
Inspection of Minik Kardes @ the 
Factory Children's Centre
107 Matthias Road, London, Middlesex N16 8NP

Inspection date: 8 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and safe at the nursery. They learn to share, take turns and 
respect each other. Children choose activities from the well-organised environment. 
This challenges their thinking and allows them to test out their play ideas. For 
instance, babies learn to make wet sand by adding one scoop of water at a time, 
and mixing into the dry sand. When children find some situations challenging, they 
learn to think of different solutions. For instance, older children learn to mix red 
and yellow food colouring to make orange play dough when they run out of orange 
food colouring. All children, including those who receive additional funding, make 
good progress from their starting points. 

Children are good communicators. Those children who speak English as an 
additional language, or have other cultural backgrounds, are included well and their 
uniqueness is respected. Children are also taught through strategies, including 
visual cues and signing to further enhance their interactions with each other. 
Children develop good physical skills and are keen to play outdoors as the staff 
make the environment exciting for the children. For example, staff talk to children 
about the fruit and vegetables that they have sown together in the nursery garden, 
like strawberries, mint and carrots.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The managers and staff work well together. Staff feel valued and well supported 
by the managers, who lead the team well. Staff are well qualified and the quality 
of education provided is good. 

n Children benefit from a happy and relaxed environment within the pre-school. 
Staff get to know children's individual personalities well. They recognise the 
uniqueness of each child and tailor their care needs accordingly. This supports 
younger children to develop strong bonds with staff and helps them to develop 
confidence in moving from home to the pre-school happily.

n Children benefit from opportunities to develop their good communication and 
language skills. Staff model language and pronounce words clearly for children 
to hear. For children who need extra support with communication, staff offer 
visual aids, such as pictures, to help them understand about daily routines. 
Children make good progress in their communication skills.

n Parents speak positively about the provision. They comment on the friendliness 
of staff and how they regularly share children's progress and key achievements 
with them. Staff use newsletters to inform parents of future topics and other 
relevant nursery information. Parents comment on how this helps them to 
continue supporting their children's learning at home. Parents compliment on 
how confident and independent their children have become during their time at 
the setting.
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n Staff keep a close check on the progress children make. Children in receipt of 
additional funding and those with special educational needs/and or disabilities 
(SEND) are supported well. The special educational needs coordinator ensures 
that children with SEND are offered good support. She is swift to work in 
partnership with parents, and other professionals, in order to help these children 
reach their full potential.

n Children understand the importance of good hygiene routines. They wash their 
hands before and after meals. Younger children are shown in the mirror to wipe 
their noses using the tissues provided and then to throw the tissue in the bin 
before washing their hands. This helps to further encourage children's 
understanding of personal hygiene.

n Children enjoy plenty of fresh food, which is nutritious and meets their dietary 
needs. Children are encouraged to brush their teeth after lunch to help them 
understand the need for oral hygiene.

n There is a high focus on children building a very strong relationship with their 
key person. Staff receive good training in this aspect of their role. However, 
there are times when children become too dependent on their key person. Staff 
do not always support children, when they are unable to give them the attention 
they need, to develop confidence in directing their own play. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are confident in their safeguarding knowledge and know what to do if they 
have a concern about a child. They can identify the signs which may indicate that a 
child is at risk of harm. Staff understand their responsibilities to keep children safe 
and are aware of the process to follow if they have a concern about a colleague. 
Managers ensure that they follow safer recruitment processes and monitor staff's 
ongoing suitability. The manager and staff have a good knowledge of wider 
safeguarding issues, such as the 'Prevent' duty and female genital mutilation. 
Regular risk assessments and monitoring of accidents ensure that risks are 
managed and children are safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to help children develop more confidence as they play and learn.

Inspection report: Minik Kardes @ the Factory Children's Centre
8 June 2022 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY557962

Local authority Islington

Inspection number 10194100

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 51

Number of children on roll 77

Name of registered person Minik Kardes Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523750

Telephone number 020 7060 7487

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Minik Kardes @ the Factory Children's Centre is a charity run nursery setting in the 
London Borough of Islington. It was registered in 2018. It operates Monday to 
Friday from 8am to 6pm all year round. It provides funded early education for 
children aged two, three and four years. The nursery employs 15 members of staff, 
of whom most hold appropriate childcare qualifications. They have one qualified 
teacher and three staff members who hold B.A. degrees in Childhood Studies.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sharmee Bhatt
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n A learning walk was completed with the manager to discuss the curriculum 
intent and how the provision is organised in the different rooms.

n A joint evaluation of an activity was completed with the manager.
n The evidence for staff suitability and qualifications was checked by the inspector. 

She looked at a range of documents, including qualifications, first-aid certificates 
and supervisions.

n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children during activities 
and assessed the impact of teaching on children's learning. She spoke to the 
parents, staff and children at appropriate times throughout the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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