
Inspection of Buttons@newtonleys
Newton Leys Pavillion, Furzey Way, Bletchley, Buckinghamshire MK3 5SP

Inspection date: 7 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The exceptional care and education that children receive at the pre-school has a 
significant positive impact upon their lives and futures. Every child makes excellent 
progress because of the flexible and progressive curriculum. Children with special 
educational needs make rapid progress in their learning because the staff and 
environment meet their needs extremely well. Children thrive at the pre-school and 
show intense concentration in the array of fascinating learning opportunities 
available for them. Young children become immersed in mixing ingredients 
together, while older children follow step-by-step recipes to make dough. 
Resources are open-ended, meaning children become creative and share their 
ideas. For example, during the inspection children imaginatively built an animal 
enclosure and prison tower from large building blocks in the garden.

Staff have high expectations for what children can achieve. They engage with them 
through thoughtful questioning that challenges children to think and use their own 
ideas. Children's behaviour is superb. Staff have an excellent understanding of how 
to support children and manage their needs. Early support enables staff to put 
effective methods in place to divert children's attention and sustain their interests. 
As a result, the pre-school is a productive and harmonious environment where 
children are continually engaged in their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n All staff understand the curriculum intent and put it into practice with 
confidence. They know when to stand back and allow children to explore and 
discover. Consequently, staff identify meaningful, unobtrusive opportunities to 
build on children's understanding and move their learning forward.

n Following on from the previous inspection, the provider has taken decisive action 
to improve the quality of the pre-school. The new manager leads the staff team 
with vision and passion. Staff work together to get to know children, families 
and the local community in depth. This has significant advantages for helping to 
keep children safe and for staff to build on their learning.

n Staff's excellent support ensures that activities are inclusive and accessible for all 
children. Staff expand on children's vocabulary, exposing them to new words 
during conversations. Children make excellent progress in their communication 
and language skills and any gaps close quickly with the support they receive. 

n Staff shower children with warmth, compassion and genuine care. There are 
exceptional arrangements to support children who have newly arrived in the 
country following unimaginable trauma. Children quickly trust the staff caring for 
them, and use basic but effective sign language to communicate. Parents tell of 
their gratitude for the provider's flexible and understanding approach to 
welcoming all children into the pre-school family. The key person relationships 
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are very successful in supporting children.
n There are excellent arrangements in place to support children's emotional well-

being. For example, there is an area where children can find images and pictures 
to help them to express their emotions and feelings. Staff read books to help 
children to work through their emotions and to give them time to calm down 
and relax. Children with special educational needs have a quiet area where they 
can retreat from the group if they feel overwhelmed. There are tactile toys for 
children to play with as they work through their feelings. 

n Early intervention ensures that children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities have the targeted support that they need from the very start. Staff 
quickly work to identify what children's needs are and make adaptations in the 
environment.  

n Staff appreciate the importance of supporting children's health and nutrition. 
Children start the day with a breakfast snack, ensuring that no children are 
hungry when they start learning. Staff recognise that children who do not have a 
garden benefit from playing outdoors. Staff encourage children to be active and 
develop their physical skills, promoting their good physical health. 

n The provider is a visionary whose uncompromising commitment to providing 
children with the highest level of care and education is evident. She has high 
ambition for what children can achieve regardless of their backgrounds and 
previous experiences. Consequently, the pre-school offers children exceptional 
learning experiences.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is a culture of safeguarding at the pre-school which is evident in all staff's 
work. The provider and staff have an exceptionally good understanding about 
safeguarding children. They have a depth of knowledge of local safeguarding 
issues and develop close, professional relationships with families. Staff are alert to 
any changes that might indicate that children are at risk of harm. When there are 
concerns about children's welfare, staff work swiftly with other professionals to 
ensure that children remain highly visible through careful monitoring within the 
pre-school. Close working with safeguarding partners ensures that children's 
welfare and safety are given the highest priority.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2505270

Local authority Milton Keynes

Inspection number 10201225

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 38

Number of children on roll 58

Name of registered person Buttons Preschools Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901723

Telephone number 07973158368

Date of previous inspection 18 June 2021

Information about this early years setting

Buttons@newtonleys registered at its current site in 2018 and is situated in Newton 
Leys. It is open from 9am to 3pm, with wraparound care offered from 8am until 
4.30pm. The pre-school is open Monday to Friday, during term time only. The 
provider employs 10 members of staff; six staff are qualified at level 3 and above. 
The pre-school is in receipt of funding to provide free early education to children 
aged two, three and four years. The pre-school supports a number of children who 
speak English as an additional language and those who have special educational 
needs and/or disabilities.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Marshall-Gowen
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector discussed the curriculum intent and observed its implementation 
during activities indoors and outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on 
children's learning.

n A joint observation was completed and discussed with the manager. 
n During the inspection, the inspector held a meeting with the manager, special 

educational needs coordinator and the provider. She looked at relevant 
documentation, such as evidence of the suitability of staff working in the pre-
school.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at suitable times throughout the 
inspection. 

n Parents were invited to share their views with the inspector. Several parents 
discussed their views during the inspection and the inspector took account of all 
written feedback received.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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