
Inspection of Dunky's Day Nursery 
Sankey
Dunky's Day Nursery, 101 Barrow Hall Lane, Warrington WA5 3AE

Inspection date: 26 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children of all ages happily and safely access the activities on offer. Babies 
thoroughly enjoy reading books. They join in with actions and eagerly repeat 
words. Toddlers show eagerness and enthusiasm as they independently choose 
what they want to play with. They enjoy digging and planting in the vegetable 
patch. Pre-school children fill large syringes with water and show great delight as 
they press them and water comes out. This helps to develop the strength in their 
hands. Children are motivated and display a positive attitude to learning.

Children behave well and understand the high expectations staff have of them. 
They follow instructions and show great maturity. For example, pre-school children 
use a sand timer to safely manage turns on the swing. Children sit calmly and wait 
for their turn. They look at the timer and politely remind others when their turn is 
finished. Children are respectful to others, which is due to staff's consistent 
reminders about 'being kind'. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, leaders have placed 
great importance on ensuring that children develop their resilience and emotional 
well-being. They have ensured that every child has an extremely supportive 
relationship with at least one adult. As a result, children feel secure and show great 
confidence.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff weave mathematical concepts through children's play and experiences. For 
example, as children fill buckets with water, staff use language such as 'full', 
'empty', 'more' and 'less'. Those working with younger children continuously 
model counting and sing a range of number songs. Young children use this 
language in their play and confirm their understanding as they count pine cones 
and bracelets.

n Overall, staff are skilled at supporting children's emerging language skills. They 
engage in back-and-forth interactions, model conversations, use repetition and 
descriptive language. However, although staff ask thought-provoking questions, 
at times, the questioning is overwhelming. Children are not given sufficient time 
to think, respond and share their ideas.

n Staff are enthusiastic and motivated. They are led by passionate leaders who 
strive to provide high standards in children's care and education. Staff meetings 
are used for staff to share ideas and reflect on practice. However, all recent 
training for staff has been around meeting the statutory requirements. This 
means that professional development is not always sharply focused to ensure 
that the highest level of teaching is consistently achieved.

n Support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is strong. 
Staff are knowledgeable about children's next steps. They implement clear and 
consistent strategies in close partnership with parents and other professionals. 
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This supports all children to make good progress in their learning.
n Staff teach children the importance of being healthy. They learn about dental 

hygiene and being physically active. Children learn about healthy diets and 
where food comes from. They plant vegetables to be used in the meals they eat. 
Children climb and balance with skill and confidence on an exciting obstacle 
course that they designed. As a result, they develop a positive attitude to their 
physical health.

n Staff use books to help children to feel secure and settled. Children take books 
home to share with their families. Staff read a book and discuss with children 
how the different characters feel. As a result, children learn the language to be 
able to competently discuss their feelings. During discussions and games, 
children explain when they are 'happy' or 'scared'. These activities help children 
to develop an understanding of their emotions. 

n Partnerships with parents are effective. Parent representatives give feedback to 
managers, which is used to plan experiences for children. Parents praise the 
staff team and comment positively on the progress that their children have 
made. Staff communicate well with parents to ensure that they are fully 
informed about their children's experiences. They share ideas for activities at 
home and help parents to manage routines such as mealtimes and sleep.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have an in-depth awareness of the action they would take should they have 
concerns about a child's welfare. They confidently describe the possible signs and 
symptoms that may indicate a child is suffering from harm. Leaders require all staff 
to refresh their training regularly to ensure that their knowledge and skills remain 
up to date. Staff have a strong knowledge of how to keep children safe. For 
example, they frequently carry out evacuation drills and have a clear procedure to 
follow if there is ever a risk from an intruder. Children help staff to carry out risk 
assessments of the nursery. This helps children to keep themselves safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop staff's questioning and interaction skills further, to consistently support 
children's communication and language development 

n enhance staff's development opportunities, to help raise the quality of teaching 
to the highest level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY490714

Local authority Warrington

Inspection number 10236681

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 11

Total number of places 90

Number of children on roll 124

Name of registered person Dunkys Day Nurseries Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903128

Telephone number 01925 728800

Date of previous inspection 19 August 2016

Information about this early years setting

Dunky's Day Nursery Sankey registered in 2015. The nursery employs 26 members 
of childcare staff. Of these, 10 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 
or above. The nursery opens from Monday to Saturday all year round. Sessions are 
from 7am to 7pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Deborah Magee
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
owner and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum and what she intends for children to learn.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the manager and the area manager about the 

leadership and management of the nursery.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning. 
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of group 

activities.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Dunky's Day Nursery Sankey
26 May 2022 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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