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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
At Pirton Hill, pupils behave in kind and friendly ways around school. There are clear 
routines so that pupils can learn and play calmly and safely. One pupil said that, ‘It 
is better to meet friends in school than outside’ because staff will help sort out 
problems. Pupils are confident that, when bullying sometimes happens, their 
teachers will put a stop to it. 
 
Before starting lessons, such as after break- and lunchtime, there are regular 
moments of quiet. This helps pupils to get ready for the next part of the school day. 
As pupils settle down, teachers remind them to ‘strive to be the best you can be’. 
Pupils remember this and try hard in lessons. 
 
Pupils from all backgrounds, including pupils with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND), get the support they need to learn well.  
 
Pupils are proud of their school’s achievements, such as in sport. They enjoy a range 
of clubs and activities. As they move up through the school, pupils look forward to 
the clubs on offer for different year groups. Regular ‘wow!’ events build pupils’ 
confidence and celebrate their individual achievements with families. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
From the beginning of Nursery, children get off to a strong start. They quickly learn 
the vocabulary that leaders plan for them to know. Teachers use lively songs, 
traditional rhymes and memorable actions to help children remember important 
knowledge, such as number patterns. This particularly benefits some children with 
SEND, who remember key gestures and use them to communicate. In Nursery, 
teachers include sounds from the school’s phonics programme as part of their 
everyday teaching. This prepares children well for an ambitious phonics programme 
in Reception.  
 
Pupils’ ability to read well and their love of books are top priorities for leaders. 
Leaders, staff and pupils say that being a learner at Pirton Hill means being a reader. 
Leaders’ approach to promoting reading across the school has been successful. 
Leaders reward pupils’ reading accomplishments and inspire them to read more. 
Teachers teach the phonics programme well. In Reception and key stage 1, the 
books that teachers use to help pupils to learn to read are chosen well. For pupils in 
key stage 2 who still need support with phonics, the books that teachers select are 
less well chosen. These books do not match the sounds that the pupils know 
precisely enough. This slows down the rate at which they can learn to read fluently. 
 
Across the school, pupils have turned leaders’ routines into good habits. Pupils 
respond promptly to what teachers say. Classroom environments are calm places for 
pupils to learn. Pupils start lessons ready and eager to learn. 
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Leaders have carefully thought through what subject content they want pupils to 
know. Subject leaders have planned important connections between the content 
that pupils learn. To help them teach the curriculum well, staff have had extensive 
training in some areas, such as reading. However, they are still getting to grips with 
a small number of other subjects, such as geography. In these areas, teachers do 
not always have the subject-specific knowledge they need to reinforce important 
content. As a result, pupils do not learn important knowledge as well in these 
subjects. 
 
Leaders understand their local context well and so have identified cultural 
experiences that are valuable to pupils. Leaders plan opportunities to celebrate the 
different traditions in the local community. Trips to local museums enhance what 
pupils learn in the curriculum. Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and 
assemblies effectively promote character development and physical and mental 
health. 
 
Leaders across the school take informed actions that benefit pupils. Leaders check 
and ensure that pupils with SEND receive support that is well matched to their 
needs. Leaders’ actions to encourage strong attendance, including rewarding pupils 
and families, have been largely effective. Nevertheless, they recognise that there is 
more to do to support pupils who persistently do not attend well to come to school 
regularly. Leaders have appropriate plans to tackle this, but these have not yielded 
significant improvements at this stage.  
 
Governors have their finger on the pulse of the life of the school. In meetings with 
other agencies, they support school leaders to push back against obstacles that 
delay pupils from receiving the support they need. Governors check that the actions 
that leaders have taken to support staff welfare are working well. Staff say that 
leaders take account of their workload. They report that leaders have created a 
positive team spirit in school. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
School safeguarding systems are thorough. Governors regularly review and check 
them. Leaders of safeguarding follow up the incidents and concerns that staff log in 
a speedy way. When leaders are not satisfied that pupils’ needs are being met, or 
when they think that other agencies have been too slow to act, they push to secure 
the right kind of external help. They also use the school’s pastoral resources to a full 
extent. This support is well attuned to pupils’ needs. Leaders of safeguarding use 
their training and professional knowledge to ensure that staff know how to spot 
concerns about local safeguarding risks effectively. 
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 The books that weaker readers in key stage 2 use are occasionally not well 

matched to what pupils know. This slows down the way in which these pupils, 
who still need phonics teaching, learn to read. Leaders should ensure that the 
books these pupils use to learn to read are closely linked to the sounds they 
know, so that there are no unnecessary barriers to these pupils learning to read. 

 In a small number of subjects that have been more recently developed, teachers 
do not explain content in depth, and do not remind pupils about that content 
after it has been introduced. Teachers do not have enough specific training in 
these areas of the curriculum. This means that pupils’ knowledge is less secure in 
these subjects than in others. Leaders should ensure that teachers have the 
subject knowledge they need to teach subjects well. Leaders should also ensure 
that teachers revisit crucial content to reinforce what they have taught pupils. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 109574 

Local authority Luton  

Inspection number 10227320 

Type of school Primary 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 429 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Grace Sentamu-Baverstock 

Headteacher Glenn Booth 

Website www.pirtonhill.com 

Date of previous inspection 
4 and 5 July 2018, under section 5 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Since 2018, three assistant headteachers have taken up post. The special 

educational needs coordinator (SENCo) shared the role at the time of the 
previous inspection and is now the only SENCo. 

 The school uses one registered alternative provider. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 Inspectors spoke to the headteacher, senior leaders, phase leaders, subject 

leaders, leaders of SEND and leaders of safeguarding. They also spoke to three 
governors and the local authority school improvement adviser. 

 Inspectors conducted deep dives in reading, mathematics, science, music and 
geography. This included discussions with subject leaders, teachers and pupils. 
Inspectors visited lessons in these subjects and looked at pupils’ work. 
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 Inspectors spoke to leaders and pupils about, and looked at documentation for, 
religious education, PSHE, relationships and sex education, physical education 
and computing.  

 Inspectors spoke to pupils, staff, leaders, managers and governors about the 
school and its safeguarding arrangements. Inspectors scrutinised the school’s 
single central record of recruitment and vetting checks and examined the record 
of employment checks on staff. Inspectors looked at safeguarding case files and 
bullying logs to evaluate safeguarding and behaviour. 

 Inspectors looked at 39 responses to the online survey, Ofsted Parent View, which 
included 18 free-text responses submitted during the inspection. There were 38 
responses to the staff survey during the inspection. There were no responses to 
the pupil survey during the inspection. 

 
Inspection team 

 

Richard Kueh, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Julie Winwood Ofsted Inspector 

Neil Taggart Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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