
Inspection of Muddy Puddles 
Childcare
Garlidna Farm, Porkellis, Helston, Cornwall TR13 0JX

Inspection date: 14 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thrive in the small, home-from-home setting. They are very happy and 
confident, as adults are very caring and knowledgeable about them. All children 
make good progress, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND). This is because there is a well-planned curriculum that meets 
each child's needs and interests. Adults carefully assess children so they can plan 
activities that excite and engage all children. For example, toddlers build tracks for 
trains. They learn the words 'bend' and 'long' as they link pieces of track together. 
Older children learn about numbers and letters at group circle time. They can 
identify specific numerals within a number line and match objects to letter sounds, 
such as 'tractor' and 'tortoise' for the sound 't'.

Children feel very safe here and have a can-do attitude. They stay focused on 
activities for long periods. Toddlers navigate themselves along a wall, using a fence 
for support. They persevere when they meet an obstacle and work out how to 
keep going. Older children go to feed the pigs on the farm. They know where it is 
safe to go and how to feed the pigs safely. Children are very polite and respectful 
because adults model these values extremely well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children make good progress with their communication because adults model 
and extend language very well. For example, all the children explore water in 
the lovely garden. They use scoops, guttering and large containers. Babies 
splash the water and laugh as it lands on them. Adults repeat words such as 
'splash'. Older children are encouraged by knowledgeable adults to test whether 
different items will float or sink. These children talk about whether items such as 
corks are heavy or light. Adults extend the children's learning by using open-
ended questions. All adults use sign language well to develop children's 
communication skills. This particularly supports the youngest children and those 
with SEND.

n Adults read regularly to children in an engaging way. Children develop a love of 
stories and learn that writing has meaning. Adults encourage children to recall 
the story and to understand rhyme. Older children develop their fine motor skills 
to support their control of pens and pencils. Adults plan fine motor activities to 
support this. For example, children use pipettes to move water from one vessel 
to another. 

n Children learn about life cycles and how to care for their environment and living 
things. They help to care for orphaned lambs on the farm and recycle the food 
waste to feed the animals. Children learn about people who help us and have 
visits from local firemen, nurses and sea rescue personnel. Although children 
read about other cultures around the world in stories, there are very limited 
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resources to help them understand similarities and differences between people. 
n Children are encouraged to self-assess risk as they explore the learning 

environment freely. All children willingly take the opportunity to decide where to 
explore. However, at times, babies and toddlers are overwhelmed by older 
children. The older children dominate the play and learning. This means that the 
younger children miss out on trying new activities and skills as they lack the 
skills and knowledge.

n Children with SEND make good progress. Adults work closely with other 
agencies to ensure they have the most effective strategies in place to support 
these children. They work closely with parents and take into account parents' 
knowledge of supporting their children. The special educational needs 
coordinator (SENDCo) proactively attends training as required to meet the 
individual needs of each child with SEND. The SENDCo ensures that all strategies 
are shared with the child's next educational setting so they continue to make 
progress.

n Partnerships with parents are good. Parents receive regular updates on their 
children's well-being and progress. They know that their children are safe and 
well cared for. Parents can share their views and feel listened to. Managers use 
feedback from parents to improve practice where possible and are committed to 
improving outcomes for all children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have robust knowledge of the setting's safeguarding policy and 
procedures. They know how to recognise signs and symptoms of abuse in children 
and how to report this effectively. Leaders and managers ensure all staff receive 
regular training to keep this knowledge up to date and relevant. Staff know the 
children very well, so they can easily identify changes that may indicate they are at 
risk. There are very effective safer recruitment processes in place to ensure the 
suitability of all staff to work with children. All staff regularly risk assess all areas of 
the provision and act quickly if a risk is identified.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide more activities and resources to support children's awareness of 
diversity among people

n provide more support for babies and toddlers in the garden so they can develop 
their confidence and explore safely to make even greater progress. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY562296

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 10190967

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 15

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person Shaw, Mark

Registered person unique 
reference number RP562295

Telephone number 01326340301

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Muddy Puddles Childcare registered in 2018 and is situated at Garlidna Farm in 
Porkellis, near Helston, Cornwall. The setting opens from 7.30am to 5.30pm, 
Monday to Friday, for 48 weeks of the year. It receives government early years 
funding for two-, three- and four-year-old children. There are five members of 
staff. Of these, one has an early years qualification at level 4, three have early 
years qualifications at level 3 and one has a relevant level 2 early years 
qualification.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sian Bath
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n Children spoke to the inspector about their friends and what they like to do 
when at the setting.

n The inspector spoke to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke to the nominated individual about the leadership and 
management of the setting.

n The SENDCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation of a sensory play 

activity with the babies and toddlers.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff to work at the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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