
Childminder report

Inspection date: 24 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are happy and settle extremely quickly. They have tremendously strong 
attachments with the loving and caring childminder. The childminder has 
exceptionally high expectations of the children and they behave well. Children learn 
how to be independent in their self-care from an early age. For example, very 
young children learn to wipe their hands and faces clean after lunch. Children are 
highly engaged in a range of different activities. Very young children excitedly 
show the childminder their fine motor skills as they pick up and place gems into 
small bottles. The childminder skilfully builds on children's prior knowledge. She 
encourages the very young children to twist the bottle lids on and off 
independently. She celebrates with the children as they beam in delight at their 
success. Children are exceptionally confident and make excellent progress in their 
learning and development. They are extremely eager to explore and are very 
curious about the world around them. 

Very young children are given opportunities to explore and learn about food. For 
example, at snack time, they begin to learn how to cut up their fruit safely. This 
develops their independence skills further. It also provides children who are 
weaning with the opportunity to explore the different textures of food without a 
pressurised environment. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder has a very ambitious curriculum in place. It is highly diverse and 
challenges the children in their learning and development. There is a very high 
focus on children's personal, social and emotional development. The childminder 
believes this to be the most fundamental aspect of learning. 

n The childminder is exceptionally knowledgeable about her children and their next 
steps in learning and development. The childminder expertly weaves these next 
steps into each activity. This helps ensure children make the best possible 
progress. 

n The childminder is highly tuned into the experiences children may not have had. 
She expertly builds this into her outings. For example, children regularly take the 
bus from their quiet village to a busy nearby town. This is in addition to their 
frequent outings into the local community to explore the village, woods, rivers 
and parks.

n Parent partnerships are exceptionally strong. Parent feedback is highly 
complimentary. They comment that the childminder is 'caring and inspiring'. 
Parents highlight how the childminder values working with them and validates 
their worries. She then supports them and signposts to additional services as 
needed. 

n Children who attend dual settings continue to make the best possible progress. 
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The childminder communicates frequently with the other settings. This helps to 
ensure continuity in children's learning and development. This includes working 
very closely with the other settings to meet the needs of the children. For 
example, they each use the same behavioural strategies to support children with 
their personal, social and emotional development. 

n The childminder is highly effective with her own professional development. She 
reflects at the end of each day, both on her own practice and on what children 
have learned that day. She uses this to drive her performance forward. 

n The childminder is highly skilled at demonstrating how things work to the 
children. Children are very motivated as they attempt it for themselves, using 
skilful prompts from the childminder. For example, she models how to make a 
doll sing 'Let it go' before encouraging children to try for themselves. The 
childminder develops their resilience as she keeps encouraging them to try and 
try until they succeed. Very young children light up in delight when they succeed 
at turning the doll on independently.

n Children are extremely confident in expressing their views as they babble away 
to the childminder. They are listened to and are given time to reply as they 
engage with the childminder. Children frequently hear new words to develop 
their vocabulary. For instance, the childminder introduces words, such as 
'crinkly' and 'crown', as children make crowns using colourful sweet wrappers. 
They very eagerly try and imitate the childminder as they attempt to say the 
different words they hear. 

n Children are immersed in stories as they use props alongside books. For 
example, very young children play with Royal Family dolls as they read about 
the Jubilee. They attempt to join in with favourite phrases from the stories, such 
as 'Hello George'. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has an excellent understanding of her role and responsibilities in 
regard to safeguarding children. She has a secure knowledge of the signs and 
symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. The childminder knows how 
to report these concerns to the relevant local agencies. This includes if there were 
allegations against herself or members of the household. She keeps herself up to 
date through training. The childminder has a very secure understanding of wider 
safeguarding issues, such as what to do in the event of a large scale emergency. 
She teaches children how to keep themselves safe. For example, children learn 
how to keep themselves safe when they play online games.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 111285

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10136155

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 10

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 10

Date of previous inspection 5 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1999. She lives in the village of Barton Stacey, 
Hampshire. She is open weekdays except Fridays, all year round. The childminder 
is able to offer funding for the provision of free early years education to children 
aged two, three and four years. The childminder holds a relevant childminding 
qualification. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Natasha Jarvis

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The childminder discussed her curriculum intentions to the inspector during the 
learning walk. 

n Parents shared their views with the inspector through written feedback. 
n The childminder and the inspector discussed their observations of the children 

together. 
n The inspector observed the childminder and children throughout the day.
n The inspector sampled relevant documents. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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