
Inspection of Forest Hill Nursery
Living Springs International Church, 8-10 Devonshire Road, LONDON SE23 3TJ

Inspection date: 23 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled at the nursery. They arrive eager to start their day. 
Children receive plenty of help and support from staff should they need them. 
Children are adventurous in trying new activities and are skilled in using their new-
found skills. Younger children thoroughly enjoy learning to climb the stairs of the 
slide and turning around at the top, sliding down safely. They giggle with delight at 
their achievements and the fun they are having. They also recall the new skills they 
have been taught by staff in using the scooters. This helps to build on children's 
physical development. 

Older children further develop their self-help skills as they learn to undress and 
then dress up. The skills they have been taught are clearly embedded in their 
learning as they rarely ask for help or support. Children thoroughly enjoy role 
playing and using their imaginations as they play. For example, they dress as the 
police and use a toy dog as their police dog. Children are taught how to play safely 
with their peers and to pick up dropped resources to prevent trip hazards. Children 
behave well. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff do not always provide enough challenge for the most able children to 
enable them to reach their full potential. 

n Staff support children who speak English as an additional language well. They 
use children's home language alongside English as they play, helping the 
children to learn the English words. This greatly helps to support children's 
emerging language development. 

n Staff work closely with parents and other agencies. They are alert to seeking 
help and support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 
Staff attend regular meetings, sharing information about children's progress and 
what targets they can set to support children's learning.

n Leaders evaluate the provision well. They are able to identify training for staff to 
help them enhance the care of the children. The most recent training has helped 
staff to support children with autism spectrum disorder. This supports staff to 
work with both parents and children to help children progress with their learning 
and development.  

n Staff are consistent in their approach to behaviour management. They take the 
time to explain to children the importance of sharing and also why they cannot 
throw toys around. Staff explain to children the consequences of their actions. 
This helps children to understand how their behaviour can affect others.  

n The quality of education is good. Staff plan enjoyable activities for children. 
Older children thoroughly enjoy creative activities, developing their imaginations 
as they describe to staff what they are painting. They are encouraged to use 
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different resources. This helps to support children's fine muscle development 
and early literacy skills. 

n Staff support younger children to explore messy activities such as sand play. 
Children learn how to use utensils such as spades and buckets to make 
sandcastles. Staff teach children how to fill buckets up and then tip them to 
make the castles. This helps children's emerging physical development as well as 
their hand-eye coordination. 

n Given children's starting points and the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic has 
had on their development, children are making good progress. Staff are fully 
aware of the impact and use this information to plan activities to support these 
areas. 

n Children are highly confident in asking for help and support from staff. They are 
taught by staff to use their words if they are stuck and need help. For example, 
at the time of the inspection, children readily asked for different resources to 
play with. Staff work with children to swap the activities away, making sure that 
the floor is kept clear for the more mobile children. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a clear understanding of safeguarding and what action to take if they 
have any concerns. They understand the implications of contextual safeguarding on 
both children and adults. The provider has recently changed her accident forms to 
gather more information to help her risk assess accidents. She also gathers 
parental feedback on how the accidents were managed by the staff. This helps her 
to keep an audit of risks and to see what areas need addressing to minimise 
accidents and incidents. All of these processes help the staff to keep children safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to recognise and provide further challenge to the most able 
children to help them to reach their full potential. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY446524

Local authority Lewisham 

Inspection number 10232442

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 34

Name of registered person Sophia Blankson and Joel Ajala Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531598

Telephone number 02082911960

Date of previous inspection 16 December 2019

Information about this early years setting

Forest Hill Nursery registered in 2012 and is located in Forest Hill, in the London 
Borough of Lewisham. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 
6.30pm, all year round. There are six staff who work at the setting, five of whom 
hold a recognised early years qualification at level 2 or level 3. Two staff are 
working towards further qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Hurst
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID 19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector held discussions with parents and took into account their views.
n The inspector observed children and spoke with them, staff and the provider at 

appropriate times during the inspection. 
n The inspector spoke with the provider regarding the leadership of the setting 

and sampled documents. 
n The inspector and the provider carried out a joint observation and discussed the 

impact on the children's learning. 
n The provider and the inspector participated in a learning walk, discussing the 

learning intentions for the children and why. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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