
Inspection of Pamphill Pre School 
Nursery
Pamphill Green, Pamphill, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 4EE

Inspection date: 10 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are exceptionally motivated in their learning. They arrive keen to come in 
to the nursery and quickly become involved in purposeful learning. Children 
cooperate extremely well together, taking turns. Older children are very good role 
models to the younger children. Consequently, all children's behaviour is 
exemplary. Children show high levels of respect for each other and the staff who 
look after them.

Staff have very high expectations for what children can achieve and provide a rich 
and varied curriculum tailored to children's individual needs. They know the 
children as unique individuals and enhance children's learning on a daily basis. For 
example, children make dough and choose what colour and fragrance they are 
going to use. They enjoy adding a range of herbs and exploring the different 
textures. In the outside area, children use different-sized containers, funnels and 
pipettes to measure volume and capacity in the water tray. Highly skilled staff 
adapt the activity to suit all abilities to make sure children make the best possible 
progress.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, staff have worked closely with parents. Although 
parents drop off and collect their children from the nursery door, staff ensure that 
they maintain strong and effective partnerships with parents. In addition, staff 
work exceptionally hard to support children's personal, social and emotional 
development, which has been affected by the lack of socialisation during lockdown. 
Parents comment that staff know their children exceptionally well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children make rapid progress in their learning. They are confident and 
independent learners and are very well supported by the highly enthusiastic 
staff. For example, children bring books in from home and staff read them with 
the children. They use effective questioning to extend children's vocabulary and 
understanding. For example, children learn about what 'villains' are as they 
appear in the story. Children thoroughly enjoy listening to remarkably well read 
stories and use different props to enhance their enjoyment and learning.

n The staff work remarkably well together. The manager is passionate and 
inspirational in her knowledge and understanding of how young children learn 
and develop, and what is exceptional practice. She leads the staff team 
outstandingly well. The staff complement each other, ensuring every child's 
uniqueness is celebrated. They know the children exceptionally well and use 
their knowledge to help the children to become highly confident and 
independent learners.

n The nursery has exceptionally good links with the school. The chair of the 
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committee is also a governor at the school. This enhances the opportunities for 
the children and staff to use different parts of the school, such as the meadow 
and forest school, to further enhance children's learning. In addition, this makes 
children's transition through to school an exceptionally positive experience.

n Children excitedly explore their environment. They work well together as they 
build using large wooden construction. Children use a variety of technology, 
such as compact disc players, independently enabling them to choose what they 
would like to listen to. Staff are highly skilled at knowing when to step in to 
extend children's learning and when to allow them to develop their own ideas. 
They use 'in the moment planning' exceptionally well. 

n Staff provide an exceptionally stimulating environment. Children show high 
levels of motivation as they independently choose what they would like to play 
with. Staff respond quickly to children's changing interests. Children use natural 
resources, such as fresh produce in their role play shop and home corner.

n Children with additional needs are exceptionally well supported. Staff work 
extremely closely with parents and other professionals to ensure children's 
individual needs are met. They place a high emphasis on enabling the children 
to make excellent progress given their age and stage of development and their 
starting points.

n Children's behaviour is exceptionally good. They develop a strong sense of 
belonging. Older children role model exemplary behaviour, which enables 
younger children to follow. Staff support even the youngest children to follow 
the boundaries and expectations, which are regularly shared with them. This 
enables all children to know and understand what is expected. All children show 
kindness and respect to each other. For example, children use wooden blocks to 
vote for which story they would like the member of staff to read. 

n Children are extremely well prepared for school. They are confident speakers, 
show high levels of motivation and know and understand how to follow 
instructions. Exceptional staff use innovative ways to support children in this. For 
example, when children line up to go outside, staff encourage them to think of 
different patterns, such as two boys and then two girls or a girl then a boy. This 
helps children with their mathematical development as well.

n Partnerships with parents are highly effective. Parents value the excellent 
communication that enables them to be fully involved in their children's learning. 
They value the nursery's facilities and feel that these really benefit their children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All management and staff have a very secure understanding of all aspects of 
safeguarding. They know and understand the importance of knowing the children 
exceptionally well to be able to identify any possible concerns with their health, 
safety and general well-being. There are very good procedures, such as regular 
training and discussions about safeguarding. The manager talks with staff at every 
supervision meeting to ensure they are very clear on their role and responsibility. 
Children learn from an early age how to use tools and equipment safely. This is 
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particularly successful when playing in the garden and the forest school. Children 
learn to take controlled risks because staff place a high emphasis on providing a 
safe environment. There are very good recruitment and vetting procedures to 
ensure that staff and the committee are suitable to work with young children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 144301

Local authority Dorset

Inspection number 10125987

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 25

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Pamphill Pre-School Nursery Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904638

Telephone number 01202 883008

Date of previous inspection 25 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

Pamphill Pre School Nursery registered in 1992 and is an integral part of Pamphill 
First School, which is located on the outskirts of Wimborne, Dorset. The pre-
school/nursery operates from the school hall and is open Monday to Friday, from 
9am to 3pm, during term time. The pre-school provides funded early education for 
children aged two, three and four years. There are four members of staff, all of 
whom are qualified in childcare and education.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lorraine Sparey

Inspection report: Pamphill Pre School Nursery
10 June 2022 5



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector spoke to several parents and took account of their views.
n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk where the manager 

talked about their curriculum and described how they use the different areas 
indoors, in the school grounds and in the forest school.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager and discussed the 
findings.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times throughout the 
inspection.

n Observations were completed in the playroom, the outdoor area and the forest 
school area.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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