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Overall effectiveness Good 

The quality of education Good 

Behaviour and attitudes Good 

Personal development Good 

Leadership and management Good 

Early years provision Requires improvement 

Previous inspection grade Requires improvement  
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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils, staff, parents and carers are proud of their school. Pupils enjoy coming to 
school and spending time with their friends. They relish opportunities to help each 
other. Pupils say that staff are friendly and supportive. They say that school is a ‘safe 
place’.  
 
Behaviour is positive. There is a calm and purposeful atmosphere around the school. 
Pupils listen attentively and respond to adults’ instructions promptly. They develop 
positive attitudes towards their learning. When they find something tricky, they ‘dig 
in’ and learn from their mistakes. Pupils spoke fondly of the various rewards 
systems. As one pupil commented, ‘I love the brick in the wall and star of the week 
because they help me to behave and to be good.’ 
 
Social times are purposeful. Pupils who need additional support to regulate their 
emotions are provided with quiet spaces. Adults help them to manage their feelings. 
Pupils know that adults will quickly address any incidents of poor behaviour or 
bullying, should they occur.  
 
Pupils work hard in lessons. However, the school’s curriculum is not yet fully planned 
and sequenced. As a result, pupils do not learn and remember curriculum content as 
well as they should in some subjects.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders are ambitious for all pupils. They are remodelling the school’s curriculum to 
ensure that it makes clear what pupils are expected to know at each stage of their 
education. In some subjects, leaders have ensured that key concepts and ideas are 
revisited over time. This helps pupils to recall information and make links in their 
knowledge. In these subjects, leaders check how well pupils remember what they 
have learned. However, not all subjects are as well developed. In some subjects, 
concepts and content is not broken down sufficiently. Teachers do not revisit key 
knowledge in some subjects over time. As one pupil commented, ‘We are taught it 
once and then we have to remember it. We need to go back to it.’ Leaders are 
addressing this for the start of the next academic year. 
 
Pupils enjoy reading. The school has a range of literature that reflects diversity, 
pupils’ interests and different genres. Children in the early years revisit key stories 
so they become familiar with the repetition and language. Pupils treasure the 
literature they receive for attending the school’s book club. They enjoy visiting the 
local book shop, and visits from different authors.  
 
The school’s early reading programme is well established. Leaders ensure that all 
adults have regular training to help them to deliver the programme. Most pupils 
have reading books that are matched to the sounds that they know. Pupils with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) receive a tailored curriculum 
which helps them to learn to read.  
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Children in the early years respond well to routines. Relationships with adults are 
positive. Children enjoy the ‘rainbow challenges’ that help them to complete tasks. 
However, when children work on their own, learning slows. Adults do not intervene 
quickly enough to support children to develop their communication, language and 
social skills. 
 
All pupils, including those with SEND, have a wide range of activities and 
opportunities to enhance their wider development. Pupils enjoy a range of musical, 
sports and arts clubs. They learn about values, respect and tolerance. For example, 
in a Year 6 lesson about the Holocaust, pupils considered concepts such as prejudice 
and tolerance. Pupils value learning about diverse, historical figures that stood up to 
injustice. Others are proud of the opportunities they receive to develop their self-
confidence. One pupil commented how the school’s snack shop helped to improve 
their knowledge of mathematics. Pupils are developing their understanding of how 
to make appropriate choices online. Leaders have adapted the curriculum to enable 
pupils to understand how to use technology and social platforms safely and 
considerately.  
 
Staff say they are proud to work at the school. They appreciate the actions leaders 
take to support their well-being. Staff feel that communication and teamwork are 
well promoted by leaders. Governors check that the actions that leaders take make 
a difference to pupils and staff. 

 
Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
The school’s systems for recording information helps leaders to understand the 
needs of pupils and their families. Leaders put the right support in place for pupils 
who may be at risk of harm. They ensure that all relevant checks are in place for 
adults working at the school.   
 
Staff receive regular training. They understand the importance of reporting all 
concerns, no matter how small they might appear. Pupils know that they should 
report anything they see online that upsets them or is inappropriate. They know 
who they can talk to about any worries or concerns they may have. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 The school’s curriculum is not yet sufficiently well planned and sequenced in some 

subjects. However, it is clear from leaders’ actions that they are in the process of 
bringing this about. Leaders need to complete the process of reviewing the 
curriculum, in all subjects, within their identified timescale. For this reason, the 
transitional arrangements have been applied. 
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 In some subjects, the curriculum does not set out clearly enough the most 
important content that pupils should acquire at each stage of their education. Key 
concepts and ideas have not been broken down sufficiently into small units of 
knowledge. Pupils are unable to recall what they have learned before. Leaders 
should identify the important knowledge that all pupils, including pupils with 
SEND, should learn and remember. They should make sure that the curriculum is 
delivered to help pupils know and remember more over time in all subjects.  

 Independent activities for children in the early years are not sufficiently 
challenging. Misconceptions are not identified quickly enough when pupils are in 
continuous provision. As a result, learning slows. Leaders must ensure that all 
adults in the early years have the knowledge and expertise to support children to 
know and remember the early years curriculum.  

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 134028 

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council 

Inspection number 10227301 

Type of school Primary 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 543 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body  Pete Smith  

Headteacher Richard Chapman 

Website www.ordsallprimary.com 

Date of previous inspection 4 and 5 July 2018, under section 5 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Since the last inspection, there have been a number of new appointments to the 

governing body.  

 The school does not use any alternative providers. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders and 
have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.  

 Meetings were held with senior leaders, including the special educational needs 
and disabilities coordinator and representatives from the local governing body. A 
meeting was held with a representative of the local authority.  

 Discussions were held with various leaders including the early years leader and 
those responsible for looked after children.  

http://www.ordsallprimary.com/
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 Deep dives were conducted in the following subjects: early reading, mathematics, 
history and religious education. For each deep dive, inspectors met with subject 
leaders, looked at curriculum plans, visited a sample of lessons, spoke with 
teachers and talked to some pupils about their learning. Aspects of the school’s 
personal, social, health and economic education programme, art and design and 
music curriculum were also sampled. 

 Records relating to attendance, behaviour and safeguarding were scrutinised. This 
included the school’s single central record. Inspectors met with leaders to discuss 
safeguarding arrangements. 

 Inspectors examined a range of school documentation, including leaders’ self-
evaluation, improvement plans and documentation relating to governance. 

 Pupils’ behaviour was observed in lessons, around the school and at various times 
of the school day. An inspector observed an assembly. 

 The views of staff and parents were considered through the Ofsted surveys and 
onsite during the inspection. 

 

Inspection team 

Shaheen Hussain, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Ged Philbin Ofsted Inspector 

Caroline Evans Ofsted Inspector 

Mark Anderson Her Majesty’s Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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