
Inspection of The Den Nursery Ltd
The Spinney, 119 Frisby Road, LEICESTER LE5 0DQ

Inspection date: 14 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children show that they are very happy at the nursery. Friendly, welcoming staff 
support them to separate from their parents at the door. Children rush to the main 
room, hang their coats up and stack their lunch boxes before eagerly joining their 
friends to play and explore. They settle well and quickly become engrossed in the 
activities set out for them. 

Children and staff share positive relationships, and this helps children to feel safe. 
Staff have high expectations of children and, consequently, children's behaviour is 
good. Positive interactions with staff contribute to children's learning and support 
them to understand and manage their own behaviour. Children are learning to be 
kind to one another. Staff offer gentle reminders to help children share, wait and to 
take turns. For instance, children work together to re-tell the 'Gingerbread Man' 
story, and understand how to share resources, take turns and make space so their 
friends can join in.

Children are encouraged to become independent and to manage their own self-
care. They visit the 'snuffle station' to blow their own nose, and know to put their 
tissue in the bin and to wash their hands. Children talk to staff about why they 
should cough into their elbow and know that this helps to prevent germs 
spreading.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Parents are overwhelmingly positive about the nursery. They comment that staff 
offer supportive advice and feedback about their children's development. Parents 
attribute children's social development and their growing confidence to the 
experiences they have at the nursery. They are confident that their children are 
safe and well cared for.

n Staff understand that children have different home experiences and that some 
may not have access to outside spaces or use community resources such as the 
library. Therefore, they plan for children to play outside every day and arrange 
regular visits to the local park and library. Staff encourage parents to go with 
them to the library and support them to become library members. 

n Staff encourage children's independence. They help children to extend what they 
can already do, which helps them to develop new skills. For instance, children, 
including the very youngest, learn to pour drinks and cut their own fruit and 
vegetables for snack.

n Children are supported to be healthy and to look after their bodies. They are 
encouraged to be physically active. Children run and climb and participate in 
exercise sessions. Outdoors, they practise balancing and learn how to do 
jumping jacks and lunges. Indoors, they practise mindful breathing and yoga. 
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Staff join in with the children and are good role models.
n The manager spends time with the children and understands their needs and the 

development needs of the nursery. The manager and staff share positive 
relationships. Staff say that the nursery is a happy place to work. The manager 
observes staff's interactions with children and provides them with purposeful 
feedback, which encourages them to develop their practice.

n Staff work well with parents of children who speak English as an additional 
language and with external agencies, such as speech and language therapists, 
to develop appropriate plans to support children's learning. However, because 
staff talk to children mainly in their home language, English is not always 
embedded for children to hear and learn.

n Staff develop a well-considered curriculum that supports learning. Children 
engage well with activities that they choose to do. They work well together to 
follow a dough recipe, carefully measuring the ingredients. Sometimes staff 
intervene too quickly, and this stalls children's curiosity. For example, rather 
than encouraging the children to problem-solve when their dough becomes 
sticky, staff add more flour and finish mixing the dough for them.

n Staff encourage children to broaden their knowledge about things that interest 
them. Children have shown an interest in dens and caves and have been 
learning about animals and their habitats. They explore how to use magnifying 
glasses and torches in their den. Children learn how to turn the torch on and off, 
and play with the light it makes and the shadows it creates on the ceiling.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of safeguarding and the signs and symptoms of 
abuse. They know how to record and report any concerns to the designated 
safeguarding lead for the nursery. Staff are required to complete regular training to 
ensure their knowledge of safeguarding issues remains up to date. The manager 
and staff complete effective daily risk assessments in the nursery. The premises 
are very secure and well maintained, which contributes to keeping children safe. 
The manager employs a robust process to ensure all staff have been appropriately 
checked and vetted, and remain suitable to work with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to broaden their use of the English language when they are 
communicating with children, to ensure that children have sufficient 
opportunities to hear and learn spoken English 

n strengthen support for staff to focus on developing their teaching practices to a 
higher level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY489742

Local authority Leicester

Inspection number 10236667

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person The Den Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907116

Telephone number 07864654169

Date of previous inspection 23 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

The Den Nursery Ltd registered in 2015 and is located in Leicester. There are nine 
members of childcare staff. The managers hold early years teacher status, and all 
other staff hold appropriate early years qualifications between level 3 and level 5. 
The nursery opens from Monday to Friday from 9am until midday and from 
12.15pm until 3.15pm, during term time only. It offers funded places for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen Siddons
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the nursery manager.
n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager. They looked at relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the setting.
n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection. 
n The inspector spoke to parents and read their comments during the inspection, 

and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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