
Childminder report

Inspection date: 25 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have a warm bond with the childminder and show they feel happy and 
secure in her care. The childminder provides a safe, welcoming and homely 
environment. Children confidently make independent decisions about what to play 
with from a range of resources and activities. 

Children enjoy their time in the childminder's gentle and nurturing care. The 
childminder has high expectations for children's behaviour. Children behave well 
and play happily alongside the childminder. They learn to manage their own 
feelings and behaviour well, and the childminder supports their personal needs 
effectively. For instance, children refer to a familiar story to express their feelings. 
They engage in meaningful conversations with the childminder about how they are 
feeling and why. 

Children enjoy opportunities to develop their physical skills. They have a good 
understanding of effective hygiene practices. They know to wash their hands 
frequently to remove any germs. Children visit local parks and toddler groups 
where they have opportunities to socialise with a larger group of children and 
develop their balance and coordination. Children acquire a good range of key skills 
in preparation for the next stage in their development and the move on to school. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder has a good knowledge of where children are in their learning, 
the progress they have made and what they need to help them move forward. 
She regularly assesses and monitors children's progress. This enables her to 
recognise promptly if there are any gaps in their learning and implement 
strategies to ensure that these gaps are swiftly closed. However, the childminder 
has not fully developed partnerships with the other settings that children attend. 
This means that they do not consistently work together to support children in 
their next stages of learning and development. 

n Children have great fun while they are in the childminder's care. They enjoy 
exploring the wide range of resources and equipment and have positive attitudes 
to learning. Children become engrossed in spontaneous opportunities, such as 
exploring toy bugs in the mud. The childminder enhances children's learning 
effectively. For example, she provides children with magnifying glasses, which 
enables them to take a closer look at the finer details of the insects.

n The childminder supports children's early communication skills well, particularly 
when children are learning English as an additional language. She clearly 
emphasises key words within her interactions, introduces new vocabulary and 
models the correct pronunciation of words. This helps to support children's 
understanding and speaking. 
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n The childminder provides children with lots of opportunities to develop their 
early mathematical skills. She teaches children how to count during activities and 
they learn about concepts such as size and number.

n Children develop a love of books and they are confident to select books to read 
both independently and with the childminder. Children enjoy talking about the 
pictures and what they know about the characters in the story. They listen 
intently as the childminder uses different voices and story props to make the 
story come alive. 

n Partnerships with parents are strong. The childminder exchanges frequent 
information with them about children's progress. The childminder gathers 
detailed information about children's routines, likes and dislikes before they 
start. Parents are very complimentary about the setting and the childminder. 
However, the childminder does not consistently consider ways to involve parents 
in extending their children's learning at home.

n Children develop a good understanding of diversity beyond their immediate 
family. For example, the childminder ensures that the environment has positive 
cultural images, books and role-play resources for the children to explore. 

n The childminder is reflective and regularly evaluates her childminding provision. 
She engages in professional discussion with her assistants to monitor their 
practice, share ideas and consider ways to enhance the service they provide. For 
instance, the organisation of outdoor resources has been enhanced to help 
children make independent choices and follow their own interests. The 
childminder and her assistants attend regular training to ensure that their 
knowledge remains up to date.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder can confidently identify the signs and symptoms that may indicate 
that a child is at risk of harm. She keeps well informed about her local safeguarding 
procedures and knows who to contact if she has any concerns. The childminder 
ensures that children are continuously supervised while in her care and supports 
them to assess their own risk. The childminder ensures that her assistants have an 
up-to-date knowledge of the signs that children may be at risk of harm. She follows 
robust recruitment procedures to ensure the suitability of staff working with 
children. Regular checks on the environment help the childminder to swiftly identify 
and eliminate potential risks to children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop partnership working with other settings children attend, to consistently 
support their next steps in learning 
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n consider ways to further provide parents with ideas and guidance about how 
they can continue to support their children's learning at home. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 125956

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 10228217

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 10

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 20

Date of previous inspection 23 November 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1999 and lives in Ashford, Kent. She operates from 
Monday to Friday for most of the year. Occasionally, the childminder works with an 
assistant.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kimberley Luckham

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
setting.

n The inspector had a tour of the premises with the childminder and discussed 
how the early years provision and the curriculum are organised. 

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector held a number of discussions with the childminder and assistant 
about children's achievements and looked at relevant documents, including 
evidence of the suitability of the assistant and persons living in the household.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents from their written statements 
provided for the inspection. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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