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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils really enjoy coming to this caring school. All parents and carers who
responded to Ofsted Parent View said that they would recommend this school to
others. Pupils are proud of their school and feel part of a community. Pupils take
part enthusiastically in their lessons and try hard. They are eager to talk about and
reflect on their learning.

Pupils like studying the wide range of subjects on offer. However, the secular
curriculum, while broad, is not well developed. This prevents pupils from achieving
well and remembering knowledge in the long term in some subjects.

Pupils enjoy the many opportunities they have to take on responsibility and help
others, both in and out of school. For example, pupils elect class members for their
school council who put forward ideas about school life. Others have helped to
develop the ‘reading shed’ or raised money for charity. Pupils learn about the part
they can play in wider society and are well prepared for life in modern Britain.

Pupils get along very well with each other. Their behaviour is exemplary. Leaders
promote and celebrate pupils’ successes in the school’s weekly newsletter. Pupils
learn about what bullying means. They said bullying very rarely happens. If pupils
have any concerns, staff are there to support them and sort out issues quickly.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders have planned a secular curriculum which covers all the national curriculum
subjects. Pupils enjoy studying a wide range of subjects and plans provide a broad
outline of what pupils will be taught. However, pupils’ learning, including in the early
years, is better in some subjects than others. This is because leaders’ curricular
thinking does not provide for suitable breadth and depth in pupils’ learning.
Expectations for how pupils will increase and deepen their knowledge over time lack
clarity. While pupils have regular lessons in each subject, in some, limited
consideration has been given to how pupils should practise and improve their
knowledge and skills.

Leaders are currently revisiting their curriculum thinking. They want to make sure
that the aims for each subject are suitably ambitious and demanding for all.
However, this work is at an early stage in many subjects.

Pupils enjoy the books that staff read to them in class. In Reception, adults support
children to develop their language, for instance by sharing stories and songs.
Leaders have also introduced a range of approaches to promote pupils’ growing love
of reading. Older pupils spoke enthusiastically about the books they are able to
choose from the school library. However, leaders have not ensured that there is a
well-established and consistent approach to teaching early reading and phonics
across the school. For some pupils, particularly those who find reading difficult, this
inconsistent approach holds back their progression in reading. The books that pupils

Inspection report: Edgware Jewish Girls - Beis Chinuch 2
10 to 12 May 2022



Oféted

read do not always match the sounds that they have been learning during their
phonics lessons. This means that they do not have a wide range of opportunities to
practise these sounds.

Because leaders’ curriculum thinking is still developing, teaching does not routinely
enable pupils to build well on their prior learning. For example, in science, teaching
does not support pupils to recap and remember what they have already learned.
This means that when new scientific concepts are introduced, pupils sometimes find
it hard to understand them. Apart from mathematics and reading, leaders’
expectations for how teachers should check pupils” knowledge are also still being
developed.

Leaders’ recent work is starting to make a positive difference to pupils’ learning in
some subjects. In mathematics, for example, the curriculum is well structured.
Pupils acquire a secure understanding of key concepts. Typically, they are well
prepared for what comes next in their learning and apply their knowledge with
confidence.

Leaders make sure that pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities are
identified accurately and supported well. Leaders make effective use of additional
guidance and support from outside organisations to identify and plan for pupils’
needs. This includes devising and providing individual programmes of support for
pupils who need it.

Leaders’ ethos for the school plays a key role in pupils’ behaviour and attitudes to
their learning. Clear routines and high expectations are understood by all. Pupils
behave considerately and are respectful of each other, both in classrooms and at
social times. This excellent behaviour begins in the early years and extends
throughout the school. As a result, pupils get on with their learning and focus well.
Pupils enjoy school and attend regularly.

Leaders prioritise encouraging pupils to love learning and be curious about the world
around them. Pupils’ achievements in school are celebrated. They are eager to tell
the headteachers about their work and progress. These are acknowledged through
the headteachers’ ‘stars’ which are proudly displayed and communicated with the
school community.

The aims of the secular and religious curriculums come together well to promote
pupils’ personal development. Pupils learn about themselves and the world in which
they live. For example, pupils are taught ways to keep themselves safe. They also
learn about democracy and British values, for example through school council
elections. Pupils are taught to respect people who are different to them, including
those with different faiths or who are from different cultures. Relationships
education is provided in accordance with statutory guidance. Leaders have consulted
with parents on the school’s approach.

