
Childminder report

Inspection date: 25 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children display extremely high levels of emotional well-being, arriving cheerfully at 
the setting. They happily welcome one another into the room and engage in play 
very quickly, showing they feel very safe and secure. The children thoroughly enjoy 
having the freedom to make their own choices when exploring their environment. 
For example, they are particularly interested in using pens and stencils to make 
marks.

Children have extensive, fun and exciting opportunities to develop their interests 
and share their ideas. For example, they can confidently use visual cards to select 
which nursery rhyme they would like to sing with the childminder. The children 
display very high levels of focus and attention when taking part in this activity. For 
example, they have great fun, laughing and copying the actions by marching 
around the room to the 'Grand Old Duke of York'. Children display extremely 
secure, positive attitudes towards their learning.

Children are very confident, independent and have a strong sense of self. They are 
highly respectful and have extremely positive relationships with others. For 
example, they willingly help each other to find their water bottles in preparation for 
mealtimes. Children recognise the importance of turn-taking and they know how to 
use a sand timer during play to support this.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder supports children's learning extremely well. She creates fun, 
stimulating activities that ignite children's curiosity and make them excited to 
learn. For example, babies are engrossed in sensory play and the older children 
are supported with number recognition. This shows how activities are specifically 
and purposefully created to reflect and support each child's stage of 
development.

n The childminder has a strong passion for providing new challenges for children 
to ensure they make continuous progress in their development. Children are 
actively encouraged to make their own decisions and are given lots of time to 
think about their choices. This allows them to rapidly develop their 
independence and confidence. For example, older children can decide what 
activities they would like to complete during the day.

n The childminder has extremely high expectations for children's behaviour. She 
provides excellent explanations to support children's understanding of their 
actions. Children learn to talk confidently about how they are feeling, and 
explore different feelings and emotions.

n The childminder uses highly consistent, positive praise and reassurance to 
support children's learning and behaviour. This creates a stimulating and 
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enthusiastic environment and, as a result of this, children are self-confident and 
take pride in their achievements. 

n The childminder is very passionate and enthusiastic about teaching children 
about the wider world through regular conversations and discussions. She 
actively extends children's language and understanding by introducing new ideas 
and concepts to them. For example, they talk about different food that is eaten 
in other countries.   

n The childminder has exceptional relationships with parents. Parents say they 
have an honest, trusting relationship with the childminder, and are very happy 
with the progress children make with their learning. Parents state that their 
children are extremely happy at this setting. 

n The childminder has an extremely detailed understanding of children's 
development, and rapidly identifies areas where a child may require some 
additional support. She has highly effective procedures in place to provide 
support for children who may have additional needs and/or disabilities, and is 
confident in seeking support from local agencies if required. 

n The childminder is highly skilled at making activities fun and exciting. This helps 
to create a happy, joyful learning environment for children. For example, the 
childminder joins in with dancing and singing, which the children find very funny. 

n The childminder is particularly reflective and evaluative. She can confidently 
identify her own strengths and is highly motivated to continue to improve. For 
example, she engages effectively in an extensive range of training. This allows 
her to keep her practice up to date, ensuring children consistently receive the 
highest quality care.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has outstanding safeguarding knowledge, and can clearly identify 
the potential signs and symptoms of abuse. She is highly aware of other potential 
risks to children, including extremist views. The childminder fully understands her 
responsibility to safeguard children, and very confidently talks about what steps 
she would take if she had concerns about a child. The childminder has very robust 
and effective procedures in place for if an allegation were made about a family 
member living in the property. Children rapidly learn about how to keep themselves 
safe. For example, the childminder teaches them about how to cross the road. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2543216

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 10215425

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 12

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder works closely with another childminder in their address in 
Maidstone, Kent. The childminder cares for children from Monday to Thursday from 
7.30am to 5.30pm, term time only, and holds a relevant early years qualification at 
level 3. The childminder receives funding to provide free early education for 
children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jasmine Nelson

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
childminder.

n The childminder showed the inspector around the setting, including the 
playroom, toilet and garden. These are the only spaces used by the children.

n The childminder and inspector took part in a joint observation.
n The inspector observed the children and their interactions with the childminder.
n The inspector spoke to the childminder and the children at appropriate times. 
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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