
Inspection of Gillitots Day Nursery
2 Warburton Lane, Partington, MANCHESTER M31 4NR

Inspection date: 13 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are very firmly at the heart of everything that happens at this warm and 
inclusive nursery. They are warmly welcomed by enthusiastic and dedicated staff. 
Children eagerly settle to a wide range of opportunities that reflect their unique 
interests and encompass possibilities to practise new skills, particularly in the well-
resourced garden areas. Babies delight in confidently exploring. They learn to 
balance and take their first steps with confidence. Older children skilfully use real 
tools, under the close supervision of the provider. They are exceptionally mindful of 
their own and each other's safety as they hammer and screw to attach cardboard 
boxes.

Children's laughter and chatter can be heard throughout the nursery as they play 
together, taking turns and sharing. They understand the high expectations staff 
have for them. Children are encouraged to join in and explain their thinking. This 
enables staff to identify what children need to learn next and build coherently on 
their learning. Children of all ages make good progress.

As a result of periods of isolation during the COVID-19 pandemic, staff recognise 
that opportunities for children to develop their social and communication skills were 
more limited. They, therefore, prioritise opportunities that enable children to play 
closely with each other and share stories to encourage discussion and the 
introduction of new vocabulary.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n There have recently been changes in the staff team. Due, in part, to the 
pandemic and also periods of maternity leave. The provider has faced significant 
challenges in recruiting new staff. Both the provider and the manager work 
within the playrooms in order to bridge the gap in recruitment. This means that 
all children are supported and continue to enjoy an array of exciting 
experiences. However, while this has provided some opportunities for coaching 
alongside staff, the manager has been unable to offer rigorous and highly 
focused supervision for all staff. Where targets for staff have been set, they do 
not always focus precisely on what newer staff need to do in order to raise the 
quality of teaching to the highest level consistently. 

n Staff know children very well. They carefully monitor the progress that children 
make. This helps to ensure that the curriculum reflects children's current next 
steps so that they may build coherently on previous learning. Furthermore, any 
emerging gaps in children's development are swiftly identified. Children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities are very well supported. Staff work 
incredibly closely with a range of outside agencies to ensure that children 
receive the support they need in order for them to make good progress. 
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n Staff encourage children of all ages to be independent. All children demonstrate 
an impressive can-do attitude towards their learning. Babies confidently select 
the toys they wish to play with. Toddlers understand the need to sanitise their 
hands after blowing their nose and disposing of their tissue. Pre-school children 
negotiate with each other and solve simple problems as they arise in their play. 
For example, they work together to decide upon the best way to extend a 
balancing beam using crates and planks.

n All children develop a love of stories and songs. They eagerly choose their 
favourite books and bring them to adults so that they may share in their 
excitement. Babies enjoy looking at pictures, while toddlers share an interactive, 
textured book about London. They point out a picture of a carriage and tell the 
inspector that it belongs to the Queen. They recall seeing it during the Jubilee 
celebrations. This demonstrates how staff provide opportunities for children to 
recall their previous experiences and learning. 

n Parents speak highly of the care provided by staff and remark that the setting is 
a home-from-home environment for their child. Overall, parents praise the 
support and communication from staff. However, some parents have struggled 
to access recently adopted online methods of communication and feel less well 
informed about their child's progress. Staff have not been aware of these 
difficulties. This means that some parents do not always know how to further 
extend their child's learning at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand their responsibilities to safeguard and protect children. They have 
a robust understanding of policies and local area procedures for reporting any 
concerns they may have. All staff undertake regular safeguarding training to ensure 
their knowledge remains up to date. Staff take appropriate action to minimise any 
risks to children. Furthermore, they teach children to carefully consider their own 
and each other's safety as they play outdoors. All staff hold a current first-aid 
qualification. There is always someone able to respond in the event of an accident. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance the existing monitoring and support to staff and focus staff supervision 
more precisely on raising the quality of teaching to a consistently high level

n build upon the already good partnerships with parents and embed the use of the 
recently introduced methods to enhance communication even further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY348871

Local authority Trafford

Inspection number 10129182

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 45

Name of registered person Campbell, Gillian Andrea

Registered person unique 
reference number RP513916

Telephone number 01617 750 495

Date of previous inspection 4 March 2016

Information about this early years setting

Gillitots Day Nursery has been registered since 2007. The nursery employs 10 
members of staff. Of these, seven hold appropriate early years qualifications, 
including two at level 6. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round. 
Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Denise Farrington
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider. 

n Discussions were held with the provider, the manager, parents and children at 
appropriate times throughout the inspection. 

n A learning walk was completed with the manager to discuss the curriculum 
intent and how the provision is organised.

n The manager and the inspector completed a joint evaluation of an activity.
n The inspector reviewed a variety of documents, including evidence of the 

suitability of staff, qualifications, first-aid certificates and policies and 
procedures.

n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children during activities 
and assessed the impact of teaching on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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