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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils are happy and said how much they love the school. This is because leaders
and school staff created a warm, secure environment for children and pupils. Pupils
are safe in school. Parents and carers appreciate the care and security that school
staff provide. Pupils behave well and are very respectful towards adults and each
other. Pupils said that bullying does not occur. However, leaders have systems in
place and respond to any incidents that may arise.

Leaders encourage pupils to respect cultural traditions and beliefs other than their
own. For instance, pupils learn about Diwali and Easter. Pupils read books and take
part in activities to promote their preparation for life in modern Britain. For example,
pupils enjoyed visiting a Chinese supermarket when they learned about Chinese
New Year.

Leaders have started to make necessary changes to the school’s curriculum since
the headteacher joined the school in January 2022. Leaders have prioritised making
changes to the way reading and mathematics are taught. Leaders are in the process
of moving to alternative approaches to teaching phonics and mathematics. Leaders
also plan to make improvements to the curriculum in other subjects.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders instil a love of books and reading. Pupils enjoy listening to stories and
sharing books together. Leaders are in the process of adopting a systematic
synthetic phonics programme. Teachers are receiving training to teach the
programme. Currently, teachers use a combination of different approaches to teach
phonics. This is because some resources are not yet in place. Leaders plan to use
one systematic approach from the start of the next academic year. Phonics takes
place daily from the early years. Pupils read decodable books in line with the sounds
they are learning. Teachers regularly check that pupils remember the phonics
previously learned. Pupils receive extra phonics lessons if they struggle to keep up.
Leaders work closely with parents to support any pupil who may have special
educational needs and/or disabilities. Leaders seek advice from external experts to
help ensure that pupils get the right assistance.

Leaders design the curriculum to include Jewish studies in the mornings and secular
subjects in the afternoon. Leaders make sure that the curriculum is broad and
matches the national curriculum. Teachers think about how to engage pupils and
make learning enjoyable. However, leaders do not make clear what important
knowledge pupils need to know and remember in different subjects. Teachers check
that pupils remember activities. However, in most subjects, the order in which
important subject content is taught and revised is not carefully thought through.
Currently in mathematics, teaching does not build on what children learn in early
years because teachers use different approaches in early years and Years 1 to 6.
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Teachers motivate pupils to try hard and behave well. Pupils enjoy receiving stickers,
badges and certificates for their work. Teachers manage any low-level disruption
well so that learning is not interrupted. Older pupils act as role models for children in
the early years. During a recent talent show, pupils in Year 1 taught children in the
early years drawing skills and how to catch a ball.

Pupils take on different responsibilities readily in the school, such as fruit monitor,
line leader and book monitor. They are taught about bullying and why it is wrong.
Leaders work with parents and pupils to alert them to the importance of staying safe
online and how to do so. Leaders organise visitors to the school from the local police
to promote pupils’ understanding of keeping themselves safe. Pupils are taught
about keeping healthy. This includes recognising and managing their feelings. Pupils
receive age-appropriate relationships education in line with statutory requirements.

Leaders and governors are committed to improving the school. Governors have
appropriate training and experience to carry out their roles. The proprietor ensures
the school complies with the independent school standards and the statutory
requirements of the early years foundation stage and with schedule 10 of the
Equality Act 2010. Leaders and governors think carefully about how changes to the
school and the curriculum will affect staff. Staff value the support they receive from
leaders and governors to manage their workload and well-being.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and governors receive suitable training to lead safeguarding in the school.
They know how to access support and advice from external professional services. All
staff receive regular safeguarding training to help them recognise when a pupil may
be at risk and in need of help. Staff know how to report any concerns that may
arise.

The safeguarding policy is in place and includes all the required content. The policy
is available to parents upon request.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and proprietor)

B |eaders have not identified what the most important subject content is in each
subject area and sequenced this knowledge from the early years onwards. As a
result, teaching does not embed important knowledge and staff do not routinely
check that pupils remember it. Leaders need to sequence important knowledge in
all subjects from the early years to Year 6 and ensure pupils know, remember and
build on this knowledge.
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B Leaders are developing the school’s approach to teaching phonics and
mathematics. Currently, teaching includes a variety of different approaches which
hampers the development of pupils’ fluency in reading and mathematics. Leaders
must continue with their plans to embed consistent approaches to teaching
mathematics and phonics throughout the school.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

If you are the provider and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you
can complain to Ofsted.
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Information about this school

B Ateres Beis Yaakov Primary School is an Orthodox Jewish girls’ school.
B The school operates from 27 Green Lane, Hendon, London, NW4 2NL.

W This is the first standard inspection of the school since it was registered by the
DfE on 16 August 2021.

B The headteacher took up the post fully in January 2022.
B The school does not use any alternative providers.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors carried out this inspection under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education
and Skills Act 2008. The purpose of the inspection is to advise the Secretary of State
for Education about the school’s suitability for continued registration as an
independent school.

The school meets the independent school standards. These are the requirements set
out in the schedule to the Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations
2014.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
school leaders and have taken that into account in their evaluation.

B Inspectors held meetings with the headteacher and the early years leader.

B Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading, mathematics,
history and personal, social and health education. For each deep dive inspectors
discussed the curriculum, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to
some pupils about their learning and looked at samples of pupils” work.

B Inspectors also spoke to leaders about the curriculum in some other subjects.

B Inspectors spoke to leaders, staff and the chair of governors about safeguarding
and pupil welfare. Inspectors confirmed that suitable checks are made before
staff are employed.

B Inspectors reviewed staff and parent responses to Ofsted’s online surveys.

B Inspectors checked the school premises to consider whether health and safety
procedures met requirements.

Inspection team

Andrea Bedeau, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector
Jonathan Newby Ofsted Inspector
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects
to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for
learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the
Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in
prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services
for children looked after, safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under
the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team,
The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and
updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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