
 

School report 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Inspection of Kingslea Primary School 
Kings Road, Horsham, West Sussex RH13 5PS 

 
 
 
Inspection dates: 4 and 5 May 2022 
 
 

Overall effectiveness Good 

The quality of education Good 

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding 

Personal development Outstanding 

Leadership and management Outstanding 

Early years provision Good 
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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils talk joyfully about their school. They are enormously proud to share stories 
about their learning and the many clubs that they attend each week. One pupil 
explained to an inspector, ‘The school does so much for us, that we want to give 
back.’ Pupils are particularly proud of their eco-group and litter-picking club that help 
to keep the school a wonderful place to be. 
 
Pupils celebrate their cultural differences. They teach their peers to draw Hindu 
rangoli art in the playground and what it means to celebrate Eid. Pupils and staff 
dance to music together in the playground at playtimes. In assembly, pupils with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) explain what it feels like to have 
a disability. These pupils are well cared for by staff, ensuring that they get the 
appropriate support they need in their lessons. 
 
Pupils feel safe in school and bullying is rare. High expectations and positive 
relationships have built an ethos of kindness. This means that pupils trust the adults 
in school to help them if they need it. Classrooms are a vibrant place for pupils to 
learn. Pupils take great pride in their learning and delight in showing their books to 
visitors. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Staff and parents and carers praise the strong leadership of the school. All staff are 
proud to work at this school, and report that leaders care about their welfare. 
Leaders’ clear vision for the school is set out in their ‘Kingslea Charter’. This states 
that every pupil will have support to achieve their potential through accessing a wide 
variety of enriching experiences. Leaders have carefully considered the skills and 
knowledge that pupils need in order to be able to learn further. Leaders continuously 
review the curriculum to make sure that learning is well ordered from Reception to 
Year 6. They have an accurate view of which areas of this work are still in progress. 
Teachers carefully plan exciting learning activities that stretch pupils’ thinking. 
Knowledgeable governors are aligned with different subject areas. They challenge 
leaders of these subjects to help identify what pupils need to help them learn more. 
 
Leaders ensure that all pupils learn to read as soon as they start school. Children in 
Reception learn the shape and sounds of all the letters of the alphabet. They quickly 
learn how to use this knowledge to read whole words. In every class, pupils have 
access to exciting and well-selected books that they confidently read aloud in class. 
All pupils read to an adult every single day, either in school or at home. When pupils 
fall behind, they receive the support they need to catch up. Leaders say that all staff 
in school are teachers of reading. Leaders have plans to ensure that all staff have 
access to the training they need to deliver the phonics programme confidently.  
 
Pupils with SEND are very well supported in lessons. Leaders have sought external 
help to remove barriers to learning and to ensure that pupils thrive. In physical 
education (PE), teachers carefully adapt activities so that all pupils can join in. 
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Leaders regularly review the support that pupils with SEND receive, to ensure that 
these pupils get the right help at the right time. 
 
Behaviour in lessons is calm and purposeful. In Reception, children help themselves 
to the learning tools that they need. They sit attentively, listening to their teacher, 
and immersed in their learning. Pupils say that there are high expectations around 
behaviour and the importance of being kind. One pupil said to inspectors, ‘When I 
make a mistake, it’s okay. Staff help me fix it, so I learn.’ In assembly, pupils 
celebrate each other’s achievements, such as learning to swim or being a good role 
model. They use their impressive geography knowledge to challenge the 
headteacher to quizzes on the countries of the world. 
 
Personal development is a real strength of this school. Pupils learn to be active 
citizens in their community. They can be a play leader and gather their peers’ ideas 
about fun activities that they can play together at playtime. Pupil governors work 
with the leadership team to plan charity projects. Pupils know how to be safe both 
when online and offline. They have access to a wide range of trips to enrich their 
learning in school. For example, in Reception, the children go on trips to the 
supermarket to learn about different food and to buy healthy fruit to taste back at 
school. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
There are clear systems and processes in place to identify pupils who may be at risk 
of harm. When pupils do report a concern, staff deal with it quickly. Staff have 
regular and up-to-date training. They know their pupils very well and can identify 
when they have an upset or worry. When it is needed, families get extra support 
from external agencies. 
 
The personal, social and health education curriculum is reactive, so that pupils get to 
learn about current issues. For example, there has been a real focus on mental 
health and building relationships following the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Not all staff who support pupils with reading are as skilled as they could be in 

teaching the school’s phonics scheme. More needs to be done to ensure that 
phonics is taught in the school with complete fidelity and consistency of approach 
with all pupils. Further training needs to be put in place to ensure that all pupils 
benefit from high-quality phonics teaching at all times. 

 In a small number of subjects, leaders have not been clear enough about what 
pupils must know and do by the end of each phase of school. Leaders need to 
ensure that their aspirations for a knowledge-rich and well-sequenced scheme of 
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work become a reality across all phases of the school. This will enable staff to 
have absolute clarity about what knowledge they are teaching pupils and how this 
connects with what pupils will learn in the future. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 134776 

Local authority West Sussex 

Inspection number 10227154 

Type of school Primary 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 423 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body James King 

Headteacher Alexis Conway 

Website www.kingslea.w-sussex.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 
21 March 2017, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school does not currently use any alternative provision. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 

 

 This was the first routine inspection the school had received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders, 
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

 Inspectors met with senior leaders, staff and pupils. They also spoke with 
representatives of the governing body, including the chair. An inspector spoke 
with a representative of the local authority. 

 The inspection team carried out deep dives in early reading, mathematics, PE and 
geography. They discussed the curriculum with subject leaders, teachers and 
pupils, visited lessons and looked at samples of pupils’ work. Inspectors also 
reviewed plans for the teaching of science and art. 
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 Inspectors considered the 147 responses to Ofsted Parent View, including 147 
free-text comments. They also took account of the responses to the confidential 
staff survey and gathered the views of both staff and pupils throughout the 
inspection. 

 To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, inspectors reviewed the school’s 
website and policies and met with safeguarding leaders. They also spoke to 
pupils, staff and governors, and scrutinised school records of the safeguarding 
checks on adults working in the school. 

 Inspectors reviewed and scrutinised a range of the school’s documentation, 
including leaders’ plans for improving the school, their evaluation of how well the 
school is currently performing, minutes of governing body meetings, and records 
of attendance and behaviour incidents. 

 A meeting was held with a group of pupils to discuss their views about many 
different aspects of their school. Inspectors also held informal conversations with 
pupils at break- and lunchtime. 

 

Inspection team 

 

Michelle Lower, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Vicky Matthews Ofsted Inspector 

Zoe Harris Her Majesty’s Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2022 
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