to care
for their oral health. Children have some opportunities to be independent. For
example, they wash their own hands after using the toilet. However, at times,
staff are too quick to step in and help children. This means children do not have
enough opportunities to have a go and extend their developing self-help and
independence.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and the staff team have attended safeguarding training. They have a
secure understanding of the local safeguarding processes and are able to identify
and respond to any potential risks to children. Staff are clear about who to report
to should they have concerns about the welfare of a child or a colleague's conduct.
Staff are aware of a wide range of safeguarding topics, for example domestic
abuse. This further ensures children's safety. Children's safety is assured because
all areas of the pre-school are safe and secure.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B provide more opportunities for outdoor play, so that children children who prefer
to learn outdoors are sufficiently supported and challenged in their learning
m provide more opportunities for younger children to develop their self-help skills.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll

Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number
Telephone number

Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

303477

Halton

10233309

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Sessional day care
2to 4

26
31

Murdishaw West Pre-School Playgroup
Committee

RP526926

01928751753
21 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

Murdishaw West Pre-School Playgroup registered 1993 and is in the Runcorn area.
The pre-school employs five members of childcare staff. Of those four hold early
years qualifications at level 3 and one at level 2. The pre-school opens Monday to
Friday from 8.30am to 11.30am and from 12.30pm to 3.30pm during school term
times. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-

year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Gill Blackwell

Inspection report: Murdishaw West Pre-School Playgroup 5

17 June 2022



Oféted

Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The inspector and a manager carried out a joint observation and discussed the
quality of teaching.

B The inspector carried out observations of the interactions between staff and
children.

B The inspector held discussions with staff, parents, and children throughout the
inspection and considered their views.

B The inspector held a leadership and management meeting with the pre-school
manager and the deputy manager.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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