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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children experience the awe and wonder of the world when attending the club. 
Days are filled with experiences which will stay with them for a lifetime. They 
ramble along countryside paths as they hold hands and chat with their partner for 
the walk. Children screech with laughter as they race across wildflower meadows 
and up hillocks, before running or rolling back down. Children gather wildflowers 
and make small bouquets for their friends and staff. They identify buttercups, wild 
thistles, and lupins; information they have previously learned from staff. At other 
times, children explore local landmarks, build dens, go on woodland walks, and 
even go fishing. Children listen closely to staff instructions on how to stay safe. 
Older children help those younger than them identify plants that could harm them, 
such as stinging nettles. The younger children explain how they already know how 
to identify and use a dock leaf if they do get stung. This demonstrates the real-
world learning that takes place at the club, that prepares children for life in their 
community. 

When not having adventures outside, children enjoy time to relax and play indoors. 
They sit with friends watching movies age-appropriate for limited periods. They 
have a wealth of traditional board games to compete against each other, and an 
extensive range of activities provided by staff. Younger children happily role play, 
looking after dolls and making pretend food for them. Leaders at the setting take 
responsibility for working closely with the youngest children. Children build close 
bonds with these familiar staff which helps them feel safe. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The club owner has made significant improvements to address the actions from 
the previous inspection. A daily record of children's attendance is now 
consistently maintained, which helps promote children's safety. Recruitment and 
vetting procedures of staff are rigorous. The owner now follows safer 
recruitment and ensures the suitability of staff, which helps protect children from 
possible harm.

n Children's learning from school, and other settings they attend, is complemented 
well by the club. Staff find out what children's developmental needs are and 
ensure that these are focused on in activities provided. The impact of this is 
seen in the increased confidence and independence children develop. 
Additionally, it is notable that children's communication and language skill 
flourish due to the skilled support that staff provide.

n Children at the club are confident, independent, and skilled communicators. 
Young children, after careful consideration, tell the inspector that they 'like 
playing with all their friends the best'. Older children explain about how their 
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siblings are 'much kinder' when they are at the club together. They also talk 
about how staff are 'really kind and care about us'. This typifies the culture of 
care and nurture that makes this club a success. 

n Staff at the club regularly seek the views of children and parents. This ensures 
that they continually follow children's interests, to keep the club exciting and 
interesting for all.

n Parents are particularly complimentary about the club. They say that their 
children 'get the joy' from coming to the club. Parents explain that their children 
settle in really quickly, that the staff genuinely care for the children, and that 
their children benefit from the extensive outdoor opportunities.

n Staff express that they love working at the setting. They receive regular 
supervision meetings from the owner. These focus on their own well-being, the 
quality of their practice, and any training needs. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Since the previous inspection, all staff have received training to improve their 
knowledge and understanding of safeguarding. This means that staff now fully 
understand their roles and responsibilities in this area. Staff can identify potential 
indicators of abuse and know who to report any concerns to. They know how to 
escalate concerns should the safeguarding leads at the setting fail to act 
appropriately. Staff are also clear on how to report concerns should an allegation 
be made against someone working with the children. They have a detailed 
knowledge of other safeguarding matters such as radicalisation and extremism, 
domestic violence and abuse, and female genital mutilation. The setting owner, 
who is one of the designated safeguarding leads, regularly tests staff on their 
safeguarding knowledge and provides in-house briefings. This ensures staff 
knowledge remains secure and up to date.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY555503

Local authority Blackburn with Darwen

Inspection number 10238014

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 10

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 38

Name of registered person AJ's Out Of School Care Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP555502

Telephone number 01204856729

Date of previous inspection 10 June 2021

Information about this early years setting

AJ's Out Of School Childcare registered in 2018. The club employs four members of 
childcare staff. Of these, two members have an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 3, one has an appropriate early years qualification at level 2 
and one member is unqualified. The club opens from Monday to Friday, all year 
round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 8.40am, and 3.45pm until 6pm during term 
time, and 9am until 4pm during school holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Richard Sutcliffe
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at the club.

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke with the registered individual about the leadership and 

management of the setting.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The registered individual showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate 

the suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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