
Inspection of Marcham Little Angels 
Nursery
1 Barrow Close, Marcham, Oxon OX13 6TY

Inspection date: 14 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children demonstrate that they are happy and content at the nursery. They show 
that they feel safe. They enter the nursery with ease, separating from their carers 
at the main door. Children enjoy a good range of toys and resources available to 
them. They benefit from the strong focus on outdoor learning and play. 

Children are busy and engaged throughout the day. Many are seen to have fun 
playing games with their friends. For instance, younger children enjoy investigating 
different materials together, such as real vegetables and natural resources in their 
play. Older children become absorbed in listening and retelling made-up stories. All 
children enjoy sensory activities. They enjoy exploring with water and foam and 
clearly enjoy imaginative play as they 'bake' with sand.

Staff promote children's communication and language skills well. They ensure 
children of all ages have many opportunities to hear spoken words through 
meaningful conversations and songs. Children behave well together. They are kind 
and friendly towards each other. Overall, staff know the children in their care and 
provide learning that is well supported. All children are making good progress in 
their learning, including those who receive additional funding.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff plan and provide a welcoming environment for the children to play and 
explore in. The nursery is clean and well maintained. All children have access to 
secure outside areas, where they enjoy playing and exploring. Children's physical 
development is well supported. Children have opportunities to use their muscles 
and large physical skills on various equipment which helps them to run, climb 
and balance.  Furthermore, children develop skills, such as penalty kicking, 
through extra-curricular activities they complete.

n Children have many opportunities to learn about the world around them. They 
enjoy outings in the local community, where they benefit from forest school 
adventures and meet people in the local cafes. Children learn about the roles of 
people who help us. For example, they enjoy planned visits from the fire brigade 
and police officers, which enable children to meet the people and see and 
explore the equipment they use. 

n Leaders have a clear vision for the curriculum and, overall, this is well embedded 
by the staff. However, not all staff confidently challenge children in their learning 
so that children make the best possible progress. For instance, staff are at times 
too quick to pour drinks or write the children's names, rather than allow them 
opportunities to have a go for themselves. Nevertheless, some staff provide 
activities that support children's emerging literacy skills. For example, older 
children have opportunities to explore letters and their sounds.  
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n Overall, staff are good role models. They encourage children to share and take 
turns and they are kind and respectful to them. Children have many 
opportunities to develop their relationships with others. Staff have good 
connections with the children and give them the reassurance and comfort they 
need. 

n Staff promote children's health well. They maintain good hygiene routines, such 
as washing their hands before serving the children's meals. Staff ensure children 
are protected from the sun and they teach them the importance of drinking 
plenty of water in hot weather. All children, especially babies, have their care 
needs met, as they are able to sleep when they need to. This means their well-
being is supported effectively.

n Partnerships with parents are very positive. Parents comment that the staff are 
supportive and friendly. They say that their children love to attend the nursery 
and they have made great progress since attending. Partnerships with outside 
professionals are well established and encouraged to meet the needs of the 
children.  

n Leaders are ambitious and show a commitment to make further improvements 
to the nursery. They provide staff with good opportunities for training and 
encourage professional development. This helps staff to enhance their 
knowledge and skills and improve outcomes for children. Staff comment that 
they feel well supported and their workload is manageable. However, at times, 
some staff do not maintain the nursery procedures, as expected by the leaders, 
resulting in some practices not being consistent.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The leadership team and staff have a good knowledge and understanding of how 
to protect children and keep them safe. All staff are confident in the signs and 
indicators of abuse and the procedures to follow should they have a concern about 
the welfare of a child. The leadership team ensures that all staff undertake regular 
safeguarding training. The team ensures staff have frequent opportunities to 
discuss child protection and safeguarding issues, such as extremist views. Robust 
recruitment procedures are in place to help ensure that staff are suitable to work 
with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop the curriculum further to help build on challenging and extending all 
children's knowledge and skills 

n review the impact of staff supervision, coaching and mentoring to ensure all 
nursery procedures are maintained and that practices are consistent. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2565615

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10239177

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 55

Number of children on roll 70

Name of registered person Little Angels Childcare Group Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2565614

Telephone number 01865819992

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Marcham Little Angels Nursery registered in 2020 and is located in the village of  
Marcham, Oxfordshire. The nursery is open each weekday from 7.30am until 6pm. 
There are 14 members of staff who work with the children. Of these, nine staff 
have appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and above and two staff hold 
qualifications at level 2. The nursery receives funding to provide free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracy Bartholomew
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the deputy manager explained the nursery curriculum during 
a learning walk with the inspector.

n The deputy manager and the inspector completed a joint observation of an 
activity together and discussed the quality of teaching and learning afterwards.

n Children spoke to the inspector about the activities they took part in.
n A number of parents provided feedback about the nursery through discussions 

with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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