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What is it like to attend this school?

Every day, staff greet pupils with a smile at Cheviot Primary School. Pupils and
parents say that ‘everyone is welcome here.” All pupils play and learn alongside each
other happily. They say, ‘Nobody gets left out at Cheviot, we all help each other.
Pupil behaviour is exemplary. From classrooms to corridors, pupils show self-control
and a sense of calmness. This includes the youngest children of the school, who
settle into school routines and expectations very quickly. Pupils say that bullying
does not happen and ‘no one is scared of anyone’. They trust adults to always keep
them safe and sort out any problems that they may have. Care is at the heart of this
school.

Expectations for pupils are high. The school’s ‘get up, get in, get on’ mantra is
understood by pupils. They say that they have to come to school every day so that
one day they can get a good job. Many pupils have high hopes of being future
engineers, photographers, designers and tradespeople. This is because staff in the
school open up a world of possibilities for pupils.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders have high aspirations for the pupils of Cheviot. They ensure that pupils
achieve well. They say that pupils ‘deserve more’ than a standard offer. The
curriculum that pupils follow has been organised and ordered to make sure that it
builds their knowledge year on year from the Nursery class to Year 6. Teachers
choose appropriate and engaging tasks for pupils.

Provision for children in early years, including the two-year-olds, is of a high quality.
Staff develop children’s social skills and knowledge of the world with care and rigour.
In key stages 1 and 2, teachers do not revisit past learning enough in some
subjects. Teachers sometimes do not check what pupils know and can do accurately.
They do not help pupils build on the secure knowledge that they already have.
Pupils forget what they have been taught in the past when this happens.

Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are supported well.
Pupils’ individual plans are jointly produced with pupils and their families. Leaders
and governors carefully consider the pupils who may need extra help and have high
aspirations for them. Pupils who attend the additionally resourced provisions (ARPS)
receive the exact support that they need.

Pupils develop a love of reading and enjoy reading the range of books available to
them. They say that ‘you have to read every day’. By the time pupils leave Year 6,
most of them can read confidently and fluently. The curriculum for pupils in the early
stages of reading is not as strong. The school’s phonics programme is not organised
as well as it could be. Sometimes, pupils receive books that are too hard for them to
read. This does not help them to become fluent readers.
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The school’s work to develop pupils’ attitudes, character and understanding of
others is exemplary. Staff seek out experiences, visitors and partnerships to bring
the outside world into school. Work with local universities, police, magistrates and
the local MP all help pupils to understand life in modern Britain. Pupils take part in a
variety of awareness weeks and assemblies about others’ needs and views. This
helps them to become tolerant and kind. Pupils say that ‘everyone is treated equally’
in their school.

A well-developed personal, social and health education curriculum prepares pupils to
deal with issues such as consent, relationships and equality. Pupils feel well prepared
for secondary school and adolescence. The impact of COVID-19 has halted a wide
range of clubs. They are now restarting. Pupils look forward to the full range
returning soon.

Staff have high expectations for pupil behaviour. Pupils rise to this challenge. Pupils
are polite, respectful and listen carefully in lessons. Their attitudes towards each
other and their acceptance of difference are a pleasure to see.

Parents are valued and welcomed each day at the school gate. Parents are positive
about the school. Several parents said that they ‘wouldn't send their child anywhere
else’. They are well informed about what pupils learn so they can provide support at
home. They value the online home-school messaging system. Pupils attend well and
those who do not are supported and encouraged to do so. Attendance is a constant
priority for the school.

Staff at the school feel well supported and part of a school and trust team. If they
ask for help, they know that they will get it. They say that ‘the headteacher’s door is
always open’.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders say that ‘safeguarding is everything’ in this school. They ensure that staff
are well trained so they can spot when pupils or families need help. Staff in the
school know their families well and what to do when they are worried about a pupil.
They work hard to get the help and support that families need. Leaders are not
afraid to challenge when they feel that services outside of school could be doing
more. Pupils are taught how to stay safe in their local area and online. Leaders
recognise that road safety and cycling are important things to learn about in an area
with only a few pedestrian crossings.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B Teachers sometimes ask pupils to read books that they are not able to
successfully decode. Teachers do not ensure that the assessment used to check
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what sounds pupils know is used to select these books. Some pupils are unable to
read books fluently and confidently. Leaders should ensure that assessment
systems used by teachers enable pupils to receive books that are matched to
their phonetic knowledge. Leaders should train teachers in how to do this.

B Teachers do not systematically build on prior content that pupils have been taught
in some foundation subjects. Pupils do not develop the secure bank of knowledge
they need to know. Pupils cannot always remember what they have been taught
and therefore struggle to apply knowledge in a new context. Leaders should
review how curriculum content is delivered to pupils, ensuring that assessment
information is used to help pupils to remember knowledge more accurately.
Teachers should revisit past learning to strengthen pupils’ long-term memory.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you
can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 143271

Local authority Newcastle upon Tyne
Inspection number 10227448

Type of school Primary

School category Academy converter
Age range of pupils 2to 11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 235

Appropriate authority Board of trustees

Chair of trust Charles Christie

Headteacher Lee Gallon

Website www.cheviot.smartacademies.net/

Date of previous inspection 1 December 2020, under section 8 of the
Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The school is part of SMART Multi Academy Trust.
B The school has provision for two-year-olds.

B The school has two ARPs: an early years assessment provision, and a provision to
support pupils with social, emotional and mental health (SEMH) needs.

B The school does not currently use any alternative education providers.
B The school runs a breakfast club.

Information about this inspection
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the 2020-21
COVID-19 pandemic. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
school and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspectors did deep dives in the following subjects: early reading, mathematics,
science and design technology. Inspectors spoke to leaders about the curriculum
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and met with teachers from the lessons visited. Inspectors looked at pupils’ work
and spoke to pupils.

B Inspectors also looked at curriculum plans and spoke to leaders about other
subjects.

B Inspectors listened to a range of pupils read from different year groups.

B Inspectors met with the special educational needs coordinator, members of the
local governing body, trustees and the trust CEO.

B Inspectors looked at the single central record and spoke to leaders, teachers,
governors, and pupils about safeguarding.

B Inspectors considered the nine free-text responses made by parents. Inspectors
also considered the 19 responses to Ofsted’s online staff questionnaire.

Inspection team

Mark Dent, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
David Milligan Her Majesty’s Inspector
Inspection report: Cheviot Primary School 6

17-18 May 2022



Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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