The requirements of the independent school standards are met. The statutory
requirements of the early years foundation stage are also met. However, members
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of the proprietor body have too readily accepted leaders’ overly positive evaluation
of the school. They have not challenged leaders effectively or held them to account
for all aspects of the school’s work. This includes leaders’ actions to improve the
school and its premises, as well as the quality of the curriculum on offer.

Staff feel well supported by leaders. As one staff member put it: ‘Leaders are open
to listening to what staff members have to share and take other staff members’
views into consideration.” However, there is further work needed to ensure that staff
have received training to develop their subject knowledge and in turn, ensure they
are able to teach the curriculum consistently well.

The proprietor makes sure that the requirements of schedule 10 of the Equality Act
2010 are met.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff know what they must do to keep pupils safe. Leaders have ensured that staff
are appropriately trained. Throughout the year, staff have updated training to
expand their understanding of different aspects of safeguarding such as the
‘Prevent’ duty and peer-on-peer abuse. Leaders have effective systems to monitor
concerns and check that the actions they take are keeping pupils safe. Staff know
about potential risks and are vigilant in spotting when pupils may need additional
help.

Pupils understand how to keep themselves safe. Pupils know that they can speak
with staff if they are feeling anxious or unhappy.

The safeguarding policy complies with the most recent government guidance and is
made available to parents.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and proprietor)

B Leaders’ approach to early reading is only partially considered. They have not
ensured that a systematic programme is in place to teach pupils to read using
phonics. Staff lack training on how to teach phonics well. Pupils do not always
learn to read with books that match the phonics that they know. This affects how
well all pupils learn to read, but particularly those who find reading more difficult.
Leaders should ensure that the teaching of phonics has a high priority in the
school from the time that children start in the early years. They must ensure that
all staff are well trained to teach phonics and early reading and that pupils have
access to books that they can use to build fluency.

B The secular curriculum is not coherently planned and sequenced in all subjects.
Long-term curriculum plans are in place, but many of these are very new. Some
plans do not define what knowledge pupils need to learn and in what order.
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Leaders have begun to think about this, but more work is needed. Leaders need
to ensure that each subject is planned and sequenced effectively so that pupils
achieve well.

W The proprietor body’s oversight of the school’s work lacks rigour. Its
understanding of the curriculum, as well as other aspects of leaders’ work, is
underdeveloped. The proprietor body should take effective steps to improve the
way in which it checks leaders’ work. This includes following up on agreed actions
and whether these have been implemented as planned.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

If you are the provider and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you
can complain to Ofsted.
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Information about this school

W The school is an Orthodox Jewish independent day school for girls. The school is
owned by the registered company Beis Chinuch Primary School Ltd.

B The school has been based in the London Borough of Barnet since 2007. It is
situated on two sites, both at synagogues in Edgware. Parts of both these
buildings are shared with visitors to the synagogues.

B The school’s curriculum includes Kodesh (Jewish studies) as well as secular
subjects (Chol). The school day is equally divided between these areas of study.

B A new head of Chol was appointed in September 2021.
B The school does not use any alternative provision.

B The school does not have a website. Parents are made aware that policies are
available from the school office on request.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors carried out this inspection under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education
and Skills Act 2008. The purpose of the inspection is to advise the Secretary of State
for Education about the school’s suitability for continued registration as an
independent school.

The school meets the independent school standards. These are the requirements set
out in the schedule to the Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations
2014.

This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the school
leaders and have taken that into account in their evaluation.

Bm Inspectors met with the head of Kodesh, as well as the head of secular subjects.
They also met with other members of staff. An inspector met with a
representative of the proprietor body. Inspectors held formal and informal
discussions with pupils.

B Inspectors carried out deep dives in reading, mathematics, science and art. For
each deep dive, inspectors discussed the curriculum with subject leaders and
teachers, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to some pupils about their learning
and looked at samples of pupils’ work. Other subjects were also considered.

B Inspectors spoke with parents and considered the 87 responses to Ofsted Parent
View, including the free-text responses from parents.

B Inspectors met with leaders with responsibility for safeguarding and reviewed a
range of safeguarding documentation, including pre-employment checks on staff.
Discussions were held with pupils and staff to consider the school’s safeguarding
arrangements.
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B Inspectors toured the premises and took into account a range of documentation
in considering the school’s compliance with the independent school standards.

Inspection team

Adam Vincent, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector
Rajeshree Mehta Ofsted Inspector
Inspection report: Edgware Jewish Girls - Beis Chinuch 8

10 to 12 May 2022



XK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects
to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for
learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the
Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in
prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services
for children looked after, safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under
the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team,
The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and
updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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