
Inspection of Norfolk Park Daycare 
Nursery
Centre In The Park, Guildford Avenue, Sheffield S2 2PL

Inspection date: 8 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enter happily and settle quickly on arrival, swiftly becoming immersed in 
their play. They form close bonds with the caring and kind staff. This helps children 
to feel safe and secure, alongside the consistent and well-organised routines that 
children are clearly familiar with. Changes to the drop off and collection 
arrangements, following the COVID-19 pandemic, have not affected children. Staff 
greet children at the gate and share important information with parents. Children 
make good progress because staff have high expectations of what they can 
achieve. This includes children who receive additional funding, those who speak 
English as an additional language and those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities .

Children enjoy the activities on offer and there is a strong focus on outdoor play. 
Staff supervise children well to ensure that they are safe. They progress well with 
their communication skills and learn how to express their needs and wishes. Staff 
help children to develop a wide vocabulary that supports them to speak in 
sentences. For example, throughout the story of the 'Bear Hunt', children delight in 
joining in with the familiar story and use their 'action words'. They actively join in 
with the engaging story read by staff.

Staff recognise the impact that the pandemic has had on children. They have 
adjusted the curriculum, so that it focuses on children's personal, social and 
emotional development. They have supported children to learn how to share and 
take turns as they become used to engaging with others in social situations again. 
Children behave well and respond to the consistent routines and boundaries in 
place. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is supported to carry out her role and responsibilities by the 
dedicated provider. Collectively, they lead a staff team who are enthusiastic in 
providing good learning opportunities and experiences for children. Parents 
speak positively about the care their children receive. They feel that their 
children's needs are met and that they progress well in their learning. Parents 
appreciate the support staff offer them to help with their child's continued 
learning at home. 

n Staff support children's early literacy and mathematical understanding well. 
Children demonstrate that they thoroughly enjoy listening to stories. They talk 
excitedly about the stories and join in with repeated refrains from the book. 
Staff working with younger children use strategies, such as labelling and 
repetition, to help support children's growing vocabulary. They use descriptive 
language and narrate children's play. Older children learn about letters and the 
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sounds they make. They are keen to find the correct letters to form their own 
names. They develop their understanding of number and recognise numbers in 
their learning environment. 

n Children benefit from warm and nurturing relationships with their key person, 
which leads to them being confident and happy in their environment. Children's 
emotions are valued, and staff encourage children to talk about how they are 
feeling. For example, if they are feeling happy or sad.

n Children gain a wide range of useful skills and knowledge that prepares them 
well for their future learning, and school. They are taught to be independent, for 
example, by feeding themselves, tidying up their toys and putting on their own 
coats and shoes. Children enjoy regular trips to the local park and into their 
wider community. They learn about the world around them and celebrate 
different festivals, cultures and religions. 

n Staff plan the environment, so that children can freely access activities of their 
choice, such as play dough, puzzles, construction and role play. Consequently, 
children are motivated learners who are confident to express their wishes. 
Children experience quality interactions and a wide range of learning 
opportunities. However, not all staff react and provide support that consistently 
challenges and encourages children to fully explore and experiment during 
creative activities, to further extend their learning.

n Staff continually observe and assess children's development and plan an 
effective curriculum, overall. Staff know their key children well. They agree 
individual support plans for children with parents. They use these to reduce any 
possible gaps in children's development. However, managers do not consistently 
support all staff to share precise information with parents about their children's 
development, to support children's achievements further.

n Staff promote children's knowledge and understanding of healthy lifestyles and 
good hygiene procedures. For instance, children grow their own plants and 
vegetables and enjoy harvesting them. Staff promote effective oral health. 
Children understand the importance of teeth cleaning routines. Staff discuss the 
importance of providing healthy, balanced packed lunches for their children. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff, including the designated safeguarding lead, demonstrate a strong 
understanding of their roles and responsibilities to protect children and keep them 
safe. All staff receive regular training in safeguarding, including the 'Prevent' duty. 
The manager and provider ensure staff's safeguarding knowledge is kept up to 
date, for example, by accessing up-to-date training online. Staff maintain a suitable 
environment for children. They complete appropriate safety checks to minimise 
potential hazards. The leadership team follow robust vetting and recruitment 
procedures to check that all staff are suitable to work with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop even further all staff's understanding of how to encourage and support 
children's curiosity to explore and experiment fully during creative activities

n extend staff's knowledge to help them consistently share precise information 
with parents about their children's development.

Inspection report: Norfolk Park Daycare Nursery
8 June 2022 4



Setting details
Unique reference number EY488886

Local authority Sheffield

Inspection number 10225934

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 3

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 22

Name of registered person Norfolk Park Daycare Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534559

Telephone number 01142860419

Date of previous inspection 6 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

Norfolk Park Daycare Nursery was registered in 2015 and is located in Sheffield. 
The nursery employs four members of childcare staff. All staff hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 3. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all 
year round. Sessions are from 8am until 3pm. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two- and three-year-old children. The nursery supports children who 
speak English as an additional language.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachael Barrett
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provision. 

n The inspector and the manager conducted a joint observation of an activity.
n Discussions were held with the staff and children at appropriate times during the 

inspection. 
n Parents' views were taken into account through verbal and written feedback 

provided. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including evidence of the 

suitability of staff and managers.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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