
Inspection of Bushmead Pre-School
Hancock Drive, Luton, Bedfordshire LU2 7SF

Inspection date: 7 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children demonstrate that they feel safe and enjoy their time at the pre-school. 
They develop friendships with their peers, listen to each other's views and overall 
behave well and play cooperatively together. Children develop their problem-
solving skills as they construct bridges and balancing beams together using the 
plastic crates and wooden planks. They demonstrate resilience to setbacks if their 
initial ideas are not successful, persevering until they achieve their goal. Children 
then demonstrate their balancing skills as they pretend to be pirates and walk the 
plank. They enjoy manoeuvring wheeled toys, kick footballs and laugh with their 
friends as they spin on the roundabout.

Younger children develop their physical strength and hand-to-eye coordination as 
they carefully pour water and sand from one container to another. They are 
encouraged to estimate and count how many cups of water are needed to fill a 
larger container, and are introduced to mathematical concepts such as 'full' and 
'half full'. Older children recite numbers beyond 10 with confidence and are 
beginning to link a written numeral to the correct number of objects. They enjoy 
weighing objects on the scales, which develops their understanding of heavy and 
light. Children use tools such as scissors and staples to make paper books.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since the last inspection, the pre-school committee, manager and staff team 
have proactively worked with the local authority to improve their practice and 
procedures. This is already having a positive impact on the provision. Ongoing 
professional development is encouraged. For example, the deputy manager has 
attended training to broaden her knowledge of how to support children with 
special educational needs. However, training opportunities require additional 
evaluation to further enhance the quality of teaching and the implementation of 
the curriculum.

n Children are warmly greeted by the staff on their arrival. They confidently seek 
reassurance if they are upset and ask for help if needed. This positive interaction 
helps children develop secure attachments and supports their emotional well-
being. Children are taught the importance of being kind and respectful to each 
other, to share and take their turn. 

n Staff provide a good range of interesting experiences for the children. They 
structure the curriculum to build on what children know and can already do, 
while taking account of their interests. However, on occasions, staff do not use 
spontaneous opportunities to further extend, engage and challenge children's 
learning as they play. 

n Staff place high priority on supporting children's communication and language 
development, including children who speak English as an additional language. 
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Children have opportunities to choose the songs and rhymes they would like to 
join in with. They particularly enjoy rhymes with actions, such as 'The wheels on 
the bus' and 'Row, row, row your boat'. 

n Staff share storybooks with the children, which supports them to listen and 
answer questions about the story effectively. Young children enjoy using large 
paintbrushes and water to make marks on the brick wall. Older children draw 
recognisable pictures, such as flowers, and some children understand that print 
carries meaning. They read individual letters by saying their sounds and blend 
sounds into words, forming recognisable letters as they write words such as 'cat' 
and 'dog'. 

n Staff support children to develop their independence, sense of responsibility and 
self-care skills. For example, children are encouraged to help tidy away the 
resources and clear away their own utensils after snack time. Older children 
independently use the toilet and wash their hands. Additionally, children 
participate in activities which support them to understand the importance of 
good dental hygiene, and how to keep themselves safe.   

n Parents speak highly of the children's experiences at the pre-school. They praise 
the care and the range of activities provided for their children. Parents say that 
children make progress and develop confidence. Parents also say that they feel 
well informed about their children's achievements through regular discussions 
and the online system.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management committee, the manager and staff understand their responsibility 
to keep children safe. They know how to recognise the signs of abuse and neglect, 
including what action to take if they become concerned about a child's welfare. 
Additionally, staff understand the risks that children may face from radicalisation 
and female genital mutilation. Risk assessment procedures are secure. Staff 
complete thorough checks of the indoor and outdoor areas before children arrive at 
the start of the session. This minimises the potential risk of harm effectively. 
Recruitment, induction and staff supervision procedures are secure.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n identify professional development opportunities to strengthen existing 
knowledge, to further enhance the quality of teaching and the implementation of 
the curriculum

n make more effective use of spontaneous opportunities to extend and challenge 
children's learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 155768

Local authority Luton 

Inspection number 10220825

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person Bushmead Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP517327

Telephone number 01582 485505

Date of previous inspection 16 December 2021

Information about this early years setting

Bushmead Pre-School registered in 1991. The pre-school employs five members of 
childcare staff. All staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 and 
level 3. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday, during term time. Sessions 
are from 9am until midday and from 12.45pm until 3.45pm. There is a lunch club 
from midday until 12.45pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Ann Austen
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The deputy manager and the inspector completed a learning walk across all 
areas of the nursery to understand how the early years curriculum is organised.

n The inspector observed staff's interactions with the children during indoor and 
outdoor activities, and assessed the impact this has on the children's progress 
and achievements. 

n The manager, staff and children engaged in discussions with the inspector at 
appropriate times during the inspection. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager and discussed 
the children's progress and achievements. 

n A sample of the pre-school documents were reviewed by the inspector, including 
evidence of staff's suitability and training.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents by speaking to them. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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