
Inspection of Scallywags Nursery
Rowallan Way, Chellaston, Derby, Derbyshire DE73 5WX

Inspection date: 19 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and comfortable in their surroundings. They move around their 
group rooms and the outside area, freely choosing where and what to play with. 
Children safely negotiate steps and ramps and develop their spatial awareness as 
they run and play outdoors. Pre-school children ride large toy tractors and tricycles, 
and they line up as they make their way through the pretend car wash. Children 
build on their experiences from home and recall how their parents wash their cars. 
They use their small-muscle skills and squeeze the sponges hard and shout, 'Next 
one!'

Children behave well and have an eagerness to learn. They build strong 
relationships with each other and the staff. Toddlers snuggle close with their 
friends and listen to a story about farm animals. They delight in singing a familiar 
song about a farm. Pre-school children play cooperatively together. They use toy 
frogs and see how far they can make them jump, using their fingers. Staff extend 
this activity and encourage children use a ruler to measure the distance. Older 
toddlers relish playing with dry rice. They let the rice run through their fingers and 
scream as it drops onto the tray. Babies become excitable as they shake and bang 
musical instruments, listening to the sounds they make.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The managers and staff implement a curriculum that helps to prepare children 
for their future learning. Staff have a good understanding of how to support 
children's language skills, including those children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities. Staff introduce new vocabulary, such as 'cocoon', and explain 
the meaning of words as pre-school children draw butterflies. Younger children 
sing plenty of familiar songs to help them remember words, while staff working 
with the babies constantly talk to them so that they hear a rich selection of new 
words.

n Staff support older children to develop their physical skills. Children confidently 
climb and balance on equipment in the garden. However, staff in the baby room 
do not always encourage the development of babies' large-muscle and physical 
skills. For instance, as babies start to stand and explore large soft-play objects, 
staff do not provide enough space or guidance so that babies can learn how to 
extend their physical skills further.

n Staff provide exciting activities for all children to play and explore. For instance, 
children explore paint throughout the nursery. Younger children swirl paint with 
their hands and use their fingers to make marks. Pre-school children paint 
stones to create an 'insect'. However, some parts of the daily routine are not 
organised as well as possible to fully support children's learning. For example, 
older children become bored as they wait for long periods to brush their teeth 
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and have to wait for their lunch to arrive. 
n Partnership with parents is strong. The managers engage in regular telephone 

conversations with parents to ensure that parents' and children's welfare is 
maintained. They send home videos of activities children can do at home and 
photos of what children are doing. This helps parents to build close relationships 
with the staff and enables them to help with their children's learning at home. 

n The manager and staff broaden children's opportunities to understand about 
helping people and being kind. They encourage children to use 'kind hands and 
feet' as they play with their friends. The managers often take children out into 
the community, to further show kindness to people who help us. These 
opportunities help children to understand about being kind and helpful to each 
other.

n Staff support children to develop their independence skills. For example, staff 
encourage children to put on their own shoes and wash their hands. Children 
feed themselves and are polite. For example, they say 'please' and 'thank you' at 
mealtimes. This helps children's readiness for school.

n The managers support staff. They meet with them individually to discuss their 
well-being. The managers also identify staff's training needs through discussion 
and by observing their practice. Staff attend training, including, a course on 
promoting outside learning. This helps them to support children's learning. For 
example, children are supported to learn about bees and celebrate 'World Bee 
Day'. They enjoy activities such as building dens in the woodland area. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The managers provide opportunities for staff to undertake regular safeguarding 
training to keep the children in their care safe. Staff know what to do if they 
identify concerns that may indicate children are at risk, and they know the 
professionals they must report concerns to. Staff recruitment is robust. The 
managers follow effective procedures to ensure that staff are suitable to work with 
children. This includes monitoring staff's ongoing suitability. Staff work together 
with the managers to carry out regular risk assessments that ensure the premises, 
including the outdoor area, are safe and secure for all children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop staff's knowledge of how to enhance opportunities for babies to extend 
their large-muscle and physical skills

n review some parts of the daily routines to maximise the learning for pre-school 
children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY481412

Local authority Derby 

Inspection number 10236471

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 120

Number of children on roll 148

Name of registered person Dunnicliffe Bros. Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP535253

Telephone number 01332705070

Date of previous inspection 29 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

Scallywags Nursery registered in 2014. It employs 26 members of childcare staff. 
Of these, 19 hold childcare qualifications at level 2 or 3. One member of staff has a 
degree in early childhood studies, and one of the managers has a degree in 
childhood family studies. The other manager is a qualified teacher. The nursery is 
open from Monday to Friday all year round, except for bank holidays and a week at 
Christmas. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jan Hughes
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
managers and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the nursery. 

n The inspector had a learning walk with the managers, who are also the 
providers, and discussed how they organise and implement their curriculum. 

n One of the managers took part in a joint observation with the inspector. The 
inspector considered the quality of education during activities and the impact 
this has on children's learning. 

n The children spoke with the inspector at appropriate times throughout the 
inspection. The inspector observed interactions and conversations between the 
staff and the children and considered the impact these have on children's 
learning.

n The inspector spoke to staff to consider their knowledge of what they want 
children to learn. 

n The parents spoke to the inspector on the telephone and she took account of 
their views.

n The inspector had a discussion with the managers about staff's performance and 
how they evaluate practice. 

n The managers showed the inspector relevant documentation and evidence of 
the suitability of the staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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