
Inspection of Rainbows Preschool
Old Golf Shop, Grounds of Belhus Park, Belhus Park Lane, Aveley, South Ockendon 
RM15 4QR

Inspection date: 10 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children happily arrive to an enthusiastic welcome from staff and their friends. 
They are confident and settle quickly. Children enjoy exploring the activities on 
offer. They move freely between the indoor and outdoor environments. Outside, 
they learn how to operate a pump to get water and fill containers before carefully 
transferring water to the sandpit or into the water tray. Children delight in blowing 
soapy bubbles. They twirl the large wands around to produce lots of bubbles, 
which float about in the air. Children giggle as they try to catch the bubbles in their 
hands and on the wand. 

Children behave well. They choose and lead their own play, engaging well with 
their friends and staff. Activities ignite children's curiosity and hold their interest for 
long periods. For example, children enjoy messy play in a tray full of coloured 
pasta and model dinosaurs. Staff pour in some breakfast cereal for added texture, 
which results in children having additional enjoyable opportunities to taste the 
cereal while they play. Children are confident communicators and share their 
thoughts and ideas with staff. For example, children inform staff that the carrots in 
the garden need watering and bring the watering can inside to fill it up with water. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager, who is also the provider, has worked hard with her team to raise 
the quality of teaching and meet the actions set at the last inspection. 
Educational programmes are ambitious, and the range of resources has been 
improved to engage and motivate children to learn. Staff receive regular 
supervision meetings to help support their individual professional development 
and practice. This helps to identify additional training or to discuss any concerns 
they may have. 

n Children make good progress in relation to their individual starting points. Staff 
gather information from parents about what children enjoy doing at home. This 
detail helps staff to plan for what children need to learn next. Regular 
observations enable staff to check that children are making good levels of 
progress and identify any emerging gaps in learning. Consequently, children 
develop a good range of key skills to be ready for the next stage in their 
learning.

n Staff respond promptly to children's requests. For example, when a group of 
children ask to make play dough, staff follow their spontaneity and provide 
suitable resources. Staff ask children what colour dough they would like to 
make. Children eagerly ask for 'rainbow colours', which results in bottles of 
brightly coloured paint appearing. Staff encourage children to make the dough 
themselves, adding in flour, oil and water. Children tip in glitter and paint, which 
they mix together. They proudly take their dough to show and share with their 
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friends. However, staff do not always organise spontaneous activities effectively 
enough to manage children's eagerness and expectations, particularly when 
many children decide they want to join in. 

n Children enjoy exploring the wide range of activities that staff provide. However, 
at times, staff overlook opportunities to help children understand mathematical 
concepts and use numbers in their play. For example, while children blow 
bubbles, staff do not build on this fascination to help them think about and 
describe the different sizes and numbers of bubbles blown.

n Partnerships with parents are good. Parents receive daily feedback when they 
collect their children. This helps them to support children further at home. Staff 
encourage parents to share what their children like doing at home and any new 
interests. They work closely with parents to help children close any gaps in their 
learning. Staff provide parents with home packs that they can do with their 
children in their own time.

n Links with local school teachers work well to help children move confidently on 
to the next stage of their learning. Staff arrange activities, such as making lolly 
stick people, to enable children to become familiar with the colour of their 
uniform. Children stick the correct coloured top and skirt or trousers to the lolly 
stick and add their hair colour. They proudly show staff and visitors their mini 
versions of themselves. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff demonstrate a good knowledge and understanding of the importance of 
safeguarding children. They know the signs and symptoms to be alert to which 
may indicate that children are at risk of harm or abuse. Staff are clear about what 
they should do in the event they suspect children are being abused. They update 
their training regularly to help stay aware of new risks to children, such as those 
posed by extreme behaviours or radicalisation. Staff understand what they should 
do if they have any concerns about a colleague's conduct. This helps to keep 
children safe and supports their welfare. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on staff's increasing confidence to encourage and support children to 
recognise and use simple mathematical concepts in their play

n develop the organisation of spontaneous activities further to manage children's 
eagerness and expectations better. 

Inspection report: Rainbows Preschool
10 June 2022 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 2583773

Local authority Thurrock

Inspection number 10218636

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 52

Name of registered person Salmon, Emma Louise

Registered person unique 
reference number RP515948

Telephone number 07557022821

Date of previous inspection 15 December 2021

Information about this early years setting

Rainbows Preschool registered in 2020. It is based in Belhus Park, Aveley. The pre-
school opens from Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm, term time only. The pre-school 
employs eight members of staff. Of these, one holds an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 5, one holds an appropriate early years qualification at level 4, 
and six members of staff hold appropriate early qualifications at level 2 and above. 
The pre-school receives funding to provide free early education for children aged 
two, three and four years old.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sue Buckingham
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at pre-school.

n The inspector talked to staff and parents at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took account of their views.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022

Inspection report: Rainbows Preschool
10 June 2022 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

